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f all thevarious subjects in the catalogue of sports and pastimes, there is
none more sure of arousing the enthusiasm of our American boys generally, than that which
forms the title of this book. Traps and Trapping, together with its kindred branches, always have
been and alwaywill be subjects of great interest among boys, and particularly so to those who
live in the country.

It is a fact to be regretted that we have so few examples of "Boys' Books" published in this
country. There are a few English works oftbharacter, that are very excellent as far as they go,
but are nevertheless incomplete and unsatisfactory to the wants of American boys, dwelling
largely on sports which are essentially English, and merely touching upon or utterly excluding
othertopics which are of thaitmostinterest to boys of this country. In no one of these books, so
far as the author of the present volume knows, is the subject of Traps considered to any fair
extent, and those examples which are given, represent only the most cominaniersal
varieties already known to the general public.

page 4With these facts in mind, the author has entered with zealous enthusiasm upon the
preparation of a work which shall fill this odd and neglected corner in literature, and judging



from the eminiscences of his own boyish experiences, he feels certain that in placing such a
volume within reach of the public, he supplies a long felt want in the hearts of hisdras
throughout the land.

Far be it from us in the publication of this volune pe understood as encouraging the wanton
destruction of poor innocent animals. Like all kindred sports, hunting and fishing for example,
the sport of Trapping may be perverted and carried to a point where it becomes simple cruelty,
as isalwaysthe casevhen pursued for the meexcitementt brings. If the poor victims are to
serve no use after their capture, either as food, or in the furnishing of their plumage or skins for
useful purposes, the sport becomes heartless cruelty, and we do not wishnttetstood as
encouraging it under any such circumstances. Ingkg sense trapping is a delightful, healthful,
and legitimate sport, and we commend it to all our-teaders.

It shall be the object of the author to produce a thorougtagtical volume presenting as far
as possible such examples of the trap kind as any boy, with a moderate degree of ingenuity,
could easily construct, and furthermore to illustrate each variety with the utmost plainness,
supplemented with the most detailed description.

With the exception of all "clagrap,” our volume will embrace nearly every known example of
the various devices used for the capture of Bird, Beast, or Fowl, in all countries, simplifying
such as are impracticable on account of their complicated struahdemodifying others to the
peculiar adaptation of the American Trapper.

Devices, which inflict cruelty and prolonged suffering, shall, as far as possible, be excluded, as
this is not a necessary qualification in any trap, and should be guarded ag@irester possible.
Following out the suggestion conveyed underrthe stitle of "The Trapper,” we shall present
full and ample directions for baiting traps, selections of ground for setting, and other hints
concerning the trapping of all our principarge and wild animals, valuable either as food or for
their fur. In short, our book shall form a complete trapper's guide, embracing all necessary
information on the subject, anticipating every want, and furnishing the most complete and fully
illustrated vdume on this subject ever presented to the public. In vain did the author of this
work, in his younger days, search the book stores and libraries in the hopes of finding such a
book, and many are the traps and snares which necessity forced him to imveahsinuct for
himself, for want of just such a volume. Several of these original inventions will appear in the
present work for the first time in book form, and the author can vouch for their excellence, and
he might almost say, their infallibility, fan their perfect state he has never yet found them to
"miss" in a single instance.

As the writer's mind wanders back to his boyish days, there is one autumn in particular which
shines out above all the rest; and that was when his traps were first gedrartie chief source
of his enjoyment. The adventurous excitement which sped him on in those daily tramps through
the woods, and the buoyant, exhilarating effect of the exercise can be realized only by those who
have had the same experience. The hopeiaiess, the fears of disappointment, the continual
suspense and wonder which fill the mind of the young trapper, all combine to invest this sport
with a charm known to no other. Trapping does not consist merely in the manufacture and
setting of the variousaps. The study of the habits and peculiarities of the differentd@drase



becomes a matter of great importance; and the study of natural history under these circumstances
affords a continual source of pleasure and profit.

Among the most useful, altholnghe most cruel, of inventions used by the professional trapper
are the steel traps; so much so that the author would gladly omit them. But assthe&ye of
such unfailing action, of such universal efficacy, and in many cases are the only onan tiat c
used, any book on trapping would certainly be incomplete without them. The scope of our
volume not only embraces the arts of trapping andriraking, but extends further into the
subject of the wild life of a trapping campaigmontaining full diretions for building log
cabins, and shanties; boats and canoes; hints on food and cooking utensils; also full directions
for the curing and tanning of fur skidsin short, a complete repository of all useful information
pertaining to the life and wants opeofessional trapper.

In the preparation of the work no pains have been spared to insure clearness in general
directions, and every point which would be likely to puzzle the reader has been specially covered
by separate illustration. In this particularstands unique in the list of boys' books. Every
difficulty has been anticipated, and in every instance the illustrations will be found thoroughly
comprehensive and complete. That the care and thoroughness which has been displayed
throughout the work, antb which its pages will bear witness, may meet with the appreciation
and enthusiastic approval of every b@ader throughout the land, is the most earnest hope of

THE AUTHOR.
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BOOK I.

TRAPS FOR LARGE GAME.

Introductiond THE DEAD FALL.8 Honey as Bait for Beai. THE GUN TRAPS Peculiar Habits of the Punda.
"Baiting" for the Puma&@ Caution required in Setting the Gun T@&Several Guns useil.Different Modes of
Settingd Various animals to which the Gun Trap is adag@etHE BOW TRAPS Vane and Barb for Arrowa.
Best Wood for Bowd A Second Example of Bow Trap.Arrows Barbed and Poison6dTHE DOWN FALL; or
Hippopotamus Trap. The terrible Harpoon used by the African Trappebifferent Modes of Setting the Down
Fall.d Modification of the Down Fall for small animals THE BEAR TRAP® Various Methods of Setting.
Honey as Rit for Beard Bait for Pumad THE PITFALL.8 Use of the Trap in Asia as a means of defence against
the Tigerd Disposition of the Baid Wonderful agility of the Pum@. Niceties required in the construction of the
Pitfall.o THE LOG COOP TRAR Various animals fowhich it is adapted. Different Modes of Setting. THE
CORRALL OR HOPO of Africad Its Construction and Appalling EffeadlsTHE NET TRAPJ Its Use in the
Capture of the Lion and the TigérAmerican animals to which it may be adapfedwo Methods of Setting.
BIRD LIME.& Its Use for the Capture of the Lion and Tiger.
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SNARES OR NOOSE TRAPS.

General Remark8. Requisite Materials for Snarirlg. THE QUAIL SNAREJS "Sucker Wire" Noose8. Six Quail
caught ata timed HOOP NOOSES HORSE HAIR NOOSES®. HEDGE NOOSES Peculiarities of the
Groused Selection of Ground. THE TRIANGLE TREE SNAREY A Hawk captured by the deviéeThe Wire
Noose, as arranged for the capture of the Woodchuck, Muskrat, and Hods& REtTWITCH-UPJ Selection of
Ground for Setting Various Modes of Constructing the TrapSTHE POACHERS' SNARB. Its portabilityd



THE PORTABLE SNARB Its Peculiar Advantages.The "Simplest" Snard. The valuable principle on which it
is Constructed. Its Portabilityd Various Adaptations of the PrincipleTHE QUAIL SNARESJ Its ample
capabilities of Capturd. Peculiarities of the Quad. Successful Baitd. THE BOX SNAREJ Modification in a
very small scalé THE DOUBLE BOX SNARES The Animals for which it is Adapted. GROUND SNARES)
THE OLD-FASHIONED SPINGLES THE IMPROVED SPINGLE) Objections to Ground SnardsTHE
FIGURE FOUR GROUND SNARB. THE PLATFORM SNARE.

BOOK Il

TRAPS FOR FEATHERED GAME.

THE SIEVE TRAPS THE BRICK TRAPO THE COOP TRAB Improved Methd of Settingd Defects of the old
styled THE BAT FOWLING NET9 Its Use in Englan®. How the Dark Lantern is Used by Bird Catchérs.
THE CLAP NETO Its Extensive Use in Foreign Countri@decoy Birdsd The "Bird Whistle" used in place of
decoyd Wonderful Skill atained in the Use of the Bird Whisie Selection of Trapping Groundl. THE BIRD
WHISTLE Described Its Use and Marvelous Capabiliti8ssTHE WILD GOOSE TRAR) Its Extensive Use in
the Northern Cold Regions for the Capture of the Goose and Ptarénifame GooséJsed as Decoyd.Gravel as
Bait.d THE TRAP CAGES A Favorite Trap among Bird CatcheysCall Birdsd THE SPRING NET TRAR
Rubber Elastic as Spring Pow&rA SIMPLER NET TRAP3 Common Faults in many Bird TrapsComplicated
Construction as Unnecessary Featurigequsites of a good Bird Trad. Hints on Simple Mechanisi.Different
Modes of Constructing Hing®.Hoop Iron Used as Spring Pow@&mManner of Tempering Spring.THE
UPRIGHT NET TRAPS A Second Method of Constructing PlatfodmTHE BOX OWL TRAPS Ventilation a
Desirdle Feature in all Box Trags.Tin Catch for Securing Cover in PlagePeculiar Mode of Baiting for
Birdsd Modification of Perctd Baiting for the Owld Locality for Settingd The Owl in Captivityd Its Foodd
Hints on the Care of the Bi@l.THE BOX BIRD TRAPS Cigar Box Used as a Trap.THE PENDANT BOX
TRAPG Ventilationd Simple Mechanismd. Care in Construction of BearingsTHE HAWK TRAPJ A
"Yankee" Inventiord Stiff-Pointed Wires Effectually Use in the Capture of the H&w®w! also Captured by the
Same Devicd THE WILD DUCK NETd Its Use in Chesapeake BayManner of Constructing the N&tDecoy
Ducksd Bait for the Duck€®d THE HOOK TRAPS Its cruel Mode of Capturé.Peculiar Bait for Ducké. THE
"FOOL'S CAP" TRAPS Its Successful Use in the Capture of the CoBhrewdness ohe Crowd Strange antics
of a Crow when Captured in the TrdpBird Lime the Secret of its Succeds/Nonderful Tenacity of the Cap.
Different Modes of Setting. BIRD LIME Describedd Its astonishing "Sticky" Qualitie$.The Bird Lime of the
Traded Various "HomeMade" Recipe® Manner of Using Bird Limé Limed Twigsd The Owl Used as a
Decoy in connection with Bird Limé. Bird Lime used in the Capture of the Humming Birdd Flower Converted
into a Trapd Masticated Wheat as Bird Lingelts Ready Removal from the Feathd Delicate Organization of
the Humming Birdd Killed by Frightd Use of its Plumag8. Snares for the Humming Bid@.Blow Guns
Successfully Used for its CaptudeKilled by Concussio Disabled by a Stream of Water.
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MISCELLANEOUS TRAPS.

THE COMMON BOX TRAPd Two Modes of Setting. Animals for which it is Adapted. A Modification of the
Trapd ANOTHER BOX TRAPS THE FIGURE FOUR TRARi Its Advantage®. THE DOUBLE ENDERS A
Favorite Trap in New Englandl.Simplicity of Constructiond The Rabbit's Fondness for Salits Use as a Bad.
THE SELF SETTING TRAR Animals for which it is adapted. THE DEAD FALL.0 Various Methods of
Constructiond Animals for which it is usually Se&t.Remarkable Cunning of some AnimélsThe Precautions
which it Necessitated. Bait for the Muskra® Various Baits for the Minld Skunk Baitsd A Fox Entrapped by a
Dead Falld Slight Modification in the Arrangement of Pieagd.ive Duck used as Badi. Another Arrangement
for the Dead Fald Trap Sprung by the Foaf the Animald THE FIGURE FOUR TRARY Applied to the Dead
Fall.d THE GAROTTES Its Singular Mode of Captui®.lts Common Victim® THE BOW TRAPGS An oddity
of the Trap Kindd Its Singular mechanis®.THE MOLE TRAP& A Much-needed Contrivana®.Subterranean
Mode of Sttingd Its Unfailing Succes8. A FISH TRAPS A Section of Stove Pipe used as a Tdafts Various
Victims.d Adjustment of the Baid. Curious Mode of Capture.



BOOK V.

HOUSEHOLD TRAPS.

A Chapter Dedicated to Pestered Housekeebdise Domestic Cat as a Household Téajphe Ratd Its Proverbial
Shrewdness and CunniagTHE BARREL TRAPS Its unlimited Capabilities of CaptudeOther Advantages.
"Baiting" for Ratsd A Second Form of Barrel Trap.Various other Devices adapted to the captidrthe Ratd
The Steel Tra@d. Hints on Settindd Necessary PrecautioBsTHE BOX DEAD FALL.0 THE BOARD FLAP®
THE BOX PIT FALL.G Animals for which it may be sét.Its Extensive Capabilities of Captudelts SelfSetting
Qualitiesd The principle Utilized for the Capte of the Muskrah THE CAGE TRAPS THE JAR TRAPS A
Preserve Jar Converted into a Mouse Tdps Complete Succegs BOWL TRAPSH Two Methodsd FLY
PAPERS Recipe for Making FLY TRAP.

BOOK VL.

STEEL TRAPS AND THE ART OF TRAPPING

General Remarkd. Advantages of the Steel Tréplts extensive use in the business of Trapgingints on the
Selection of Trap8. REQUISITES OF A GOOD STEEL TRA®.The Newhouse Trad.Various sizes Rat
Trapd Muskrat Trapd Mink Trapd Fox Trapd Otter Trapd Beaver Trapd "Great Bear Tamerd' SSmall Bear
Trapd HINTS ON BAITING THE STEEL TRARS The Staked Ped.OIld Method of Baitingd Its Objections
Advantages of the New Meth@THE SPRING POLE Its Service to the Trappér.THE SLIDING POLES
Advantages of its Use in ¢hCapture of Aquatic Animas.THE CLOG®H Objections against Securing the Steel
Trap to a Staké. Method of Attaching the Clod. THE GRAPPLING IRON3 THE SEASON FOR
TRAPPINGO Best condition for Furd. THE ART OF TRAPPING Antiquity of the Spor Necessary
Qualifications for Successful TrappiigThe Study of Natural History a source of pleasure and pofihe
Professional Trapper's most sericusje viObstacle®t Marvellous Cunning of many Animads.Necessity of the
Study of their Habité "Practical Natural Histgr."d0 Trapping Without Bai® Runways or Bypathsd How
Utilized by the Trapped. How Detected Favorable Localities for the Setting of the Steel TdaNatural
Advantages®d Entrapping animals through their Sense of SidRemarkable Power of Scent BadtsTheir great
value in the Capture of the BeaveiCaution in Handling the Steel TrépEffect of the Touch of the Hardl.
Buckskin Gloves a Necessary RequisitélEDICINES, OR SCENT BAITSY Their Great Importance in the Art
of Trappingd CASTOREUM OR BARKSTONE How Obtanedd Castoreum Compositiah.Recipe for
Makingd How Usedd MUSKO ASSAF i Td MAOF RHODIUMS FISH OILS Its General Use in the
Capture of Aquatic Animald. Valuable Recipe for its ManufactudeOIL OF SKUNKJ How Obtainedd How
Eradicated from Hands or ClothidgOIL OF AMBERGS OIL OF AMBERGRISS OIL OF ANISES Its General
Use as a “"Universal Medicind"SWEET FENNELS CUMMING FENUGREEKS LAVENDERS
COMPOUND MEDICINEB® THE TRAILO Its Object and Valué. Various Modes of Making. HOW TO
TRAPGS General Remarkd. THE FOXJ9 Its Scientifc Classificationd The Various American SpeciésThe Red
Foxd The Cross Fo¥. Why so Named The Black or Silver Fo¥. The Great Value of its Fuy.The Prairie
Fox0d The Kit or Swift Foxd The Gray Foxd Similarity in the General Characteristics of the Variouscssd
Food of the Foxi Its Homed Its consummate Cra#t. Instances of its Cunning.Baffling the Hound€y How to
Trap the Foxd Preparation of the Trap.Adverse Effect of Human SceétNecessity of handling Trap with
Glovesd The "Bed.® "Baiting" the Bed Necesspd Precautions in Setting the TrdpThe "Tricks of the
Trapper" lllustrated How to Proceed in case of N@ucces® The ScenBaits Utilizedd Various Modes of
Setting the Trag@. The Baits Commonly Usedl. The Dead Fall as a Means of Capt@r€ommon Mode of
Skinning the Fox® Directions for Stretching Skid. THE WOLF9 The Various Specied.Fierce Characteristics
of the Wolfd Its Terrible Inroads among Herds and Flodk$he Gray Wolfd The Coyote or Common Prairie
Wolf.6 The Texan Wolt Home of the Wol® Number of Youngd Cunning of the Wolf Caution Required in
Trappingd How to Trap the Wol® Preparation of Trap. Various Ways of Setting the Tré@pUse of the Trail
and Scent Bait8. "Playing Possumd@ The Dead Fall and "Twitchip" as Wolf Trap€ Directions for Skinninghte
Wolf and Stretching the Pait. THE PUMA.G Its Scientific Classificatio. Its Life and Habit® Its Wonderful
Agility. 8 Its Skill as an Angleéd Its Stealthd Various Traps Used in the Capture of the PdmEhe Gun Tra@
The Bow Trap The Dead Fald Trap for T&ing the Animal Alived Log Coop Tra@ The Pit Falld Bait for



the Puma& The Steel Tra@. Common Mode of Setting. Selection of Locality for Trapping. How to Skin the
Pumad Directions for Stretching the P@itTHE CANADA LYNX.d Description of the Animad Its Life and
Habitsd Its Foodd Its Peculiar Appearance when Runnéhdtasily Killedd The Dead Fall as a Lynx Trap.
Peculiar Manner of Construction for the Purpdséhe Gun Tra@ The Bow Trap The Twitchupd Young of
the Lynxd Value of its Fu® The Steel Tra@d. Various Methods of Setting.Directions for Skinning the Animal
and Stretching the Peit. THE WILD CAT.0 Its Resemblance to the Domestic Spedidts Strange Appetité. Its
Homed Number of Young Haunts of the Wild Cad. Its Nocturnal Marauding expeditiodslts Ladk of
Cunningd How to Trap the Wild Cad. An Entire Colony Captured. Ferocity of the Wild Caé The Twitch
upd Its Common Use in the Capture of the Wild @aDther Successful Tra@s.Various Baits for the Wild
Catd Directions for Skinning the Animal, and Sthing the Peldé THE BEAROS The Various American
Specied The Grizzlyd Its Enormous Size and Powrlts Terrible Furyd Description of the Animad. Food of
the Grizzlyd The Black Bear or Musquad.lts General Descriptiod. Bear Huntingd Danger of the Spod.
Food of the Bea® Its Fondness for Pigs.Honey Its Special Delighd. The Cubgd The Flesh of the Bear as
Foodd "Bears' Greased' Hibernation of the Bead. Traps for the Bead. The Dead”age viiFall.d Pit-fall.d Giant
Coopd Gun Trapd The Steel Tra@ The Clog and Grgping-lron.d Their Advantage$. How to Trap the
Beard Various Methods of Adjusting TragsNatural Advantaged.Honey as Baih Other Baitsd Scent
Baitsd Skinning the Bead. Directions for Stretching the P&t.THE RACCOONS Classificatio® Cunning and
Stealth of he Animald Characteristic Featurés.The "Coon Chased' How the Raccoon is Huntéd . The "Tree'd
Coon.'d Varied Accomplishments of the Raccodrits Home and Familg. The "Coon" as a Pét.Its Cunning
Wayso Its Extensive Bill of Faré. Life and Habits of the Racca® Remarkable Imprint of its Pad.Season for
Trapping the Cood. How to Trap the Cood. Various Modes of Setting the TrépUse of the "medicines" or
"Scent Baits. Other Traps for the Animdl. Directions for Removing the Skin, and Stretching the ®datiE
BADGERS Its Peculiar Marking®. Use of the Haid Nest of the Badged. Number of Young Food of the
Animal.d Its Remarkable Fondness for Horeeyts Cunningd Remarkable Instinctd.Its Shrewdnesd. How to
Trap the Badged. Various Baitsd Use of "Medicine.§ Capture ofthe Animal by Flooding its Burro. How to
Skin the Badged. Directions for Stretching the P@tTHE BEAVERS Description of the Animad Its Nature
and Habit®d The Beaver Villagé The "Lodges," or Beaver Housé@sRemarkable Construction of the Hs.
The Dam 6 the Beaved Wonderful Skill shown in its Constructiah.Nocturnal Habits of the Beaveér.
Remarkable Engineering Instincts of the AnidaHow the Beaver Cuts Timbér.How the Dam is Constructeil.
The Formation of "Reefsd" The Talil of the Beaver as a MeansTofnsportatiord Subterranean Passage to the
Hutsd How Beavers are HuntéllYoung of the Beaved. How to Trap the Beavedy.The Necessary
Precaution& Castoreum or Bark Storgelts Great Value in the Capture of the Bea¥evarious Methods of
Setting the Tra® How to Apply the Castoreur@d.Use of the Sliding Pol&. Food of the Beaved. Directions for
Skinning the Animal and Stretching the ReITHE MUSK-RAT.0 General Description of the Animallts
Beavetlike Hutsd Its Nocturnal Habitél Its Foodd The Flesh of the Muskat as an Article of Died. Description
of the Hutd Extensive Family of the MusRatd Its Homed How the MuskRat swims beneath Unbroken Ige.
How it is Killed by being Driven Away from its Breath.Spearing the MusRatd Construction of the Speér.
How to Trapthe MuskRatd Use of the Sliding Pol&. Various Modes of Setting Trajp.The Spring Polé. Scent
Baitsd Various Devices for Capturing the Muftatd The BarrelTrapd Remarkable Success of the Téad he
Trail.d Skinning the MusiRatd How to Stretch the Pelt. THE OTTER® Description of the Animad. Beauty of
its Furd How the "Otter Fur" of Fashion is Prepai@d:ood of the Otted Its Natural Endowments for
Swimmingd Habitation of the Otted. Its Nest and Young. The Track or "Seal" of the animalHow the Otter is
Hunted 0 Its Fierceness when Attack&dThe Otter as a Pét.Fishing for its Masted The Otter "Slide.8 How
Utilized by the Trapped. Playfulness of the Ottér.How the Animal is Trapped.Various Modes of Setting
Trapd The Sliding Polé The Spring Polé. Scent Bait® How Appliedd Necessary PrecautiodsHow to Skin
the Otterd Directions for Stretching the PEtTHE MINK.d Its Form and Colod Value of the Fud Habits of
the Animald Its Dietd Its Perpetual Greedl.Ease with which it may be Trappé&dHabitation of the Minlé Its
Nest and Youn@. How to Trap the Minld Various Methods of Setting the TrépBaitsd The Sliding Polé
"Medicine."0 The Runways of the Min&. How Utilized in Trapping The Traild Various Traps Used in the
Capture of the Minld How to Skin the Anima8 THE PINE MARTEN.G Description of the Animad. Its Natural
Characteristicé. Its Nocturnal Habit& Its Wonderful Stealth and Activit§. Its "Bill of Fare.'d Its Strange mode
of Seizing Preyd The Marten as a Pét.Its Agreeable Odod. Various Traps Used in the Capturetioé Martend
Baits for the Marte® The Steel Tra@. Several Modes of Settingy.Directions for Skinning the Anima. THE
FISHER® Its Form and Colod Its Habitation and Yound. How the Animal is Trapped. Various Method€
The Spring Polé. Baits for the Fished. Principal Devices Used in its CaptuieThe Skind How Page viii
Removed and Stretch&ddTHE SKUNK. Its Fetid Stencid. Origin of the Odo® Its Effect on Man and Beaét.



"Premonitory Symptoms" of Attack.Acrid Qualities of the Secretiah.lts Terrible Effect on theEyesd
Interesting Adventure with a Skuidk:'Appearances are often Deceitfd.The Skunk as a Pét.Color of the
Animal.d Habits of the Animaé Its Foodd Its Youngd "Alaska Sabled How to Trap the Skun&. Various
Traps Used The Steel Tra@. Different Modes of 8ttingd Baitsd The Dead Fald Modifications in its
Constructiord The Twitchupd Its Peculiar Advantages for the Capture of the Sldn@hloride of Lime as
Antidoted Method of Eradicating the Odor from the Clothin@irections for Removing and Stretching the
Skind THE WOLVERINES Its Desperate Fierceness and voragits General Characteristiéslts Form and
Colord Food of the Wolveriné. Its TrapRobbing Propensitied.How to Trap the Wolveriné. Baitsd Use of
the "Medicine.d The Gun Trap and Dead FallThe Stel Trapd Various Modes of Setting. Home and Young
of the Animald How the Skin should be Removed and StretthédHE OPOSSUM) Description of the
Animal.d Its Nature and Habit8. Its Homed Remarkable Mode of Carrying its YoudgNocturnal Habits of the
Animal.d Its Foodd Its Especial Fondness for Persimménks Remarkable Tenacity as a ClimidefPlaying
Possum.d How the Opossum is HuntédHow Trapped Various Devices Used in its CaptuieScent Bait
How the Skin is Removed and StretcliedHE RABBIT.0 Wide-spreadDistribution of the Various Speciés.
Their Remarkable Powers of SpekedNest of the Rabbid. Its Prolific Offspringd Food of the Rabbi. Its
Enemiesd Various Devices Used in Trapping the AnirdaNecessary Precautions in Skinning the RabbRHE
WOODCHUCKS® Description of the Animaé Its Habitsd Its Burrowsd Its Foodd Toughness of the Skid.Its
Used Nest of the Animad The Woodchuck as FodilHow the Animal is Trapped.The Steel Tra@. The
Spring Poleéd The Twitchupd How the Woodchuck is "Drowned Oud.'The Turtleas a Ferred. Smoking the
Burrowsd Directions for Skinning the Animd@. THE GOPHERS Its Burrowsd Its Foodd Remarkable Cheek
Pouches of the Animd@. Their Used How to Trap the Animafi How the Skin is Removedl. THE MOLE.G Its
Varied Accomplishment8. Its Remarkale Dwellingsd Complicated Structure of the HabitatidnThe Fury and
Voracity of the Moled Peculiarities of Its Fud. A Waistcoat of Mole Skiné. Odor of the Moled Mole Trapsd
Various Species of the Mo&.The Mole of the Cape of Good HopeMarvellous Beauty o lts Furd
SQUIRRELSO Their General Peculiarities of Form and HabiTheir Foodd Their Provident Instincts.
"Nutting" in Midwinterd The Nest of the Squirrél.Burrowing Squirrel The Various American SpeciésThe
Grey Squirred The Chipmunid The Chickared The Flying Squirrel, &® How Squirrels are Trappeil.
Various Traps Used in their Capti@eRemoval of Skird THE DEERS Difficulty of Hunting the Animal in Dry
Season$. Various American Species of the Déeilow the Deer is Trappedl.Peculiar Construction of ¢h
Trapd Scent Bait for the Ded¥.Various Methods of Setting the TrapViolence of the Deer when Trappéd.
The Clogd Dead Fall®d Food of the Deed. Deer "Yards.® Natural Enemies of the DedrHow the Deer is
Huntedd "Still Hunting."d The Deer's Acute Sense ahgll.0 How to Detect the Direction of the Wirdd Natural
Habits of the Deed. "Night Hunting.'d Luminosity of the Eyes of the Deer at Nightdunting the deer with
dogsd "Deer Licks.'® How Salt is used in Hunting the De@rHunting from a Scaffolding. Peculiar Syht of the
Deerd "Salt Licks" used in Night Hunting. Head Lanterrd How maded How usedd The fiery Eyes of the
Deerd "Fox Fire" or Phosphorescent wodd-How used by the Huntér.Seasons for Deer Huntirdig How to skin
the Dee® THE MOOSEGS Description of the anial.d Immense size of its Horrgs.Moose yardsd Hunted on
Snow shoe#®. The dangers of Moose HuntidgExquisite sense of Smdil.How the Moose is Trappéil.
Directions for removing the Skin of the Anim@IROCKY MOUNTAIN SHEEPGS Description of the Animad.
Its enormos Hornsd Habits of the creaturd.lts flesh as Food. How the Animal is Trapped. THE
BUFFALO.Q Its Habitsd Its Foodd Buffalo-grassd How the Animal is Hunted and Trapp&dBuffalo Page ix
flesh as Food. Buffalo skinsd THE PRONG HORN ANTELOPB. Description of theAnimal.d Peculiarity of
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TRAPS FOR LARGE GAME.

' owever free our forests may be from the lurking dangers of a tropical
jungle, they nevertheless shelter a few large and formidable beasts which are legitimate and
deserving subjects of the Trapper's Art. Chief among them are the Puma, or Cougar, Bear, Lynx,
Wolf and Wolverine.

Although commonly taken in steel traps, as descritespectively in a later portion of this
work, these animals are nevertheless often captured by Deadfalls and other devices, which are
well known to the professional Trapper, and which serve excellently in cases of emergency, or in
the scarcity of steeldps.

THE DEAD-FALL.

There are several varieties of this trap, some of which are described in other parts of this
volume. In general construction they all bear a similarity, the methods of setting being slightly
changed to suit the various game desiredctgpture. For large animals, and particularly the
Bear, the trap is sprung by the pressure of the animal's foot, while reaching for the bait. Select
some favorite haunt of the Bear, and proceed to construct a pen of large stakes. These should
consist of yoing trees, or straight branches, about three inches in diameter, and should be of such
a length as to reach a height of four or five feet when set in the ground, this being the required
height of the pen. Its width should be about two and a half or thetgits depth, four feet; and
the top should be roofed over with cross pieces of timber, to prevent the bait fronrdeing
taken from above. A straight log, about eight inches in diamater six feet in length should
now be rolled against the opening of the pen, and hemmed in by two upright posts, one on each
side, directly on a line with the sides of the enclosure. Another log, or tree trunk, of the same
diameter, and about fifteen or tmtg feet in length, should next be procured. Having this in
readiness, we will now proceed to the construction of the other pieces. In order to understand the
arrangement of these, we present a separate drawing of the parts



as they appear when

the trap is set.d), An upright post, is supplied at the upper end with a notch, having its flat face
on the lower sid. This post should be driven into the ground in the left hand back corner of the
pen, and should be three feet or more in height. Another ppsif (similar dimensions, is
provided with a notch at its upper end, the notch being reversed, having it flat side
uppermost This post should be set in the grouadisideof the pen, on the right hand side and

on a line with the first. A third post), is provided with a crotch on its upper end. This should

be planted outside of the pen on the right hsidé, and on a line with the front. The treadle
piece consists of a forked branch, about threerfegtidn length, supplied with a square board
secured across its ends. At the junction of the forks, an augur hole is bored, into which a stiff
stick abait three feet in length is inserted. This is showrhatTwo poles, d) and €), should

next be procured, each about four feet in length. These complete the number of pieces, and the

trap may then be set. Pass the pdje = between the stakes of
the pen, laying one end in the notch in the pa};ta(nd holding the other beneath the notch in
the upright ). The second poleg) should then be adjusted, one end being placed in the crotch
post €), and the other caught beneath the projecting end of the@)pkes(is fully illustrated in

the engraving. The deddg should then be rested dhe front extremity of the pole last
adjusted, thus effecting an equilibrium.



The treadlepiece should now be placed in position over a short stick of wipavith its
platform raised in front, and the upright stick at the back secured beneath thef dukgédatch
pole @).

The best bait consists bhbney for which Bears have a remarkable fondness. It may be placed
on the ground at the back part of the enclosure, or smeared on a piece of meat hung at the end of
the pen. The dealdg should now be welged by resting heavy timbers against its elevated end,
as seen in the main drawing, after which the machine is ready for its deadly work.

A Bear will never hesitate to risk his life where a feast of honey is in view, and the odd
arrangement of timbers fiano fears for him after that tempting bait has once been discovered.
Passing beneath the suspended log, his heavy paw encounters the broad board on the treadle
piece, which immediately sinks with his weight. The upright pole at the back of the treadle is
thus raised, forcing the latghiece from the notch: this in turn sets free the side pole, and the
heavy log is released falling with a crushing weight over the back of hapless Bruin.

There are many other methods of setting the Batdseveral of whichappear in another
section of this book. The above is the one more commonly used for the capture oPBears,
but the others are equally applicable and effective when enlarged to the proper size.

In South America and other countries, where LionsgeilgLeopards, and Jaguars abound,
these and other rude extempore traps are almost the only ones used, and are always very
successful. The piall often allures the Bengal Tiger to his destruction, and the Leopard often
terminates his career at the muzafea rifle baited as seen in our page illustration. A gun thus
arranged forms a most sure and deadly trap, and one which may be easily extemporized at a few
moments' warning, in cases of emergency. The Puma of our northern forests, although by no
means sderrible a foe as the Leopard, is still a blebdsty creature, and while he shuns the
gaze of man with the utmost fear, he is nevertheless constantly on the alert to spring upon him
unawares, either in an unguarded moment or during sleep. A hungry, Rdmaexcites
suspicion by his stealthy prowling and ominous growl, may easily be led to his destruction at the
muzzle of a gun, baited as we shall now describe.

THE GUN TRAP.

After a Puma has succeeded in capturing his prey, and has satisfied hi dyypd¢ivouring a
portion of its carcass, he leaves the remainder for a second meal, and his early return to a second
banquet is almost a matter of certainty. Where such a remnant of a bygone feast is found, the
capture of the Cougar is an easy matter. Aagcass left in a neighborhood where Pumas are
known to exist is sure to attract them, and day after day its bulk will be found to decrease until
the bones only remain. By thus "baiting” a certain place and drawing the Pumas thither, the way
is paved forheir most certain destruction. The gmap is very simply constructed, and may be
put in working order in a very few moments. The weapon may be a rifle egshotn the latter
case it should be heavily loaded with bstiot. The stock should be firstriily tied to some
tree, or secured in a stout crotch driven into the ground, the barrel being similarly supported.



The gun should be about three feet from the ground, and should be aimed at some near tree to
avoid possible accident to a chance pabgewrithin its range. The gun should then be cocked,
but not cappeddue caution being always used, and the cap adjusted the very last thing after the
trap is baited andage 21set. Where a rifle is used, the cartridge should not be inserted until the
last thng.

It is next necessary to cut a small sapling about a foot or two in length. Its diameter should
allow it to fit snugly inside the guard in front of the trigger, without springing the hammer. Its
other end should now be supported by a very slightlerate shown in our illustration. Another
sapling should next be procured, its length being sufficient to reach from the muzzle of the gun
to the end of the first stick, and having a branch stub or hook on one end. The other extremity
should be attached laystring to the tip of the first slick.

Now take a portion of the carcass and draw it firmly over thak o the long stick. Prop the
latter in such a position as that the bait shall hang directly in front of the muzzle. The crotch
supporting the bait stick should be firmly implanted in the ground in order to hold the bait from
being drawn to either side tife muzzle.

The guntrap is now set, and its merits may be tested. Before adjusting the cap the pieces
should be tried several times to insure their perfect working. A slight pull on the bait from the
front will draw the short stick forward. This immety rage 27acts on the trigger and causes the
hammer to snap. By a few trials, the sticks can be arranged so as to spring the trigger easily, and
where a hair trigger is used, a mere touch on the bait will suffice to discharge the gun. When all
is foundto work perfectly, the trap should be surrounded by a rude pen of sticks and branches,
extending two or three feet beyond the muzzle, in order to insure an approach directly in the aim
of the gun. The cap should now be placed on the nipple, after whiciedty device may be
left to do its certain work. The remaining portion of the carcass should be removed, and where



the locality is likely to be frequented by other hunters or trappers, it is well to put up a "danger"
signal to guard against accidentdHsired two or three guns may be arranged like the spokes of
a wheel, all aiming near the bait. Even with one gun the victim stands but little chance, but
where two or three pour their contents into his body, his death is an absolute certainty.

By fastenng the gun three feet above ground the load is discharged upward into the mouth of
its victim, and thus directly through the brain. Where two or more guns are used, it is advisable
to aim at least one in such a direction as will send its charge inbogstof the animal.

The Indian Panther is very commonly taken by the gun trap, and even Lions are sometimes
secured by the same device, only increased in power by a larger number of guns.

There are several other methods of setting the gun trap. Oneowsigts in attaching a string
to the finger piece of the trigger, passing it back through a small staple or screw eye inserted in
the under side of the stock for that purpose, and then drawing the string forward and attaching it
to the top of the bait stc This latter is stuck in the ground directly in front of the muzzle and
the bait secured to its extremity. When the tempting morsel is grasped, the bait stick is drawn
forward and the string pulled, the result of course being the discharge of the giill. &8yother
method, an elastic is passed through the screw eye in the stock and over the finger piece of the
trigger, thus tending continually to draw it back and spring the hammer. To set the gun a short
stick is inserted behind the finger piece, tlovercoming the power of the elastic. It should be
very delicately adjusted, so that a mere touch will dislodge it. Its length should be about six
inches, and to its other end the bait stick should be attached and arranged as first described.
Although a ratber dangerous trap to be set at random it is neverthelgsszoften utilized and
has brought many a dreaded marauder to his doom.

The bear, lynx, and other large animals are sometimes taken by the gun trap, but it is most
generally set for the Puma.

THE BOW TRAP.

This device does duty in India and Southern Asia, where it is known agehé&ap.



It is easily constructed as follows: First cut a stout board five inches in width, two and a half
feet in length and about two inchiesthickness. Shave off one end to a point so that it may be
driven into the ground. At the other extremity, in the middle of the board and about two inches
from the edge, a hole one half an inch in diameter and three quarters of an inch in height, should
be made; two auger holes, one directly above the other with the sides flatly trimmed, will answer
perfectly. The arrow should next be constructed. This should be made of seasoned oak or ash,
two feet in length, perfectly straight, smooth and rounde 24and one third of an inch in
diameter. One end should be notched for the bow string and vaned with thin feathers after the
manner of ordinary arrows. The other extremity should be armed with a steel barb sharply
pointed, and firmly riveted in place. Anyaaksmith can forge such a tip; the shape of which is
plainly seen in our engraving. The bow should consist of a piece of stout seasoned hickory, oak
or ash four feet long, if such a bow is not at hand, a stout sapling may be used. The bow string
may consisof catgut, or stout Indian twine.

Before setting the trap, it is advisable to attract the game to the spot selected as already alluded
to in connection with the gun trap, and particularly so when the Puma is the victim sought. In our
illustration we se the trap as it appears when set, and the same precaution of aiming at some tree
should be exercised as advise with the gun trap. The bow should first be secured in place directly
beneath and one eighth of an inch from the edge of the hole in the aekraatd). Two



large wire staples may be used for this
purpose, being passed over the bow through holéde board and clinched on the opposite side.
The bend of the bow and length of string should now be determined, one end of the latter being
attached to the tip of the bow and the other end supplied with a loop. The board should then be
driven into theground to the depth of about eight inches. We will next take up the arrow. Pass
the barb through the hole in the board and adjust the notch over thetromyy draw the arrow

back and release the string. If the arrow slide easily and swiftly, throudpodneé, keeping true

to its aim, the contrivance is in perfect working order and is ready to be set. This is accomplished
by the very simple and ingenious mechanical arrangement, showh &n(the under side of

the arrow just behind the barb, a flat notune eighth of an inch in depth and two and a half
inches in length is cut, with rounded ends, as seen in the illustration. The bait stick should
consist of a sapling about three feet in length, the large end being trimmeg: seas to fit in

the holeover the arrow while the notch in the latter rests in the bottom of the aperture as seen in
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the illustration l (b). The trap may then be

set. Draw back the arrow, until the notch rests in the hole in the board. Insert the bagrstick
lightly above the arrow as shown df),(propping it in place at the angle seen in the main
drawing. The bait for auma should consist of a portion of some carcass, or if for other animals,
any of the baits given in our section on "trapping” may be used. In order to secure the bait firmly
to the bait stick, a small hole and a peg at the side of the baited end wiluaffie prevent its
removal and the trap win thus most surely be sprung. The prop which sustains the bait stick need
be only a small crotch inserted a little to one side of the trap. The bow should now be surrounded
by a wide pen, allowing room for the spg of the ends. The top of the enclosure should also be
guarded by a few sticks or branches laid across. Directly in front of the trap and extending from
it, a double row of rough stakes three feet high should be constructed, thus insuring an approach



in the direct range of the arrow. Without this precaution the bait might be approached from the
side, and the arrow pass beneath the head of the animal, whereas on the other hand it is sure to
take effect in the neck or breast of its victim. Of course theesgcof this trap depends entirely

upon the strength of the bow. When a large and powerful one is used its effect is almost surely
fatal.

Another form of the bow trap, much used in the capture of the tiger, forms the subject of our
next illustration: no Ait is here used. The trap is set at the side of the beaten path of the tiger and
is sprung by the animal pressing against a string in passing. The bow is large and powerful and is
secured to two upright posts about eight inches apart. The string is lolaakwand a blunt stick
is then inserted between the bow string and the inside centre of the bow, thus holding the latter in
a bent position. A stout stick, with a flattened end is next inserted between the end of the blunt
stick and the inside of the bowhe rage 26remaining part of the stick extending downwards, as
our illustration shows. To the lower end of this stick a string is attached and carried across the
path in the direct range of the arrow, being secured to a stake on the opposite sideilie arr
generally barbed with a steel or flint point, and wound with thread saturated with a deadly
poison. This is now rested on the top of the bow between the upright parts, and its notch caught
in the bowstring. Everything is then in readiness. The tigeon steals along his beaten track.

He comes nearer and nearer the trap until at last his breast presses the string. Twang, goes the
bow and the arrow is imbedded in the flesh of its victim. He writhes for a few moments, until he

is released from his toments by the certain death which follows the course of the poison through

his veins.

The use of the poisois very dangerous: a mere scratch through the skin is likely to prove
fatal, and the trapper is thus likely to prove his own victim. Poisoned arrows are little used by
trappers; and the bow trap, when properly constructed, is sufficiently effectiveutvitine
venom.



THE DOWN -FALL.

This is the famous harpoon trap, so commonly used in Africa for the capture of the
hippopotamus. There is no reason why  Page 27
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it may not be
successfully employed in our own country for taking large game, or modified on a reduced scale
for smaller animals.

The hippopotamus makes his daily rounds in regular beaten pathesmgsthe trapper,
knowing this peculiarity, turns it to advantage. This is a common habit with many animals; and
these "runways" are easily detected by the matted leaves and grass and the broken twigs. Over
such a beaten track the harpdaap is suspended.

The harpoon used by the native African trappers somewhat resembles a-liobbbd
arrowhead, and has a reflexed prong on the shaft just behind thedbard®t of combination
between a spear and a fishok. It is a terrible weapon; and, when once téad into the flesh
of its victim, its withdrawal is impossible, on account of the reflexed barb. Any sharp steel shaft
will answer the purpose of the harpoon; it should be eight or ten inches in length, and filed to a
keen point. We will now construct thieap. The first requisite is a straight section of the branch
of some tree. This should be about four inches in diameter, and four feet in length. Into one end



of this beam the harpoon should be firmly imbedded, allowing the point to project about six
inches. This beam should then bee 2sweighted with two large stones, attached firmly by a
rope, about eighteen inches above the harpoon. At about six inches from the other end of the log
a notch should be cut, having its flat side uppermost, as showryplaiour illustration. The
implement is now ready.

Select some favorably situated tree, whose branches extend over the pathway chosen for the
trap. By the aid of a rope secured to the log, and thrown over the limb, the weighted beam may
be drawn up intohe tree. While thus held by a person below, the trapper should climb the tree to
complete operations. For this purpose, a smaller branch about three feet in length should be cut.
One end should be flattened off on both sides, so as to fit in the ndteh eam; and the part
which rests on the limb, as seen in the illustration, should also be flattened to prevent turning. A
piece of stout Indian twine should next be fastened to the unwhittled end of the stick, which may
then be adjusted in the notchtbé harpoon beam, as seen in the engraving. The string may then
be thrown down, and grasped by the companion below, who holds it firmly, after which the
original rope may be removed. It will be noticed that the weight of the harpoon and
accompaniments resbn the short arm of the lever which passes over the limb of the tree, and
the tension on the string from the long arm is thus very slight. This precaution is necessary for
the perfect working of the trap. To complete the contrivance, a small peg watin@ded notch
should be cut, and driven into the ground directly plumb beneath the long end of the lever. It
should be inserted into the earth only sufficiently to hold the string without pulling out, and the
sideof the notch should face the path; its tighould be about a foot. Into the notch the string
should be passed, being afterwards drawn across the path and secured on the opposite side at the
same height. The trap is now set; and woe to the unlucky quadruped that dares make too free
with that strng! A very slight pressure from either side is equally liable to slip the string from
the notch, or loosen the peg from the ground; and the result is the same in eitidedoase,
comes the weighted harpoon, carrying death and destruction to its victim.

For large animals, this made of setting will be found to work perfectly. When constructed on a
smaller scale, it may be slightly modified. It will be noticed that, when the string is approached
from one side, it is merely slipped out of the nadch, slight pressure being sufficient to
dislodge it9 while the pressureage 2sfrom the opposite direction must be strong enough to lift
the peg out of the ground bodily. This is easily done when the peg is lightly inserted; but, to
insuresuccess, even witlight pressure from either side, an additional precaution may be used,
if desired. Instead of fastening the end of the string securely to some object on the further side of
the path, it is well to provide the end of the cord with a ring or loop, which shoulasbecover
a nail or short peg driven in some tree or branch, or fastened into an upright stake, firmly
embedded into the ground. The nail should point in the opposite direction from the notch in the
peg, and its angle should incline slightly toward ththph will thus be seen that an approach
from one side forces the string from the notch in the peg, while an opposite pressure slides the
ring from the nail.

This mode of setting is especially desirable for small animals, on account of its being more
sersitive.



Such a trap may be successfully used for the puma, bear, and the lynx. When constructed for
smaller animals, the harpoon may be dispensed with, a large stone being equally effective in its
deathdealing qualities

THE BEAR TRAP.

This trap is consticted after the idea of the eldshioned box or rabbit trap, and has been the
means of securing many a hungry bear, or even puma, whose voracity has exceeded its cunning.
The lynx and wildcat are also among its occasional victims; and inasmuch assibagns are
taken alive great sport is often realized before the captive is brought under control.

Our illustration gives a very clear idea of the affair. The sides are built of stout young tree
trunks, cut into sections and firmly driven into the groclute together. For a large anindag
bear, for instancé, the enclosure should be about seven feet deep, two and a half feet wide, and
four feet high. The top should be built in with the sides, after the manner of the log cabin,
described irpage (244.Yhe two posts at the entrance should be first set up. On the back side of
each, near the end, a deep notch should be cut for the reception of the cross piece at the top. This
should likewise be notched in a similar manner oth lsades of each end, so as to fit singly into
the notches in the uprights on the one side, and into the second pair of upright®n the
other. These latter should next be inserted firmly into the ground, having been previously
notched on both sided their upper ends, as described for the cross piece. They may either be
fixed in place and the cross piece sprung in between them at the top, or the latter may be held in
the notches of the first pair, while the second are being inserted. Continuenthiiuse full
length of the sides are reached, when the end may be closed by an upright wall of plain logs,
either hammered into the ground, after the manner of the sides, or arranged one above another in
notches between the two end uprights. The slidiogr is next required. This should be large
enough to cover the opening, and should be made of stout board slabs, firmly secured by cross
pieces. It should be made to slide smoothly into grooves cut into perpendicular logs situated on
each side of the op#rg, or may be arranged to slip easily between the flattened side of one log
on each side and the front of the pen. Either way works well. In the latter an additional upright or
short board should be inserted in the ground at the edges of the slidingpdwenent the latter
from being forced to either side by the efforts of the enclosed captive.
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There ae two or three ways of setting the trap, depending upon the desired game. For a bear it
is arranged as in our illustration. An upright post, two feet in length, should lregeutito an
edge at one end, and wedged in between the logs at the top @ptheear the middle. Across
the top of this, a pole seven feet in length, should be rested; one end being attached by a loop, or
secured in a notch in the sliding door, and the other supplied with a strong string about four feet
in length, with a stick gt inches in length secured to its end. Through the centre log, in the
back of the pen, and about two feet from the ground, an auger hole should be made. The bait
stick with bait attached should be inserted through this hole from the inside, and tHe spind
caught on the outside between its projecting end and a nail driven in the adjoining upright. This
principle is clearly illustrated opage 105t (@), and, if desired, the method)(may be used
also. For a bear, the baihould consist of a piece of meat scented with burnt Rkoomp. The
odor of honey will tempt a bear into almost any trap, and even into such close quarters as the
above he will enter without the slightest suspicion, when a feast of honey is in view.

For the cougar, or puma, the best bait is a live lamb or a young pig, encaged in a small pen
erected at the end of the trap. A fowl is also excellent. When thus baited, the setting of the trap is
varied. The upright post at the top of the trap is insertecenéae front, and the cross pole is
stouter. The auger hole is bored in the top of the trap, through the centre of one of the logs, and
about twenty inches from the back end of the trap. The spindle is dispensed with and the end of
the string is provided ith a large knot, which is lowered through the auger hole, and is
prevented from slipping back by the insertion of a stick beneath. This stick should be about three
feet in length, and of such a size at the end as will snugly fit into the auger holeultt b
inserted delicately, merely enough to hold the knot from slipping back, and so as to be easily
released by a slight movement in any direction.

This mode of setting is more fully detailed page 52 As the puma steala upon his prey he
dislodges the stick, the lid falls, and he finds himself imprisoned with his intended victim. This



trap is much used in India and Asia for the capture of the tiger, and the jaguar of South America
is frequently entrapped by the sameides.

THE PIT -FALL.

The tiger is the scourge of India and Southern Asia and some sections of these countries are so
terribly infested withrage 32the brutes that the inhabitants are kept in a continual staéerof
by their depredations. Many methods are adopted by the natives for the destruction of the terrible
creatures, some of which have already been described. Fradl pét still another device by
which this lurking marauder is often captured and dgstiolt sometimes consists of a mere pit
covered and baited in the haunts of the tiger, or is constructed in a continuous deep ditch
surrounding the habitations of the natives, and thus acting as a secure protection. The pit is about
twelve feet deep anen feet in width, and its outside edge is lined with a hedge five or six feet
in height. As the fierce brute steals upon his intended prey, he nears the hedge and at one spring
its highest branch is cleared. He reaches the earth only to find himselbatttira of a deep pit,
from which there is no hope of escape, and where he speedily becomes the merciless victim of a
shower of deadly arrows and bullets.

Happily we have no tigers in the United States, but the puma and the lynx are both fit subjects
for the pitfall. These animals cannot be said to exist in such numbers as to become a scourge
and a stranger to the inhabitants of any neighborhood, and for this reason the "Moat"
arrangement of the pfall is not required. The simple pit is often used, avitkn properly
constructed and baited is a vesyretrap. The hole should be about twelve feet in depth and
eight feet across, widening at the bottom. Its opening should be covered with slicks, earth and
leaves, so arranged as to resemble the surroundsgsich as possible, but so lightly adjusted
as that they will easily give way at a slight pressure. One edge of the opening should now be
closely built up with stakes firmly inserted into the ground, and so constructed as to form a small
pen in the middlein which to secure the bait, generally a live turkey, goose, or other fowl. The
other three sides should also be hedged in by a single row of upright stakes three or four feet in
height, and a few inches apart in order that the hungry puma may whepbigeaby glimpses
between them.

They should be firmly imbedded in the earth directly at the edge of the pit, and as far as
possible trimmed of their branches on the inside. There will thus be a small patch of solid ground
for the feet of the fowl, whickhould be tied by the leg in the enclosure. Our trap is now set, and
if there is a puma in the neighborhood he will be sure to pay it a call and prolvadity a

Spying his game, he uses every effort to reach it throughrahesscrevices between the
stakes. The cries of the frightened fowl arouse and stimulate his appetite, and at last exasperated
by his futile efforts to seize his victim, he springs over the fence of stakes and is lodged in the
depths of the pit.

The puma is very agile of movemeatd unless the pit is at least twelve feet in depth there is
danger of his springing out. Any projecting branch on the inside of the stakes affords a grasp for
his ready paw, and any such branch, if within the reach of his leap, is sure to effect hes escap
For this reason it is advisable to trim smoothly all the projections and leave no stub or knot hole



by which he could gain the slightest hold. The construction of-glpits a rather difficult
operation on account of the digging which it necessit&@easthis account it is not so much used

as many other traps which are not only equally effective but much more easily constructed. The
following is an examplé:

THE LOG COOP TRAP.

This is commonly set for bears, although a deer or a puma bedsrregjuent tenant. As its
name implies it consists of a coop of logs, arranged after the principle of the Coop Trap
described orpage 67 The logs should be about eight feet in length, notched at the ends as
described for tb Log Cabin,page (244)Lay two of the logs parallel about seven feet apart.
Across their ends in the notches, lay two others and continue building up thduaeb" fashion
until the height of about six feet is reached. Toeners may be secured as they are laid by
spikes, or they may be united afterward in mass by a rope firmly twisted about them from top to
bottom. Logs should now be laid across the top of the coop and firmly secured by the spikes or
rope knots. There ameveral ways of setting the trap. A modification of that describgubge
67 works very well, or an arrangement of spindle and bait stick, as in the Boxpbag,105
may also be employed. the latter case, the bait stick is either inserted between the logs at the
back of the coop, or a hole is bored through one of them for this purpose. For this mode of
setting, the coop should be constructed beneath some tree. It is set by means aftactoge to
the upper edge of one of its sides the rope being thrown over a limb of the tree and the loose end
brought down and secured to the bait stick by a spindle, as deserxibedfor the trap orpage
(195). The limbhere acts in place of the tall end piece of the Box Trap, and by raising the coop
up to such an angle as that it will be nearly poised, the setting may be made so delicate that a
mere touch on the bait stick from the interior will dislodge the piecesdearall the enclosure.
The simplestmode of setting the trap is that embodied in the "snare" methpdgm (52) The
rope is here provided with a knot, which must pass easily between the logs, or through the hole
at the baclof the coop, the length of rope being so arranged as that the coop shall be sufficiently
raised where the knot projects into the interior. The introduction of the bait stick beneath the
knot will thus prevent the latter from being drawn back, and thusrapiis set. The bait stick in
any case should be about two feet in length; and with this leverage but a slight touch will be
required to spring the pieces. In the latter method the limb of the tree is not necessary. A stout
crotched stake driven into thlground about twenty feet, at the back of the coop, will answer
every purpose, and the coop may be constructed wherever desired. This is a most excellent trap
for large animals. It secures the game alive, and is thus often productive of most exciting sport
For the bear, the bait should consist of honey or raw meat. Full directions for baiting all kinds of
American game are given under their respective heads in another part of this book. The Coop
Trap may be constructed of any dimensions, from the smathgraonpage (67)to the size
above described.

There are several other inventions commonly used for the capture of large animals in various
parts of the globe, which would be of little avail in this country. Such is theahfi@orrall, or
Hopo, by which whole herds of quaggas, elands, and buffalo are often destroyed. The trap
consists of two hedges in the form of the letter V, which are very high and thick at the angle.
Instead of the hedges being joined at this point, theyrade to form a lane about two hundred
feet in length, at the extremity of which a giant pit is formed. Trunks of trees are laid across the



margins to prevent the animals from escaping. The opening of this pit is then covered with light
reeds and smallrgen boughs. The hedges often extend miles in length and are equally as far
apart at these extremities. The tribe of hunters make a circle, three or four miles around the
country adjacent to the opening, and gradually closing up are almost sure to analgsebody

of game, which, by shouts and skilfully hurled Javelins, they drive into the narrowing-wglls

35 of the Hopo. The affrighted animals rush headlong to the gate presented at the end of the
converging hedges and here plunge-p&ll into thepit, which is soon filled with a living mass.
Some escape by running over the others; and the natives, wild with excitement, spear the poor
animals with mad delight, while others of the brutes are smothered and crushed by the weight of
their dead and dyg companions. It is a most cruel and inhuman device, and its effects are
sometimes appalling.

THE NET TRAP.

The lion and tiger are often taken in a net, which is secured to a frame work and suspended
over a tempting bait. When the latter is touched thdalls, and the victim becomes entangled
in the meshes and is securely caught. So far as we know, this mode of capture is never tried in
this country. For the puma, lynx and witdt we fancy it might work admirably. The net should
be of stout cord, ancheuld be secured to a heavy square frame work, tilted as in the coop trap,
already described. There should be plenty of slack in the net, and the looseness should be drawn
flat over the framework in folds. The contrivance may be set by a large figurérdpupage
(107), or the device described under the coop trape (67)

The use of bird lime, for the capture of a tiger, certainly seems odd; but it is, nevertheless, a
common mode of takinthe animal, in the countries where this marauder abounds. The viscid,
tenacious preparation known as bird lime is describeobge (97)and is familiar to most of our
readers. For the capture of birds it is unfailing, wheneotheir delicate plumage comes in
contact with it. Its effect on the tiger is surprising, and many a hunter has secured his striped foe
by its aid. For this purpose, the cans of the preparation are arranged on elevated boards around a
bed of leaves, in wbh the bait is placed. A small platform is so placed that the tiger shall step
upon it in reaching for the bait, which, by the aid of strings, tilts the boards and tips off the cans.
The lime spills on its victim and over the bed of leaves, and the tighis endeavors to free
himself from the sticky substance only succeeds in spreading it, and as he rolls and tumbles on
the ground he soon becomes completely smeared and covered with the dry leaves, from which it
is impossible for him to extricate himgel

In his frantic rage he writhes upon the ground and becemessan easy prey to the hunter,
who is generally on hand for the fray.

Steel traps are much used for the capture of large game, and are made in sizes especially
adapted for the purpose. d$e are described under the proper head, in another portion of this
work; and the various baits and modes of setting required for the different animals, are clearly
set forth under their respective titles of the latter, in the section "Art of Trapping."
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SNARES OR MOOSE TRAPS.

2 hese devices, although properly coming under the head of "traps,"
differ from them in the sense in which thane generally understood.sharenaturally implies
anentanglementand for this reason the term is applied to those contrivances which secure their
victims by the aid of strings or nooses. Inventions of this kind are among the most useful and
successfuto the professional Trapper, and their varieties are numerous. The "“pitetll be
recognized as a familiar example by many of our country readers, who may have seen it during
their rambles, cautiously set in the low underbrush, awaiting its pregyloayps holding aloft its
misguided victim.

Snares are among the most interesting and ingenious of the trap kind, besides being the most
sure and efficacious. They possess one advantage over all other traps; they can be made in the
woods, and out of the oumonest material.

Let the young trapper supply himself with a small, sharp hatchet, and a stout, keen edged jack
knife,d these being the only tools required. He should also provide himself with a coil of fine
brass "sucker wire," or a quantity of ho#s&r nooses (which will be described further on), a
small ball of tough twine and a pocket full of bait, such as apples, corn, oats and the like, of
course depending upon the game he intends to trap. With these, his requirements are complete,
and he has the awerial for a score of capital snares, which will do him much excellent service if
properly constructed. Perhaps the most common of the noose traps is the ordinary

QUAIL SNARE,

which forms the subject of our first illustration. This consists of a sefiesases fastened to a
strong twine or wire. Theyage 40may be of any number, and should either consist of fine wire,
horsehair, or fine fishline. If of wire, common brass "sucker wire," to be found in nearly all
hardware establishments and countryestpis the best. Each noose should be about four inches
in diameter. To make it, a small loop should be twisted on one end of the wire, and the other
passed through it, thus making a slipping loop, which will be found to work very easily. Fifteen
or tweny of these nooses should be made, after which they should be fastened either to a stout
string or wire, at distances of about four inches from each other, as seen in our illustration. Each
end of the long string supporting the nooses should then be fddte@ewooden peg. After
selecting the ground, the pegs should be driven into



the earth, drawing

the stringtightly, as seen in our |IIustrat|on The ground around the nooses should then be
sprinkled with corn, oats, and the like, and the trap is set. As a general thing, it is advisable to set
it in a neighborhood where quails are known to abound; and asuheylrover the ground in

search of food, they are sure to come across the bait strewn for them, and equally as certain to be
caught and entangled in the nooses. The writer has known as many as six quails to be thus
caught at a time, on a string of onlyewe nooses. Partridges and woodcock will occasionally

be found entangled in the snare, and it willtoftes happen that a rabbit will be secured by the
device.

HOOP NOOSES.

This is a variation from the above, the noose being attached to a barrel libtdpe datter
being fastened to two stout posts, which are firmly driven into the ground. By their scattering the
bait inside the hoop, and adjusting the loops, the contrivance is complete.

This is a very old and approved method.

In the initial (T) at thehead of this section we give alsase 41another suggestion for a noose
trap. The cross pieces are tacked to the top of the upright, and a noose suspended from each
endg the bait adjusted as there seen.

We have mentioned horbair nooses as being dedite, and they are commonly used; but, as
it takes considerable time to make them, and the wire answering the purpose fully as well, we
rather recommend the wire in preference. We will give a few simple directions, however, for the
making of the horséairnooses, in case our readers might desire to use them instead.

Select long, stout hairs from the tail of any horse, (we would recommend that it be a good
tempered horse), take one of the hairs and double it in the middle, hold the double between the
thumb and forefinger of the left hand, letting the two ends hang from the under side of the
thumb, and keeping the hairs between the thumb and finger, about a third of an inch apart. Now
proceed to twist the two hairs toward the end of the finger, letting tvesihtogether as the loop
emerges on the upper side of the thumb.

A little practice will overcome what at first seems very difficult. To keep the two hairs between
the fingers at the right distance of separation, and at the same time to twist theravariled
loop from between the fingers as thae twisted, seems quite a complicated operation; and so it
will be found at first. But when once mastered by practice, the twisting of five nooses a minute
will be an easy matter. When the entire length ofhthies are twisted, the ends should be cut off



even and then passed through the small loop at the folded end. The noose is then ready to be
fastened to the main string of support. Heins& nooses are commonly used in nearly all snares

as they are alway® be had, and possess considerable strength. The fine brass wire is also
extensively used, and the writer rather prefers it. It is very strong and slips easily, besides doing
away with the trouble of twisting the loops, which to some might be a vergutifind tedious
operation. We recommend the wire, and shall allude to it chiefly in the future, although the
horsehair may be substituted whenever desired.

There is another modification of the foregoing quedps very commonly utilized by
professionakrappers of many countries. A low hedge is constructed, often hundreds of feet in
length small openings are left here and there, in which the nooses are placed, as in the
accompanying engraving. The bait is strewn around on both sides of the hedge,gnodisk or
other game, on its discovery, are almost sure to become entaagledsooner or later. It is a
well-known fact about these birds, that they will always seek to yadsr an object which
comes in their way rather than fly over it; and alifjlo the hedge of this trap is only a foot or
more in height, the birds will almost invariably run about until they find an opening, in
preference to flying over it. It is owing to this peculiarity of habit that they are so easily taken by
this method. Ouillustration gives only a very short section of hedge; it may be extended to any
length. The writer's experience with the hedge nooses has been very satisfactory, although never
using a length greater than ten feet. It IS well

: : to set the hedge in the
locality where quails or partrldges akaownto run. And in setting, it is always desirable to
build the hedge so that it will stretch over some open ground, and connect with two trees or
bushes. Cedar boughs are excellent for the purpose, but any close brushwood will answer very
well. Strew the ground with corn, oats and the like. A small quaortity is necessary.

There is another noose trap commonly used abroad, and very little known herérdeisag,
and goes by the name of the "triangle snare.” It is not designed for the capturgaftanyar
kind of bird, although it often will sece fine and rare specimens. It consists of a sapling of
wood, bent and tied in the form of a triangle, as shown in our illustration. This may



4""‘:’“"’"*9‘—-—“53:““ be of any size, depending altogether on the bird the young
trapper fancies to secure. A noose should be suspended in the triangle from its longest point.
This noose should hang as indicated in our illustration, falimgenough to leave a space of an

inch or so below it at the bottom of the triangle. The bait, consisting of a piece of an apple, a
berry, insect, or piece ofage 43meat, according to the wish of the trapper, should then be
suspended in the centre of theose, after which the contrivance should be hung in some tree to
await events. As they are so easily made and can be carried with so little trouble, it is an
excellent plan to set out with a dozen or so, hanging them all in different parts of the amods;
under circumstances of so many being set, scarcely a day will pass in which the trapper will not
be rewarded by some one of the snares. The writer once knew of a case where a hawk was
captured by one of these simple devices. In this case it had lespsessly, and the wire was

extra strong. This trap, we believe, is quite common in parts of Germany, but, as far as we know,
has not been utilized to any great extent in our country. We recommend it with great confidence.

For the capture of woodchucksuskrats and housats, the wire noose may also be adapted
to good purpose. Many a woodchuck has been secured by the aid of this simple invention. It is
only necessary to arrange the loop in the opening of the burrow, securing the wire to a stout
stick, firmly driven into the ground. If properly "set" the animal, on emerging from the burrow,
will become entangled, and by his efforts to disengage himself will only tighten the loop and
thus render escape impossible. For rats, the noose should be attaehadiltoand the wire
similarly arranged over the hole.

The slippingnoose thus simply adapted becomes a most effective trap, and is always sure to
hold its victim when once within its grasp, as every struggle only tends to draw the noose tighter.
Theyare quick in their action, and produce death without much pain, and for this reason are to
be commended.

THE "TWITCH -UP."

Our next example of the snare, we imagine, is one which all ourdamlers will immediately
recognize; for it would certainly seetmat any country boy who does not know the "TwAtgd
must be far behind the times, and live in a locality where there are no rabbits, quail, or even
boys, besides himself, to suggest it. This snareusiwersal favoriteamong nearly all country
boys, ad our illustration will immediately bring it to mind. Its name, "The Twitgh" conveys
perfectly its method of working. Our illustration represents the trap as it appears when set. It has
many varieties, of which we will select the best. They may bal@ivinto two classésthose



with upright nooses, and those in which the nooseds 44spread on the ground, the latter of
which are commonly called "ground snares.” We will give our attention first to the "upright”
style. These are rather entitled tofprence on account of the harmless death which they inflict,
invariably catching by the neck. Whereas the ground nooses as frequently lift their prey into the
air by their feet, and thus prolong their suffering. Twitgds are the most successful and sidre

any snares, and that, too, without being complicated. The writer, in his younger days, was quite

an SR S A i Y expert in trapping, and
he can truthfully say that he found more enjoyment and had better success with these than with
any other kinds of traps he employed.

They are generally set in thickets or woods where either rabbits or partridges are known to
abound. Hving arrived at his chosen trapping ground, the young trapper should first select some
slender, elastic sapling; that of the hickory is the best, and is generally to be found in open
woods if not, some other kind will answer very well. It should be alftug or six feet in
length, (trimmed of its branches,) and in diameter need be no larger than-bhandie or a
broomstick. When this is decided, some spot about five feet distant from the sapling should then
be selected. The hatchet and knife will nawne into excellent use, in cutting the sticks for the
little inclosure showmage 45n our drawing. This should be about eight or ten inches in diameter,
and of about the same height. The sticks should be driven into the ground in a circle, leaving an
open space of about six inches on one side. A stout switch as large as a man's little finger, and
nearly two feet long, should then be cut and nicely sharpened at both ends. This should then be
driven into the ground in the form of an arch, at the openinigeoinclosure.

We will now ask our readers to turn their attention to the next illustration, in order to
understand what is to follow. This picture shows the method of setting the trap.

After the arch is firmly fixed in its place, a short piece of sstlould be cut, of a length
corresponding to the height of the arch. To the middle of this stick the bait should be attached,



belng either tied to it or stuck on a plug driven into the
stick, the latter bemg sharpened on one end. Next proceed to cut another stick, of about six
inches in length; let this be flattened on one end. The wire nooselgheul be fastened to the
opposite end. The noose in this case should be large enough to fill the opening of the arch. We
will now go back to the sapling again. It should be bent down slightly, and a piece of the strong
twine should be tied to its tip. Tadg hold of the string, proceed to bend down the end of the
sapling, in the direction of the inclosure, until it draws with a force strong enough to lift a rabbit

if he were tied to the end of it. Thus holding it down with the string against the frohe of t
inclosure, cut off the twine at the place where it crosses the top of the arch, as this will be the
required length. It is now necessary to tie the end of this string to the same piece of wood and at
the same place to which the noose was tied. Whenstlisne the trap may be set as shown in

the cut. The spring sapling should be bent as seen in the first illustration. The piece of wood
holding the noose should be passed beneath the top of the arch, as far as it will go, with its long
end pointing insidehe inclosure. By now supporting the inside end with the bait stick, and
carefully adjusting the noose so as to completely fill the arch, the trap will be set.

page 46ln order to reach the bait, the rabbit or bindistnecessarily pass its head throubh
noose, after which, if the bait be scarcelyched the animal's doom is sealed, and he is lifted
into the air, generally suffering almost instant death. It is well known that in the case of a rabbit
the neck is broken by a very slight blow, a strengp of the finger being often sufficient. It is
therefore safe to conclude that when thus suddenly caught and lifted by the noose, death must
occur almost instantaneously from the same cause.

It is not really necessary to success that the force of gfliemgahould be strong enough to lift
the rabbit from the ground, as a mere strong tightening of the noose would be sufficient to cause
strangulation and death. But we recommend the former method as being less painful and more
rapid in its effects.

If the young trapper should experience any difficulty in finding saplings of the right size, in the
locality where he desires to set his traps, the difficulty may be easily mended by cutting the poles
elsewhere, and carrying them to his trappingund, this ansering the purpose equally well.



They should be sharpened nicely on the large end, and firmly stuck into ground. The -"Twitch
up” may be used for the capture of all varieties of game, and when set with the noose in the
opening of a hollow tree, a stray cowill occasionally be entrapped.

The next figure represents another method of constructing this trap, The picture explains itself.

Instead of the arch, two notch sticks are driven into the
ground, one on each side of the opening of the pen, The other piece should be of the shape
shown in the figure, made either in one piece or in two pieces fastened togtemay all be
constructed from twigs in the woods. Let the noose and-dtamg now be fastened to the
middle of the cross piece, and when set it will appear as in our figure. It will easily be seen that a
slight pull on the bait will turn the crogsece from beneath the notches, and allow it to fly into

the air.

In our next instance the same principle is employed.Fifiesmotched pegs are here driven in

the back part of the pen, abc Methed No. 3. five inches apart,

with their notches towards the front. A forked bait stick of the shape shown is then procured. The
drawstring should be attached near the end furthest from the fork. By now inserting the ends
lightly beneath the notches in the pegs, at the same time letting the bait incline near the ground,
the trap will be set on a very slight lift, as the bait will dislodgepileees. Of course the noose
must be arranged in the opening of the pen, as in the previous varieties. The bait stick in both



cases should be set cautiously beneath the notches, as shayysatliiat the slightest turn will
cause it to roll out of posdhn.

A fourth method of snaring is shown in our next figure. In this instance the original arch is
used, or else some circular opening constructed in the front of the pen. Inside, at the back part of
the inclosure, a smaller arch is placed. Two sticksheme to be made similar to those mentioned
in our first example of the "Twitechp." Let the drawstring be tied to the end of one of these
sticks; after which it should be passed under the inside arch, being brought out in front of it, and
there supportetly the baitstick, as seen in our illustration. The noose should then be attached

Method No. 4. to the drawstring abovehe pen, and afterward brought down
and arranged in front of the opening. The trap is then set, and will be found on trial to work
admirably.

One of the simplest as well asirestof "Twitch-up" traps forms the subject of our next
illustration. Like the éregoing varieties it is of course to be surrounded by its pen, and supplied
with a circular opening or arch at one side, in which to hang the noose. It is constructed of three
twigs. A simple crotch & should be firmly inserted in the ground atge 43
A

Method No. . the back part of the penp)(the bait stick, consists
of a straight twig, five or six inches in length dashould be attached to the dratring at about
half an inch from the large end;) (s another forked stick with unequal arms, the long one being
driven into the ground near the opening of the pen and a little to one side, letting the remaining
arm pointdirectly towards the crotektick at the back of the pen. The noose having been
attached to the drastring, the trap may now be set. Lower the bait stick and pass the large end
under the crotch at the back of the pen, catching the baited end undeneeighot the forked



stick near the pen's opening. Arrange the noose in front of the entrance, and the thing is done. A
mere touch on the bait will suffice to throw the pieces asunder. It is an excellent plan to sharpen
the point of the forked sticlcl where it comes in contact with the bait stick, in order to make the
bearing more slight, and consequently more easily thrown from its balance.

THE POACHER'S' SNARE.

Our next example represents one of the oldest and best snhares in existenp& in
constuction, and almost infallible in its operations. It is the one in most common use among the
poachers of England, hence its name. The pieces are three in number, and may be cut from pine
wood, affording easy and profitable employment for the-jatke durng odd hours and rainy
days, when time hangs heavily.

The pieces are so simple in form and easy of construction that a sufficient number for fifty
traps might be whittled in less than two hours, by any smart boy, who is at all "handy" with his
jack-knife.

If a few good broad shingles can be found, the work is even much éasiere splitting and
notching being then all that is necessary. The bait stick should be about eight inches long,
pointed at one end, and supplied with a notch in the other at aldbanhnch from the tip. The
uprightrage 4sstick should be considerably shorter than the bait stick, and have a length of about
ten inches, one end being nicely pointed, and the broad side of the other extremity supplied with
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a notch similal N/ to the bait stick. About four inches

from the blunt end, and on the narrow side of the stick, a square notch shouldsodficiently

large to admit the bait stick loosely. The catch piece now remains. This should be about two and
a-half inches in width, and bevelled off at each end into a flat edge. The shapes of the different
pieces, together with their setting, will lEadily understood by a look at our illustration.

A hundred of these pieces will make a small bundle, and may be easily carried by the young
trapper, together with his other necessaries, as he starts off into the woods. He will thus be
supplied with pad for thirty-three traps, all ready to be set, only requiring the stakes for the
pens, which may be easily cut in the woods. Having selected a flexible sapling about five feet in
length, and having stripped it of its branches, proceed to adjust the piegesone of the



upright sticks, and insert it firmly in the ground, with its upper notch facing the sapling, and at
about four feet distant from it. Bend down the "springer,” and by its force determine the required
length for the dravstring attaching onend to the tip of the sapling, and the other near the end

of a catch piece, the latter having its bevelled side uppermost. The wire noose should then be
attached to the drastring about six inches above the captbce. The pen should now be
constructedas previously directed. Its entrance should be on thefwitteestfrom the springer,

and should be so built as that the peg in the ground shall be at the back part of the enclosure. The
pen being finished, the trap may be set.

Insert the bait stick withait attached into the square notch in the side of the upright peg; or, if
desired, it may be adjusted by a pivot or nail through both sticks, as seen in our illustration,
always letting the baited end project toward ithe: scopening. Draw down the adt piece, and
fit its ends into the notches in the back of the upright peg and extremity of thstiddaiBy now
pulling the latter slightly, and gently withdrawing the hand, the pieces will hold themselves
together, only awaiting a lift at the bait tslddge them. Adjust the wire loop at the opening of
the pen, and you may leave the trap with the utmost confidence in its ability to take care of itself,
and any unlucky intruder who tries to steal its property.

Most of the snares which we shall descrdve constructed from rough twigs, as these are
always to be found in the woods, and with a little practice are easily cut and shaped into the
desired forms. If desired, however, many of them may be whittled from pine wood like the
foregoing, and the piesecarried in a bundle, ready for immediate use. In either case, whether
made from the rough twigs or seasoned wood, it is a good plan to have them already prepared,
and thus save time at the trapping ground when time is more valuable.

THE PORTABLE SNARE.

This is simply a modification of the snare just described, but possesses decided advantages
over it in many respects. In the first place, it requires little or no protection in the shape of an
enclosure. It can be set in trees or in swamps, or in shartyiplace where an upright elastic
branch can be found or adjusted. Like the foregoing, it is to be commended for its portability,
fifty or sixty of the pieces making but a small parcel, and furnishing material for a score of traps.
We call it the "portald snare" partly in order to distinguish it from the one just described, but
chiefly because this particular variety is generally called by that name in countries where it is
most used.

It is composed of three pieces, all to be cut from a shingle or dairdbLet the first be about
eight inches long, and thregiarters of an inch in width. This is for the upright. An oblong
mortise should be cut through this piece, one inch in length, and beginning at about an inch from
the end of the stick. Three inchiesm the other end, and on one of the broad sides of the stick, a
notch should be made, corresponding in shape to that shown in our illustration. The bait stick
should be four or five inches long, one end fitting easily into the mortise, where it should be
secured by a wire or smooth nailge 51driven through so as to form a hinge, on which it will
work easily. On the upper side of this stick, and two inches distant from the pivot, a notch should
be cut, similar to that in the upright. The catch piecaishbe about two inches in length, and
bevelled off to a fiat edge at each end. This completes the pieces.



To set the trap, it is only necessary to find some stout sapling, after which the upright stick
may be attached to it close to the ground, by the aid of two pieces of stout iron wire, twisted
firmly around both. It is well to cut slight grooves at eanH ef the upright for the reception of
the wires, in order to prevent slipping. Tie a strong piece of twine arounek@nerend of the
catch piece, knotting it on the beveled side. Cut the string about two feet in length, and attach the
other end to théip of the sapling. Adjust the bait stick on its pivot. By now lowering the catch
piece, and lodging the knotted end beneath the notch in the upright and the other end in the notch
on the bait stick, the pieces will appear as in our drawing. Care shetiékdn to set the catch
pieces as slightly as possible in the notches, in order to insure sensitiveness. At about four inches
from the catch piece, the wire noose should be attached and arranged in a circle directly around
the bait. By now backing up thep with a few sticks to prevent the bait from being approached
from behind, the thing is complete, and woe to the misguided creature that dares to test its
efficacy. By adjusting the drawstring so far as the upper end of the catch piece, the leverage on
the bait stick is so slight as to require a mere touch to overcome it; and we may safely say that,
when this trap is once baited, it will stay baited, so far as animal intruders are concerned, as we
never yet have seen a rabbit or bird skilful enough twoxe the tempting morsel before being
summarily dealt with by the noose on guard duty.



For portability, however, the following has no equal.

THE "SIMPLEST" SNARE.
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This is one of the most ingenious and effective devices
used in the art of trapping; and the principle is so simple and universal in its application to traps
in general as to become a matter of great value to all whataall interested in the subject.
There is scarcely a trap of any kind which could not be set with the knotted string and bait stick,
at the expense of a little thought and ingenuity. The principle is easily understood by a look at
our engraving, which nebably represents th@mplesttwitch-up it is possible to construct. A

stout wooden peg, having a hole the size of a lead pencil near the top, is driven firmly into the
page 53ground. The "knot" is made on the end of the-gtfing, and passed througdhethole in

the peg from behind, being secured in place by the insertion of the bait stick in front. The latter
should be about four inches long, and should be inserted very Idgintigrely enough to
prevent the knot from slipping back. The noose shouldabtened to the drastring six or

seven inches from the knot, and arranged in front of the bait at the opening of the pen, which
should be constructed as previously directed. The peg should be about six inches long and the
hole should be made with a3linch auger. Dozens of these pegs may be carried without
inconvenience, and utilized in the same number of snares, in a very short time. We have already
described the soalled "portable snare;" but, for portability, there is no ndose to be
compared wh the above. We give also a few other applications of the same principle.
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Method: No. 2. In the second example, a honital stick is used

instead of the peg, the hole being made in its centre. Its ends are caught in notches in opposite
sticks at the back part of the pen, and the noose arranged at the opening.

Again, by a third method (see engraving next page), theseeabstitks may be driven into
the ground first, and a row of twigs continued on them on both sides, thus leaving a passageway
between as represented in the illustration. A noose may then be set at each opening, with the bait
in the middle; so that, at whieker side it is approached, the result is the same, besides affording
a chance of securing two birds at the same time.

THE QUAIL SNARE.

That quails are sociable in their habits, and that they run together in broods in search of their
food, is a fact welknown rage 540 all sportsmen. A most excellent opportunity is thus afforded
the hunter to secure several at one shot, and the same advantage may be gained by the trapper by
specially arranging for it. For this purpose there is no invention more desiradffective than
the snare we next illustrate; and on account of the companionable habits of the quail, it is just as
sure to catch six birds as one. The principle on which the trap works, is the same as in the three
foregoing.



Two notched pegs are firs driven into the ground, about four inches
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Method No. 3. apart, and the flat stick with the hole in the centre
caught beneath these summits, as just described. It should be firmly secured; several nooses are
next to be attached to the drawstring, and the trap set as already directed.

The best bait consists of"'aub" of popcorn, firmly impaled on the spindle, together with a
few loose grains scattered on the ground right beneath it. The nooses should be arranged around
the bait so as to touch or overlap each other, and the bait stick introduced

into the hole a little more firmly than when set with one
noose. The quail on reaching the trap all rush for the corneogrthund, and thus fill nearly if

not all the nooses. When the supply here is exhausted, then united attacks are directed towards
the "nub” on the bait stick, which soon becomes loosened: the knot is thus released and each
noose will probably launch a viot in mid-air. This invention is original with the author of this

work, so far as he knows; and it will be found the simplest as well as most effective quail snare
in existence. Poporn is mentioned as bait partly on account of its being a favorite fabdhe

quail; but particularly because tipeckingwhich it necessitatesage ssin order to remove the

grains from the cob, is sure to spring the trap. If pop corn cannot be had, common Indian corn
will answer very well. Oats or buckwheat may also b&luas the ground bait, if desired.

THE BOX SNARE.



This is a most wunique device, and wil well repay anyone who may

ﬁ;’t\

N

: desire to test its merits. It may be set for
a rabbits, coon, or feathered game, of course varying the size of the box accordingly. For
ordinary purposes, it should be seven or eight inches square, leaving one end open. Place it in the
position slown in the illustration and proceed to bore an auger hole in the top board, one and a
half inches from the back edge.

This is for the reception of the bait stick. Directly opposite to this and an inch from the front
edge of the board a notched peg shdiddnserted. A gimlet hole should now be bored on a line
between the auger hole and notched peg, and half an inch from the latter. A small stout screw
eye should next be inserted at the rear edge of the board, and another one fastened to the back
board, tvo inches from the bottom. With these simple preparations the box is complete. The bait
stick should be about five or six inches long and supplied with a notch at the upper end. It should
be of such a size as to pass easily into the auger hole, and pmitidedoeg inserted through it
at about an inch and a half from the notched end, as shown in our illustrat®ynTadig object
of this peg is to prevent the bait stick from being drawn entirely through the hole byythe
force of the pull from abav The catch piece should be only long enough to secure its ends
beneath the notches in the peg at the top of the box and the projecting bait stick. It should be
bevelled off at the tips as in the instances previously described, and attached to asuekerof
wire, the point of attachment being at about an inch from the end of the stick. The wire should be
about two and a half feet in length, the catch piece being fastened at about six inches from one
end. To set this neat little invention it is firstcessary to procure a strong and elastic switch
about four feet in length, sharpen it slightly at the large end and insert it firmly in the screw eye
at the back of the box, securing it in place at the top by strings through the screw eye at that
place. Bynow attaching the short end of the wire to the tip of the sapling, inserting the bait stick
from the inside of the box, and securing the catch piece in the notches, the other pieces will be in



equilibrium, and the only remaining thing to be done is to gfes$ong end of the wire through

the gimlet hole, and form it into a slipping noose which shall completely fill the opening of the
box. In order to reach the bait the animal must pass his head through the noose, and it can be
easily seen that the slightgall on that tempting morsel will release the catch piece and tighten

the wire around the neck of the intruder. Where the trap is small and the captured animal is large,
it will sometimes happen that the box will be carried a distance of several feet bef
overpowering its victim; but it is sure to do it in the end if the spring powers of the sapling are
strong and it is firmly secured to the box. If desired, the box may be tied to a neighboring stone
or tree to prevent any such capers; but it will galiebe found unnecessary, and a few minutes'
search will always reveal it with its unlucky captive.

We have described the box with its spring attached; but this is not a requisite, as it may be used
with growing sapling when required.

The same trap maye constructed of a pasteboard box and whalebone, for the capture of small
birds, and used with good success. The size we have mentioned is adaptable for rabbits and
animals of the same size, but is really larger than necessary for feathered game.

THE DOUBLE BOX SNARE.

This is another embodiment of the same principle which has already been descriBettheviz.
knotted string. By many itage 57s considered an improvement on the box snare just mentioned,
owing to the possibility of its taking two victimg the same time. It may be set for rabbits,
mink, or muskrat, and will be found very efficient.

It consists of a box about eight inches square, one foot in length, and open at both ends. In the
centre of the top board a hole of the



- diameter of a lead
pendal should be bored, and a smaller aperture also made in the middle of each end near the edge
as seen in the accompanying engraving. The spring is next required. This should consist of an
elastic switch or small pole, three or more feet in length. It sHmildserted in a slanting auger

hole, made through the middle of one of the side boards near the bottom at the angle shown at
(). Should the switch fit loosely it may be easily tightened by a small wedge driven in beside it.
The bait stick If) should beabout four inches in length, and large enough to fit easily into the
hole in the centre of the top board. Next procure a stout bit of cord about eight inches in length.
Tie one end to the tip ofage ssthe switch and provide the other with a large doldnlet. A

second knot should then be made, about an inch and a half above the first. A piece of sucker wire
is the next necessity. Its length should be about five feet, and its centre should be tied over the
uppermost knot in the string. If the bait is nowréadiness, the trap may be set. Bend down the
switch until the end knot will pass through the hole in the centre of the board. When it appears in
the inside of the box, it should then be secured by the insertion of the top of the bait stick, as
shown at(b). This insertion need be only very slight, a sixteenth of an inch being all that is
sufficient to prevent the knot from slipping back. The spring is thus held in the position seen in
the drawing, and the loose ends of the sucker wire should then legl plasenward through the

small holes and arranged in nooses at both openings of the box. Our trap is now set, and the
unlucky creature which attempts to move that bait from either approach, will bring its career to
an untimely end. The bait stick may bed®icately adjusted as to need only the slightest touch

to dislodge it. Such a fine setting is to be guarded against, however, being as likely to be sprung
by a mouse as by a larger animal. The setting is easily regulated, being entirely dependent upon
theslight or firm insertion of the bait stick. Among all the "modi operandi” in the construction of
traps, there is scarcely one more simple than the principle embodied in this variety, and there is
none more effective.



The box snare already described maysbt by the same method, and indeed the principle may
be applied to almost any trap, from the simplest snare descrijgben52}o the largest dead
fall.

GROUND SNARES.

THE OLD -FASHIONED SPRINGLE.

This is the variety of snare which has been in very common use for ages, and has always been
the one solitary example of a noose trap which our "boys' books" have invariably pounced upon
for illustration. For the capture of small birds it werkery nicely; and as without it our list of
traps would be incomplete, we will give an illustration of it as it appears whersoset and
ready for its work. In constructing the affair it is first necessary to cut a flexible twig of willow
or bramble bout eighteen inches in length, and form it into a loop as see), aeturing the
tips by a few circuits of string, and allowing the larger end to project an inch or more beyond the
other. This loop, which is called the "spreader,” should now be laith dlat; and on the upper
side of the large end and about an inch from its tip, a notch should be cut as our illustration
shows. The spring should next be procured, and should consist of a pliant, elastic switch, about
four feet in length. A piece of fisine about two feet long, should now be fastened to the tip of
the switch, and the loose end of the cord attached to a catch piece of the shape diowhisit (
catch may be about an inch and a half long, and should be whittled off to an edge on tree end,
string being attached at about its centre. A slipping noose, made from strong horse hair, or piece
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of fine wire about two feet long, should noc - So=THESE A be
fastened to the string about two inches above the catch Havmg the switch thus prepared, it is
ready to be inserted in the ground at the place selected for the trap. When this is done, another
small flexible twig about a foot in length should cut, and being sharpened at both ends, should be
inserted in the ground in the form of an arcj at about three feet distant from the spring, and
having its broad side toward it. Insert the notch ofdpieader exactly under the top of the arc,
and note the spot where the curved end of the former touches the ground. At this poird)a peg (
should be driven leaving a projecting portion of about two inches. The pieces are now ready to
be Page soadjustedPass the curved end of the spreader over the peg, bringing the notched end
beneath the arc with the notch uppermost. Draw down the catch piece, and pass it beneath the arc
from the opposite side letting the bevelled end catch in the notch in the sptead®her end
resting against the upper part of the arc. Arrange the slipping noose over the spreader as our
drawing indicates, bringing ibsidethe peg, as there shown, as otherwise it would catch upon it
when the snare is sprung. Strew the bait, cangi®f berries, bireseed, or the likensidethe



spreader, and all is ready. Presently a little bird is seen to settle on the ground in the
neighborhood of the trap; he spies the bait and hopping towards it, gradually makes bold enough
to alight upon tk spreader, which by his weight immediately falls, the catch is released, the
switch flies up, and the unlucky bird dangles in the air by the legs. If the trapper is near he can
easily release the struggling creature before it is at all injured, otherwidieflutter itself into a

speedy death.

THE IMPROVED SPRINGLE.

The accompanying cut illustrates an improvement on the last mentioned trap, whereby it can
be used for the capture of larger game, and with most excellent success. In place of the
"spread€' a crotched stick is used, the crotch of which catches around the peg, the other end
being supplied with a notch as in the case of the spreader.

—_— On the upper side of this stick a small
pasteboard platform Is tacked, over which and beneath which the bait is thrown. Instead of the
arc, a stout crotch stick is substituted. The noose should be at least tenimdremeter and
constructed of sucker wire. It should be arranged on the ground around the bait and inside of the
peg. When the snare is set, the crotched end of the bait stick will thus rest near the earth, the
notched end only being lifted in order ieach the catch piece. It is well to insert a few small
sticks inside the edge of the noose in order to keep it in correct position. If properly set, the quail
or partridge in approaching tirege citrap will have to stensidethe noose in order to rdathe
bait, and while thus regaling itself with a choice meal of oats, berries, or other delicacies, will be
sure to press upon the bait stick either by pecking, or treading upon it, and will thus set the catch
piece free, only to find itself secured bgasp from which he will never escape alive. This is a
very effectual snare; but on account of its securing its victim by the legs and thus torturing them
to death, it is to be deprecated. We would recommend in preference, those varieties already
describedas being fully as successful, and far less cruel. They effect almost instant death, either
by broken necks or strangulation, and are in this regard among the most humane traps on record.

THE FIGURE FOUR GROUND SNARE.

For simplicity in construction therare few snare traps which can compare with this variety,
although it is somewhat similar to those last mentioned, and like them, catches by the feet. The
trap consists of three pieces. A catch piece about three inches long, a bait stick of about six
inches and a stout crotch of the proportionate size shown in our illustration, a glance at which
will make the setting too clear to need  description. Be careful



that the bait stick is sdine and restgust
beneaththe tip of the catckpiece so that a mere touch on the bait will release it. Arrange the
noose as in the instance last descrilzed] bait either as therein directed or with an apple or
nubbin of corn, as our accompanying cut indicates. Always remembering that the noose should
be sufficiently large to require the birds to stefideof it in order to reach the bait.

THE PLATFORM SN ARE.

This odd invention will be found to work capitally as a game trap, and the only extra requisite
necessary consists of a slab or light board about seven inches wide, and a foot in length. Having
selected the spot for the trap, proceed to cut arsiiffs2 switch about five feet in length, and
having sharpened the Iarger end to a nice point, insert it firmly into the ground in a slanting

- direction as our drawing illustrates. Next
bend down the tip of the sapling, and resting one end of the board on the ground, catch the tip of
the switch against the other end, as our illustration also shows. A little memging will soon
determine the right place for the board, after which two pegs should be driven in the ground at its
edge to hold it against the pressure on the opposite end. This being done fasten a wire noose to
the tip of the switch, after which therpes the only thing required. This should be built of simple
little twigs arranged around three sides of the board, leaving the front end open. To set the snare,
lower the switch and raising the board slightly at the back end, catch the tip of the springer
behind it, afterwards arranging the noose over the platform, and scattering the bait inside. If the
trap has been constructed properly and set "fine" it will take but a very slight weight on the
platform to lower it from its bearing, the weight of an aatdly bird being sufficient, and the
springer thus released will fly forward either catching its victim by the neck or legs, as the case
may be. It may sometimes be found necessary to cut a slight notch in the end of the springer to



receive the board, buhievery case it should be tried several times in order to be sure that it
works sensitively.




Page GSBOOK I”
TRAPS FOR FEATHERED GAME.

mong the following will be found the various net and cage traps
commonly used in the capture of winged game, besides several other unique devices in the shape
of box traps, etc., nmy of which are original with the author of this work and appear in the

present volume for the first time in book form. Commonest amonechiching machines, is

the well known invention of

THE SIEVE TRAP.

This device certainly possesses one great adgaftit is not complicated Any one
possessed of a sieve and a piece of string can get up the trap at two minutes' notice, and provided
he has patience, and can wait for his little bird, he is almost sure to be rewarded for Fsipains,
he wait long enoug This of course depends upon circumstances: when the birds are plenty and
are not shy, it is a common thing to secure three or four at once in a very few minutes, while at
other times an hour's patient waiting is unrewarded.

The trap consists only of sieve tilted up on edge and thus propped in position by a slender
stick. To this stick a string or thread is attached and the same carried to some near place of
concealment, when the trapper may retire out of sight and watch for his "little bird." Tl grou
beneath the sieve is strewn with bread crumbs, seed or other bait, and while the unsuspecting
birds are enjoying their repast, the string is pulled and they are made prisoners. The sieve may be
arranged with a spindle as described for the coop prage (68) and may thus be left to take
care ofrage sdtself. Where the birds are plenty and easily captured, the former method answers
the purpose perfectly, but when tedious waiting is likely to ensue thacl§ trap idetter.

THE BRICK TRAP.



This is a very old invention, and has always been one of the three or four stereotyped
specimens of traps selected for publication in all Boys' Books. It is probably well known to most
of our readers.

Take four bricks, and arrangleem on the ground, as seen in our engraving, letting them rest
on theirnarrow sides. If properly arranged, they should have a space between them, nearly as
large as the broad surface of the brick. A small, forked twig of the shape shown in the separate
drawing b) having a small piece cut away from each side of the end, should then be procured.
Next cut a slender stick, about four inches in Ilength, bluntly pointed

at each end. A small plug with a flat

top should now be driven into the ground, inside the trap, about three inches from either of the
end bricks and projecting about two inches from the grotin€l.trap is then ready to be set. Lay

the flat end of the forked twig over the top of the plug, with the forks pointing forward, or
toward the end of the enclosure nearest the plug. The pointed stick should then be adjusted,
placing one end on the flat end the fork, over the plug, and the other beneath the fifth brick,
which should be rested upon it. The drawiby ¢learly shows the arrangement of the pieces.
The bait, consisting of berries, bisged, or other similar substances should then be schttere

the ground on the inside of the enclosure. Wihen sthe bird flies to the trap he will generally
alight on the forked twig, which by his weight tilts to one side and dislodges the pieces, thus
letting fall the sustained brick.

It is not intendedo Kill the bird, and when rightly constructed will capture it alive. Care is
necessary in setting the topmost brick in such a position that it will fall aright, and completely

cover the open space. This is a very simple and effectual little
contrivance, and can be made withaxinstead of bricks, if desired. A piece of board may also



be substituted for thp brick, and the enclosure beneath made larger by spreading the bricks
further apart, thus making a more roomy dungeon for the captive bird.

THE COOP TRAP.

This is another excellent device for the capture of birds and large feathered game, and is used
to a considerable extent by trappers throughout the country. Like the brick trap, it secures its
victims without harm and furnishes the additional advantage of good ventilation for the encaged
unfortunate. Any ordinary coop may be used in the constructitimsatrap, although the homely
one we illustrate is most commonly employed on account of its simplicity and easy manufacture.
It also does away with the troublesome necessity of carrying a coop to the trapping ground, as it
can be made in a very few mies with common rough hewn twigs by the clever use of the jack
knife. The only remaining requisites consist of a few yards of very stout Indian twine, several
small squares of brown pasteboard, a dozen tacks and a number of pieces of board five inches
squae, each one having a hole through its centre, as our engréyimglicates. Having these,
the young trapper starts out with material sufficient: ssfor several coops, and if he is smart
will find no difficulty in making and setting a dozen trapsiforenoon.

In constructing the coop, the first thing to be done is to cut four stout twigs about an inch in
thickness and fifteen inches in length and tie them together at the corners, letting the knot come
on the inside as our illustration a)( explains and



leaving a loose

length of about two feet of string from each corner. This forms the base of the est@oNect

from a number of twigs of about the same thickness, and from them select two more
corresponding in length to the bottom pieces. Having placed the base of the coop on the ground,
and collected the strings inside proceed to lay the two seldatkd across the ends of thege

69 uppermost two of the square, and directly above the lower two. Another pair of twigs exactly
similar in size should then be cut and laid across the ends of the last two, and directly above the
second set of the bottonogion, thus forming two squares of equal size, one directly over the
other. The next pair of sticks should be a trifle shorter than the previous ones and should be
placed a little inside the square. Let the next two be of the same size as the lash a@st als

little inside of those beneath them, thus forming the commencement of the conical shape which
our engraving presents. By thus continuing alternate layers of the two stickewsd fashion,

each layer being closer than the one previous, the [yraatt be easily and quickly formed.

After ten or a dozen sets have been laid in place, the arm should be introduced into the opening
at the top, and the four cords drawn out, letting each one lay along its inside corner of the
pyramid. Taking the stringsosely in the left hand and having the twigs in readiness, proceed to
build up the sides until the opening at the top is reduced to only four or five inches across. The
square board will now come into play. Pass the ends of the cords through the iteoleenire

and rest the edge of the board on the top pair of sticks, taking care that it is the tip of the grain of



the wood instead of its side, as otherwise it would be likely to crack from the pressure that is
about to be brought upon it. Have readyt@uspeg of hard wood, and laying it over the hole in

the board, and between the strings, proceed to tie the latter as tightly as possible over it. By now
turning the peg, the cords will be twisted and tightened and the various pieces of the coops will
be drawn together with great firmness, in which state they may be secured by the aid of a tack
driven in the top board against the end of the peg as shovi). &thus we have a neat and
serviceable coop, which will last for many seasonssdithe affair itis necessary to cut three
sticks of the shapes shown in our illustration. The prop piece is a slender forked twig about ten
inches in length from the tip to the base of the crotch. The spindle is another hooked twig of the
same length: the bait piece igig similar to the latter, only an inch shorter and supplied with a
square notch at the tip. It is also slightly whittled off on the upper side to receive the square of
pasteboard or tin, which is to hold the bait and which may be easily fastened ibyktack.

All of these twigs may be easily found in any thicket by a little practice in searching. In setting
the trap, it is only necessary to raise up one side of the coop to the height of the prop stick, insert
the short arm of theage 7ospindle through the fork and beneath the edge of the coop. While
holding it thus in position, hook the crotch of the bait stick around the lower piece at the back of
the coop, and pushing the end of the spindle inside the coop, catch it in the notdbadf shiek

where it will hold, and the trap is ready to be baited. The bait may consist of oats, wheat, "nannie
berries" or the like, and should be strewn both on the platform and over the ground directly
beneathand around it. If properly set, a mere lpet the corn will be sufficient to dislodge the
pieces and the coop will fall over its captive. It is not an uncommon thing to find two or even
three quail encaged in a trap of this kind at one fall, and after the first momentary fright is over,
they seento resign themselves to their fate and take to their confinement as naturally as if they
had been brought up to it.

The method of setting the coop trap above described is a great improvement on the old style of
setting, and is an improvement original lwthe author of this work. In the old method a semi
circular hoop of rattan is used in place of the bait stick above. The ends of the rattan are fastened
to one of the lower back pieces of the coop, and the hoop is just large enough to fit inside the
openng of the coop. This rattan rests just above the ground, and the spindle catches against its
inside edge in place of the notch in the bait stick already described, the bait being scattered
inside the hoop. When the bird approaches, it steps upon the, rattdnthus pressing it
downward releases the spindle and the coop falls; but experience has shown the author that it
does not always secure its intruders, but as often falls upon their backs and sends them off
limping to regain their lost senses. By the¢hau's improvement it will be seen that the whole
body of the birdnustbe beneaththe coop before the bait sticks can be reached and that when
properly set it is absolutely certain to secure its victim. The author can recommend it as
infallible, and he fels certain that anyone giving both methods a fair trial will discard the old
method as worthless in comparison.

THE BAT FOWLING NET.

With English birdcatchers this contrivance is in common use, but so far as we know it has not
been utilized to any greaktent in this country. It is chiefly used at night by the aid of a lantern,
and large numbers of sparrows and other birds are often secured.



page 71 Our illustration gives a very clear idea of the net, which may be

e

constructed as follows: Procure two light flexible poles, about
eight feet in length; to the tip of each a cord should be attached, and thesesamsd to the
middle of the pole, having drawn down the tip to the bend, shown in our engraving. The two
bent ends should now be attached together by a hinge of leather. A piece of mosquito netting is
next in order, and it should be of such a size a®wercthe upper bent halves of the poles, as
seen in the illustratiah the bottom edge being turned up into a bag, about ten inches in depth.
The contrivance is now complete, and is used as follows: Three persons are generally required,
and a dark night ishomsen. Hay stacks, evergreens, and thick bushes offer a favorite shelter to
numerous small birds, and it is here that they are sought by thauritdrs. A breezy night is
preferable, as the birds perch low, and are not so easily startled by unusual sound

Great caution, however, is used in the approach. One party holds the light, which is generally a
dark lantern, another takes the net, and the third arms himself with a switch with which to beat
the bushes. The net is first held upright about a foot fitee bush, and the light thrown upon the
back of it. The bush is then moderately beaten, and the birds affrighted and bewildered fly
against the net, which is instantly closed. The bird is thus captured, and when a full roost can be
discovered a large nuyar may be taken in a single night. The lantern should be closed while not
in actual use, and everything should be done as quietly as possible. The dark lantern in itself is



useful without the net. The light often so bewilders the bird that it flies linecthe face of the
lantern and flutters to the ground, where it may be easily taken with the hand.

page 72THE CLAP NET.

In Asia, Africa, South America and Europe, this trap is a common resource for the capture of
wild birds of various kinds. It mayebcalled a "decoy" trap, from the fact that "call birds" are
generally used in connection with it. They are placed at distances around the trap, and attract the
wild birds to the spot by their cries. These birds are especially trained for the purpadedsut
any tamed bird that chirps will attract its mates from the near neighborhood, and answer the
purpose very well. Sometimes the "decoys" are entirely dispensed with, and the "bird whistle"
used in their stead. This will be described hereafter, armineh as the training of a "decoy"
would be a rather difficult matter, we rather recommend the use of the bird whistle. The skill and
absolute perfection of mimicry which is often attained by bird fanciers. with the use of this little
whistle, is somethingurprising.
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No matter what the species of Wradvhether crow, bobolinkthrush or sparrow, the song or
call is so exactly imitated as to deceive the most experienced naturalist, and even various birds
themselves. Of course this requires practice, but even a tyro may soon learn to use the whistle to
good advantage.

The clap necommonly used, is a large contrivaéiceo large that several hundred pigeons are
often caught at once. It is "sprung" by the Hwehter, who lies in ambush watching for the
game. The net is generally constructed as follows, and may be made smalieedfdes

page 73Procure two pieces of strong thread netting, each about fifteen feet in length, and five
feet in width. Four wooden rods one inch in thickness and five feet in length are next required.
These may be constructed of pine, ash, or any otyet Wood, and one should be securely
whipped to each end of the netting.



Now by the aid of a gimlet or a rdt iron, the size of a slate pencil, bore a hole through one
end of every piece one inch from the tip, taking care that the ends selectedhiaysame side
of the net. The other extremities of the four poles should be supplied, each with a large screw
eye. Four pegs are next in ordevne of which is shown separate Bj.(It should be about eight
inches in length, and three inches in width, andnch in thickness, and sharpened to a point at
one end. The other end should be supplied with a notch two inches in depth and of such a width
as will easily secure the perforated end of one of the poles already described. By the use of the
gimlet or a ed-hot nail, a hole should now be bored through the side of every peg across the
centre of the notch for the reception of a wire pin or smooth nail.

The nets may now be rolled up on the poles, and the trapper may thus easily carry them to his
selected trpping ground. This should be smooth and free from stones and irregularities. Unroll
the nets and spread them flatly on the ground, as seen in the illustration. Let the perforated ends
of the poles be innermost, and allow a space of six feet between #reenges of the nets.

Draw the net flatly on the ground, and drive one of the notched pegs at each of the inside
corners, securing the poles into the slots by the aid of the wire pins or nails. Next cut four stakes
eight or ten inches long. The places tloese may be seen by a look at our engraving. Each one
should be insertetive feetdistant from the notched peg, aedactlyon a line with thenside

edge of the nét one for each corner. They should slant from the net in every case. To each one
of thesestakes a stayope should be secured, and the other end passed through the screw eye of
the nearest pole, drawing the string tightly, so as to stretch the net perfectly square. Next, take a
piece of cord, about twenty feet in length, and fasten it adnessrids of the net into the screw
eyes in the poles. This is the loop to which the dsénmg is attached, and either end of the net
may be chosen for this purpose. To this loop ahtlil@ one side of the middlehe drawstring

should be fastened. lésured exactly in the middle of the loop, the two netsstiike when the
drawrope is pulled, whereas when adjustedg: 74a little to one side, the nearest net will move a
trifle faster than the other, and they will overlap neatly and without stékoampletely
covering the ground between them. When the trap is spread theapawhould extend to some

near shelter where the bicdtcher may secrete himself from view. Spreading the bait on the
ground between the nets, and arranging his call birdbeaproper distances, he awaits his
opportunity of springing his nets. At the proper minute, when the ground is dotted with his game,
he pulls the dravstring, and the birds are secured.

Immense numbers of wild fowl are often captured in this way.

The "bird whistle," already alluded to, is often used with good effect, it being only sufficient to
attract the birds to such a proximity to the net as will enable them to spy the bait, after which
their capture is easily effected.

THE BIRD WHISTLE.

This instrument, also known as the prairie whistle, is clearly shown in our illustration. It is
constructed as follows: First, procure a piece of morocco or thin leather. From it cut a circular
piece one inch and a quarter in diameter. Through the centresafisloi cut a round hole, one
third of an inch in diameter. A sernircular piece of tin is next required. It should be of the



shape of an arc, as seen in our illustration; its width ac ~l the ends being

about threequarters of an inch, and its entire length being pierced with a row of fine holes. Next
procure a piece of thin sheet India rubber or gold beagtkir. Cut a strip about an inch in length

by half an inch in width, and lay one of its long edges directly across the opening in the leather
disc. Fold the leather in half (over the rubber), and draw the latter tightly. Next lay on the arc of
tin in the position shown in the illustration, and by the aid of a fine needle and thread sew it
through the holes, including both leather and rubber in the stitches. When this is done, the
whistle is complete. If the gold beater's skin is not attainable, a goottsgay be found in

the thin outer membrane of the leaf of a tough onion or leak, the pulp being scraped away.

page 75T0 use the whistle, place it against the roof of the mouth, tin side up, and with the edge
of the rubber towards the front. When omeet, it will adhere to the roof of the mouth, and by
skilful blowing, it can be made to send forth a most surprising variety of sounds. The quack of
the duck and the song of the thrush may be made to follow each other in a single breath, and the
squeal ofa pig or the neigh of a horse are equally within its scope. In short, there is scarcely any
animal, whether bird or quadruped, the cry of which may not be easily imitated by a skilful use
of the prairie whistle, or, indeed, as it might with propriety &léed, the "menagerie whistle."

THE WILD GOOSE TRAP.

In our northern cold regions, where the wild geese and ptarmigan flock in immense numbers,
this trap is commonly utilized. It consists merely of a large net fifty feet in length, and fifteen in
width, aranged on a framework, and propped in a slanting position by two poles, after the
manner of the sieve trap. It is generally set on the ice; and the trapper, after attaching his strings
to the props, and sprinkling his bait at the foot of the net, retires distance to await his
chances. Tame geese are often used as decoys, and sometimes the bird whistle already described
is used for the same purpose. For the capture of the ptarmigan, the bait consists of a heap of
gravel. It is hard to imagine a lessnigting allurement, but as the food of the birds during the
winter is sapless and hard, it becomes necessary for them to swallow a considerable amount of
gravel to promote digestion. The great depth of the snow renders this commodity very scarce
during thewinter season; and the Indians, taking advantage of this fact, succeed in capturing
immense numbers of the game in nets by the use of that simple allurement. The gravel is packed
on the surface of a pile of snow, placed under the centre of the net, advksdring is carried
to some neighboring shrubbery or place of concealment, where the trapper can always get at it
without being seen by the birds under the net.



When everything is thus prepared, the hunters start out into the adjacent woods ans, willow
and drive their game toward the nets. This is generally an easy matter, and, no sooner do the
birds come in sight of the heap of gravel, than they fly towarés imasseand the ground
beneath the net is soenge 7ecovered with the hungry game. Thenter then goes to the end of
the line, and, with a sudden pull, hauls down the stakes: the net fans over the birds, and they are
prisoners.

Hundreds of ptarmigan are often thus caught by a single sweep of the net. The trap is simply
arranged, and may lwenstructed on a reduced scale for smaller birds, if desired.

THE TRAP CAGE.

Among birdcatchers generally, this is the favorite and most universal trap; and, wiheceya
bird is used, it is particularly successful. The cage is arranged in two coraptim
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lower one being occupied by ttaall-birds. The making of the cage requires considerable
ingenuity and much patience; and, for the benefit of those who may desire to exercise that
patient ingenuity, we will subjoin a few hints, which may help them along in their efforts. For an
ordinary cage, the height should be about one foot, the broad sides the same, and the top and



other two sides eight inches. First cut four corner uprights. These should bguaress of an
inch square, and one foot in length. Next cut a bottom board of piedjetwnches by eight
inches, and one inch in thickness. From each of its corners, cut a small cube of the wood, exactly

threequarters of inch
7 3 = NIIM o
e o
=
IER N
it .
i x
| ¢ | Ii.
0T T TR
b b “1'| ol e .
» g K L3S Y

square, thus leaving

four notches, which will exactly receive the ends of the uprights, as senBefore adjusting

these pieces, the four sides of the boards should be pierced with small holes, as is als#o shown
the diagramd). These may be punched with a bead, and should be about half an inch apart,
and threeeighths of an inch from the edge of the board. Each one of the uprights may then be
secured in place by two long brads, one being hammered eadhteaach side of the notch.

Next proceed to cut four more of the square sticks. Two of these should be one foot in length,
and the remaining two eight inches. The corners of these should now be neatly bevelled off, so
as to fit after the manner of a piottframe. They should then be attachedr4g= 7sthe upper

ends of the uprights by a brad through the corner of each, as seen te(dotted lines
indicating the end of the upright beneath. These sticks should likewise be pierced with holes to
correspnd with those in the bottom board, and running up and down in the direction of the
wires.

The middle tier of braces are next required. Two of these should be ten and a half inches in
length, and the other two six anéhalf, and the ends should be petfigsmooth. These should
now be punched with holes corresponding with those above, after which they may be inserted
between the uprights as seen in the engraving, and secured by a brad at each end.

The trap door is shown separate @t The side stickshould be eight inches in length, and
onehalf an inch square, and the top and bottom sticks five inches in length. They should be set
in betweenthe side sticks, and the lower one should be secured about half an inch above the
lower ends of the uprightssaeen in the illustration. The holes should be made in the side
pieces, and the wire run across from side to side, as shown. Annealed iron, or copper wire is best
for this purpose. The door should now be pivoted or hinged at the top of the cage, bbeveen t
long sides, in such a position as that the top end shall rest on one of the narrow upper edges of
the cage. A stiff wire should be used for the hinge, being passed through the top pieces of the
cage into the lower ends of the door pieces. The cage avaya wired throughout. This is an



easy matter, if the holes are properly made. About thirty yards of the wire will be required: iron
wire is generally used. It should be about the size of apmjirand should work easily.
Commence by passing it from theder side of the bottom board through one of the holes next

to the corner. Pass the wire upward, through the centre braces, again upward through the top
piece and across to the opposite broad side and corresponding hole. From this point it should
pass danwards, through centre brace, and again through the bottom. Draw the wire tightly and
passing it upward through the hole next to it, bring it over the top of the cage and around again to
the bottom edge from which it started. Continue thus until the twhtfee door is reached; after

which the wire should be passed up and down on the same side and thus carried around the small
end of the cage until it finally meets at the door hinge on the opposite side. The two halves of the
cage should now be separatgda grating of wire, as seen in the main illustration. Fhig 79

may be accomplished either by passing the wire from side to side, around the base of each
upright wire, or an additional horizontal row of holes below the others may be punched for the
purpose. The door through which the dailld is introduced should next be made in the bottom
section. There are two ways of doing this: one method consists in sawing a hole three inches
square in the bottom board of the cage; and a cover consisting afeagpign is made to slide
beneath the heads of four tacks, two of which are placed on each side of the opening. This form
of door is perhaps the simplest of the two. The other is shown separBteajether with its

mode of attachment.

It consists oftwo side pieces of wood, about a third of an inch square, and three inches in
length, and two shorter ones, two inches in length. These are arranged into a square framework
by a board in each corner. Four holes are to be pierced in each side piecal distgpces.
Commencing at the top, the door should then be wired as directed for the cage. The lowest hole
on each side should be left open for a separate piece of wire. The cage should now receive
attention. The broad side is generally selected fordtba. Find the seven centre wires and
connect them across the middle by another horizontal bit of wire. This may be easily done with a
pair of pincers, by compressing a loop at each end of the wire around the two which run
perpendicularly at its ends. Whéns is performed the five intermediate wires should be cut off
about a quarter of an inch below the horizontal wire, and the projecting tips looped back over the
cross piece, and made fast by the pincers. The lower parts of the upright wires may mbw be ¢
off close to the board. We will now take up the door. Pass a piece of wire through the holes at
the bottom, clap the door over the opening, and loop the ends of the projecting wire loosely
around the upright wires at each side. This will allow the docslide easily up and down.
Another wire should now be interlaced downwards through the centre of the door, and bent into
a ring at the top. Let the door rest on the bottom of the cage, and, while in this position, adjust
the ring at the top around thenteal wire directly behind it. The door is then complete, and, if
properly made, will look neat and work easily.

The "trap" at the top of the cage is next in order. To complete this it is first necessary to
interweave astiff wire loop, as seen at), The loop should extend on theside of the lower
piece of the door and about two inches below it. 7he sospring power consists of a piece of
stiff hoop-skirt wire, interwoven between the wires of the top of the cage, and those of the door,
while the ldter is shut. The force of this will be sufficient to bring down the door with a snap;
and for further security a catch, such as is describpdde (88) may be added if desired.



The spindle is next required. This is shoatr(@), and consists of a small perch of wood seven
inches in length, and notched at each end. In setting the trap, the door should be raised as seen in
the main illustration. One of the notches in the spindle should now be caught beneath the loop
and theother around one of the central wires in the end of the cage. The bait, consisting of a
berry, birdseed, or whahot, may be either fastened to the spindle or placed beneath on the
wires. The calbird having been introduced, the trap may now be leftseifi If the calbird is
well trained it will not be many minutes before the birds of the neighborhood will be attracted to
the spot by its cries. Ere long one less cautious than the rest will be seen to perch upon the top of
the cage. He soon discovehe bait, and alighting upon the perch, throws it asunder, and in an
instant the trap door closes over its captive. The cage is sometimes constructed double, having
two compartments beneath for ebitds, and two traps above, in general resembling twbeof
single traps placed side by side. The decoy bird is not an absolute necessity to the success of the
trap. Many birds are caught simply by the bait alone. The trap cage, when constructed on a larger
scale, is often successfully employed in the captfitkeoowl. In this case it is baited with a live
mouse or bird, and set during the evening in a conspicuous place. A trap working on this
principle, being especially adapted to the capture of the owl, will be noticed hereafter.

THE SPRING NET TRAP.

Although slightly complicated in construction, our next illustration presents one of the prettiest
bird traps on record, and may be made in the following manner, and by frequently referring to
the picture, our explanation will be easily understood.

The first sép is to make or procure a low flat box, about fifteen inches long, by ten inches in
width, with a depth of about two inches. Next fasten an interior box, of the sameheight,
leaving a space of about thrgearters of an inch between them all rouAdplatform should
now be made. Let it be of such a size that it will just fit in the interior box, with a very slight
space all around its edge. It should then be pivoted in the upper part of this box by two small
slender pins, one being driven througfioi its edge, at the centre of each end. Let it be
sensitively poised. The next thing to be done, is to arrange the spindle and catch. The latter
should consist of a tack or small bit of wood fastened on the middle of the platform, about an
inch from one Brd, as seen both in the main illustration and in the diagral).at (

The spindle should consist of a flat piece of wood, secured with a leather hinge to the edge of
the outside box, directly opposite



the catch. Let it

be long enough to reach and barely hold itself beneath the catch. When thus in its position, two
smallplugs should next be driven into the edge of the inner box, one on each side of the spindle,
thus holding it in place. A glance at our illustration makes this clear. The netting and "hoop" are

next in order. The hoop should consist of an iron wire of teeter of common telegraph wire.

For a box of the size we have given, a length of about tweight inches will be found to
answer. Before making the hoop, however, its hinges should be ready for it. Two screw eyes, or
staples of bent wire should bedrn into the bottom of the box between the two walls, one in
the exact middle of each side. The iron wire should now be bent so as to fit round and settle into
the space between the boxes, letting each endaestzover the screws in the bottom. It e
found that there will be enough surplus wire on each end to form into a loop with the pincers.
These loops should be passed through the screws or rings already inserted, and then pinched
together; the hinge will thus be made, and will appear as).alf properly done, they should
allow the hoop to pass freely from one end of the box to the other, and settle easily between the
partitions. If this hinge should prove too complicated for our young readers, they may resort to
another method, which, althgln not so durable, will answer very well. In this case the wire will
only need to reach to the exact middle of the long sides. No surplus being necessary, a length of
twenty-six inches will be exactly right. On each end a short loop of tough Indian tixnddsbe
tied. By now fastening these loops to the bottom of the box with tacks, in the place of screws, it
will form a hinge which will answer the purpose of the more complicated one.

The netting should consist of common mosquito gauze, or, if this cannot be had, any thin cloth
may be substituted. It should be sewed fast to the iron wire, from hinge tg anwthen, with
the hoops resting in its groove, the netting should be drawn over the platform, and tacked to the
bottom of the groove, on its remaining half. It should rest loosely over the platform to allow
plenty of space for the bird.



But one more adition, and the trap is finished. We have mentioned the use of elastics in other
varieties: they are of equal use here, and should be attached to the hoop as aeentlag (
section drawing, the remaining ends being fastened to the bottom of the gasotlegre
indicated. These elastics should be placed on both sides, and stretched to such a tension as will
draw the hoop quickly from one side to the other.

It will now be easy to set the trap. Draw the hoop back to the opposite end, tucking the netting
into the groove; lower the spindle over it, resting it between the two little plugs, and securing its
end beneath the catch on the platform. If the Irait; s3consisting of breadrumbs, berries,
insects, or the like, be now sprinkled on the platfohm,ttap is ready for its feathered victim. It
will easily be seen that the slightest weightedtter side of this poised platform will throw the
catch from the end of the spindle, and release the hoop and the platform in an instant is covered
by the netcapturing whatever unlucky little bird may have chanced to jump upon it. This is a
very pretty little trap, and will well repay the trouble of making it.

A SIMPLER NET TRAP.

Much ingenuity has been displayed in the construction of bird traps of varils kiut often
the ingenuity has been misplaced, and the result has been so complicated as to mar its usefulness
for practical purposes. The examples of net traps presented in this volume are so simple that the
merest tyro can readily understand them. Wiaait be more so than the present example, and yet
it is as sure in its effect, armlirerthan those other varieties of more complicated construction.
One necessary element in a trap of any kind is, that the bearings are slight and that they spring
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easily. To obtain

this reqU|S|te it is necessary to overcome friction as much as possible, using only a small number
of pieces, and having as few joints and hinges only as are absolutely necessary. The present
variety pssesses advantages on this account. It is constructed somewhat on the principle of the
ordinary steel trap, and also resembles in other respects the one we have just described, although
much simpler. We give only a section drawing, as this will be sefficiThe long side of a flat

board of about eight by sixteen inches is showragt() indicates the loops of a bent wire, to

which the netting is attached, as in the trap just describeds4he loops being fastened to the

board as in the other vaty; (g) consists of a small bit of wood an inch or so in length and half

an inch in width. It should be tacked on to the middle of the one end of the board and project
about a half inch above the surface. To the top of this the spitydéhd@uld be attdwed by a

leather or staple hinge. The spindle should be of light pine, five inches in length and a quarter of
an inch square, bevelled; on the under side of onednd the catch or bait piece, and should

be whittled out of a shingle or pine stick oétbhape shown, the width being about a half an inch

or less. One side should be supplied with a slight notch for the reception of the spindle, and the



other should project out two or three inches, being covered on the top with a little platform of
pastebord, tin, or thin wood either glued or tacked in place. To attach this piece to the main
board, two small wire staples may be used, one being inserted into the bottom end of the piece
and the other being hooked through it, and afterward tacked to the bwitttre trap, thus
forming a loop hinge. Another method is to make a hole through the lower tip of the bait piece
by the aid of a redhot wire, as seen atl), afterwards inserting a pin and overlapping its ends

with two staples driven into the bottom bdaas shown agj. In our last mentioned net trap the
spring power consisted of rubber elastic, and the same may be used in this case, if desired, but by
way of variety we here introduce another form of spring which may be successfully employed in
the comstruction of traps of various kinds. It is shown @} &énd consists merely of a piece of
tempered hoop iron, so bent as to act with an upward pressure. It should be about three inches
long by half an inch wide. About thregiarters of an inch should bdaaved for the two screws

by which it is to be attached to the board. The rest should be bent upward and thus tempered by
first heating almost to redness, and then cooling in cold water.

One of these springs should be fastened to the board on eadtreickly under the wire and
guite near the hinge, in the position shown in the main drawing. Now draw back the net, lower
the spindle and catch its extremity in the notch of the bait piece, and the trap is set as in our
illustration. Sprinkle the bait omé platform, and lay the machine on the ground where birds are
known to frequent; and it is only a matter of a few hours or perhaps minutes, before it will prove
its efficacy. In order to prevent the bird from raising the wire and therehyssescapingijt is
well to fasten a little tin catcH)(at the end of the board. This will spring over the wire and hold
it in its place.

THE UPRIGHT NET TRAP.

The following is another novelty in the way of a birdp, somewhat similar to the one we
have just desdred, in its manner of working.

Procure two pieces of board about a foot square. Nail one to the edge of the other, as
represented in our engraving. A stout wire is the next requisite. It should be about thirty inches
long, and bent either into a curveinto two corners, making three equal sides. Each end of the
wire should then be bent into a very small loop for the hinge. On to this wire the netting should
then be secured as in the two previous examples, after which the ends of the wire may be tied
with string or hinged on wire staples into the angle of the two boards, as seen in our illustration.
Allow the wire now to lie flat on the bottom board, and then proceed to tack the netting around
the edges of the upright board. Two elastics should nextdbentad to the wire on each side,
securing their loose ends to the bottom of the trap. They should be tightly drawn so as to bring
the wire down with a snap. The spindle of this trap should be about eight or nine inches long,
square and slendérthe lower @d being flattened, and the upper end secured to the top edge of
the upright board by a hinge of leather or string. An excellent hinge may be made with a piece of
leather an inch and a half long, by half an inch in width, one half of the length beiagaiet
the end of the spindle, and the other tacked on to the upper edge of the board.

The platform is given by itself ad) in the same picture. It may be made of very thin vdood
cigar box wood, for instance, or even thick pasteboard. It consists ef pigees. The piece



which is hinged into the angle of the boards should be about three inches in length; the platform
piece ought not to be more than four inches square, and the upright piece only long enough to
reach the tip of the spindle when the platias raised, as shown in our engraving. The hinge
piece should be cut to an edge on that end where the leather is fastened, the opposite end being
bevelled off in order that the platform may rest and be tacked or glued firmly upon it. The
diagram &) will make this all very clear.

When the platform is all made and fastened in its place;dhesctrap may be set. Draw the
hoop back as far as possible, and lower the spindle over its edge, catching it behind the upright
stick on the platform. If the trajs properly constructed, the pressure of the spindle on the
platform will suffice to hold it up as seen in our illustration. The upright stick on the back of the
platform should never be more than an inch and a half from the back of the trap. If need be, a
slight notch may be made in the end of the spindle and a small tack driven into the back of the
upright stick to correspond to it. By thus fitting the notch under the head of the

tack, it will be sure to hold
the platform in the right position. But it should be carefully tested before setting, to see that it
springs easily.

When thus set sprinkle the bait the platform, scattering a little also on the bottom of the trap
and on the ground directly around it. The little birds will soon spy the tempting morsels, and
alighting on the trap are misled, and the slightest peck or pressure on the platform whaite the b
is most bounteously spread brings down the wire and net vaittag and the little creature is
secured without harm.

Our next illustration shows another method of constructing the platform. It should be about
three or four inches squareyge s7and on the middle of one of its edges the upright catch piece
should be fastened. This piece, as will be seen in our engraving, should be cut spreading at the
bottom so as to admit of being secured to the platform by two brads, the tip being cut to a point



The total length of this piece should not be over two and a half inches. When tacked in place, a

third brad should be inserted between the ¢ Methed 2. two and

exactly in the centre of the side of the platform. This latter brad is to act as the pivot, or hinge,
and should project about a quarter of an inch, as seaj &ir( the opposite edge of the platform
anotler larger brad should be driven, having its end filed to a blunt point, &% ith the filing

would be too tedious, a plug of hard wood of the required shape would answer every purpose.
The upright props which support the platform should be cut oftbod. Let one be an inch and

a half long and half an inch wide, the other being an inch in length. Each should have one end
whittled to a point, which will admit of its being inserted in a gimlet hole in the bottom of the
trap. These gimlet holes shouldin@de at least half an inch in depth. Make the first at about an
inch or so from the back of the trap. Into this insert the shorter pieces, broadside front. Lay the
pivot brad of the platform on the top of this piece and insert over it a small wire siapkgen at

(a). Elevate the platform evenly and determine the spot for the other gimlet hole, which should
be directly beneath the point of the filed brad. Be sure that it is in the middle of the board, so that
the platform may set squarely, and be pélygrarallel with the sides. Insert the remaining prop

in its place, and the platform is complete. The overhanging spindle now requires a little
attention. This should be whittled off on each side, bringing it to a point at the tip. On each side
of the spndle a long plug should then be driven into the back piece, as our illustration shows.
These should be far enough apart to allow the spindle to pass easily between thesttinigod

the trap is plainly shown in ourge ssengraving. The spindle beingwered between the plugs is
caught finely on the tip of the catghece. The blunt point at the opposite end of the platform
should have a slight hollow made for it in the prop against which it presses. If the platform be
now strewn with bait, the little acthine is ready. It is certainly very simple and will be found
very effective.

THE BOX OWL TRAP.

The use of a box trap for the capture of an owl is certainly an odd idea, but we nevertheless
illustrate a contrivance which has been successfully useddiptinpose.



The box in this case should be of the proportions shown in our engraving, and well ventilated
with holes, as indicated. (This ventilation is;thyg-way, a good feature to introduceal traps.)
Having made or selected a suitable dmay, fairteen or more inches wide, provided with a
cover, working on a hingeproceed to fasten on the outside of the lid a loop of stiff wire, bent
in the shape shown at)( This may be fastened to the cover by means of small staples, or even
tacks, and shouldrpject over the edge about two inches. When this is done, the lid should be
raised to the angle shown in our illustration, and the spot where the end of the wire loop touches
the back of the box should be marked and a slit cut through the wood at tkislqnige enough
for the angle of the loop to pass through. Two elastics should now be fastened to the inside of the
box, being secured to the bottom at the side, and the other to the edge of the cover, as seen in the
illustration. They should be sufficidptstrong to draw down the cover quickly. The perch, or
spindle, should consist of a light stick of wood, as showib,aibfe end provided with a slight
notch, and the other fastened to the inside of the front of the box by a string or leathercljinge, (
keeping the notch on thgperside of the stick. It will be now seen that by opening the cover,
until the loop enters through the groove, and by then hooking the notch in the sipidelt¢he
loop as seen ab) the trap will be set, and if properly doit will be found that a very slight
weight on the spindle will set it free from the loop and let the cover down with swiftness.

To secure the cover in place a small tin catch should now be applied to the front edge of the
box, as shown in the illustrat. A piece of tin two inches in length by a half an inch in breadth
will answer for this purpose. One end should be beitscdown half an inch at a pretty sharp
angle, and the other attached by two tacks, to the edge of the box, in the positionnstivn
cut. This precaution will effectually prevent the escape of whatever bird, large or small, the trap
may chance to secure. It is a necessary feature of the trap, as without it the elastics might be torn
asunder and the lid thereby easily raised.

This trap may be baited in a variety of ways. As it is particularly designedbiod &ap, it is
well to sprinkle the bottom of the box with berries, bsekd, small insects, such as crickets,



grasshoppers, etc.
These latter are very apt to jump out, and it may be well to fasten one or two of them to the
bottom with a pirthrough the body, just behind the head.

There are many kinds of birds which live almost exclusively on insects; and as this bait is of
rather a lively kind, there is scarcely any other method to retain them in their position. A bird on
approaching this &p will almost irresistibly alight on the perch, and if nofirgt, it is generally
sure to do so before long. If desired, a pasteboard platform may be fastengd wthe top of
the perch with small tacks, and the bait scattered upon it. Thisavith @he same manner, and
might, perhaps, be a trifle more certain. We will leave it to our readers to experiment upon.

We have given this variety the name of "evép," because it may be used with success in this
direction. When set for this purposé,should be baited with a live mouse, small rat or bird,
either fastened to the bottom of the trap, if a bird, or set in with the trap inclosing it, if a mouse.
A small bird is the preferable bait, as it may be easily fastened to the bottom of the box by a
string, and as a general thing is more sure to attract the attention of the owl by its chirping.

The trap should be set in an open, conspicuous spot, in the neighborhood where the owls in the
night are heard to "hoot." The chances are that the box enliahn an owl on the following
morning.

This bird is a very interesting and beautiful creature, and if our young reader could only catch
one, and find rats and mice enough to keep it well fed, he would not only greatly diminish the
number of rats in hiseighborhood, but he would realize a great deal of enjoyment in watching
and studying the habits of the bird.



Should it be difficult to supply the above mentioned food, raw meat will answer equally well.
The bird should either be kept in a cage or inclesurd in the latter case, its wings will require
to be clipped.

THE BOX BIRD TRAP.

Here we have another invention somewhat resembling the foregoing. Our engraving represents
the arrangement of the parts as the trap appears when set.

The box may be of alost any shape. A large sized cigar box has been used with excellent
success, and for small birds is just the thing. The cover of the box in any case should work on a
hinge of some sort. The trap is easily made. The first thing to be done is to cut dm siptig
about two inches in length, through the centre of the backboard, commencing at the upper edge.
To the inside centre edge of the cover a small square strap, about four inches in length, should
then be secured. It should be so adjusted as thatadhshall project toward the inside of the
box, as seen in the illustration, and at the same time pass easily through the slot beneath where
the coverrage 91is closed. The lid should now be supplied with elastics as described in the
foregoing. Next in ater comes the bait stick. Its shape is clearly shown in our illustration, and it
may be either cut in one piece or consist of two parts joined together at the angle.

<

To the long arm the bait should

be attached and the upright portion should be just long enough to suspend the cover in a position
on a line with the top of the box. The trap may now be set, asrseenillustration, and should

be supplied with the necessary tin catch, described in the foregoing.

THE PENDENT BOX TRAP.

This invention is original with the author of this work, and when properly made and set will
prove an excellent device for the taye of small birds.

The general appearance of the trap, as set, is clearly shown in our illustration. A thin wooden
box is the first requisite, it should be about a foot square and six inches in depth, and supplied
with a close fitting cover, working ohinges. The sides should then be perforated with a few
auger holes for purposes of ventilation.



Two elastics are next in order, and they should be attached to the cover and box, one on each
side, as shown at( They should be drawn to a strong tensemas to hold the cover firmly
against the box.

The mechanism of the trap centres in the bait stick which differs in construction from any other
described in this book.

It should be made about the size of a lead pencil, and elewvenzinches or so irength,
depending of course upon the size of the box.

It should then be divided in two pieces by a perfectly flat cut, the longer part being six inches
in length. This piece should be attached to the back board of the box by a small string and a tack,
asshown at ¢), its end being bluntly pointed. Its attachment should be about five inches above
the bottom board, and in the exact centre of the width of the back.

Near the flat end of the other piece the bait consisting of a lberother fruit, should be
secured, and the further extremity of the stick should then be rounded to a blunt point. The trap
is now easily set. Raise the lid and lift the long stick to the position given in the illustration.
Adjust the flat end of the bait stick
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— against that of the former, and
allow the pressure of the lid to bear against the blunt point afhtbe stick atd), as shown in
the illustration, a straight dent being made in the cover to receive it, as also in the hack of the
box for the other piece. If properly constructed, this pressure will be sufftoiérald the sticks
end to end, as our engravingye 9arepresents, and the trap is thus set. The slightest weight on
the false perch thus made will throw the parts asunder, and the cover closes with a snap.




The greatest difficulties in constructing tliag will be found in the bearings of the bait sticks
(b), the ends of which must be perfectly flat and join snugly, in order to hold themselves
together. The box may now be suspended in a tree by the aid of a string at the top. The first bird
that makes dd enough to alight on the perch is a sure captive, and is secured without harm. If
desired, the elastic may be attached to the inside of the cover, extending to the back of the box,
as seen in the initial at the head of this chapter. If the elastic i\t shows tendencies
toward relaxing, the tin catch describedgage 88should be adjusted to the lower edge of the
box to insure capture.

THE HAWK TRAP.

Our illustration represents a hawk in a sad plight. The memory of a recent feast has attracted it
to the scene of many efge 94ts depredations: but the ingenious farrhas at last outwitted his
feathered foe and brought its sanguinary exploits to a timely end. This trap is a "Yankee"
invention and has been used with great success in many instances where the hawk has become a
scourge to the poultry yard. The contrivamcelearly shown in an illustration, consisting merely
of a piece of plank two feet square, set with stiff perpendicular pointed wires.

This affair was set on the ground in a conspicuous place, the board covered with grass, and the
nice fat Poland hen wth was tied to the centre proved a morsel too tempting for the hawk to
resist. Hence the "fell swoop" and the fatal consequences depicted in our illustration. The owl
has also been successfully captured by the same device.



THE WILD DUCK NET.

Following will be found two examples of traps in very common use for the capture of wild
ducks, and in the region of Chesapeake bay, immense numbers of the game are annually taken
by their aid. The first is the well known net trap, so extensively used in nearly

all countries, both

for the capture of various kinds of fish aell as winged game. Our illustration gives a very
clear idea of the construction of the net, and an elaborate description is almost superfluous. It
consists of a graduated series of hoops covered by a net work. From each a converging net
extends backwar@énding in a smaller hoop which is held in position by cords extending
therefrom to therage 9snext larger hoop. The depth of these converging nets should extend
backward about three or four feet from the large hoop; and the distance between these latter
should be about five feet. The length of the net should be about twenty feet, terminating in a
"pound" or netted enclosure, as seen in the illustration. The trap may be set on shore or in the
water as seen. "Decoy" birds are generally used, being enalogeripound.

When set on land the bait consisting of corn or other grain should be spread about the entrance
and through the length of the net.

It is remarkable that a duck which so easily finds its way within the netted enclosure, should be

powerless tanake its escape, but such seems to be the fact, and even a single hoop with its
reflex net, has been known to secure a number of the game.

THE HOOK TRAP



Our second example is one which we are almost tempted to exclude on account of its cruelty,
but as our volume is especially devoted to traps of all kinds and as this is a variety in very
common use, we fedlound to give it a passing notice. Our illustration fully conveys its painful
mode of capture, and a beach at low water is generally the scene of the slaughter. A long stout
cord is first stretched across the sand and securedsto a peg at each endio this shorter
lines are attached at intervals, each one being supplied with a fish hook baited with a piece of the
tender rootstock of a certain water reed, of which the ducks are very fond. The main cord and
lines are then imbedded in the sand, theouar baits only appearing on the surface, and the
success of the device is equal to its cruelty.

THE "FOOL'S CAP" TRAP.

Of all oddities of the trap kind, there is, perhaps, no one more novel and comical than the
"Fool's Cap" crowtrap, which forms the sydrct of our present illustration. Crows are by no



means easy of capture in any form of trap, and

they are gnerally as coy and as shrewd in their approach to a trap as they are bold in their
familiarity and disrespect for the sombre scarecrows in the com field. But this simple device will
often mislead the smartest and shrewdest crow, and make a peofaxfthim, for it is hard to
imagine a more ridiculous sight than is furnished by the strange antics and evolutions of a crow
thus embarrassed with his head imbedded in a cap which he finds impossible to remove, and
which he in vain endeavors to shake off bysakts of gymnastic performance. The secret of the
little contrivance is easily told. The cap consists of a little cone of stiff paper, about three or four
inches in diameter at the opening. This is imbedded in the ground, up to its edge, and a few
grainsof corn are dropped into it. The inside edge of the 97opening is then smeared with
bird-lime, a substance of which we shall speak hereafter.

The crow, on endeavoring to reach the corn, sinks his bill soidgép cone as to bring the
gummy substance in contact with the feathers of his head and neck, to which it adheres in spite
of all possible efforts on the part of the bird to throw it off.

The cones may be made of a browrishored paper if they are t@lplaced in the earth, but of
white paper when inserted in the snow. It is an excellent plan to insert a few of these cones in the
fresh corn hills at planting season, as the crows are always on the watch at this time, and will be
sure to partake of thertgoting morsels, not dreaming of the result. The writer has often heard of
this ingenious device, and has read of its being successfully employed in many instances, but he
has never yet had an opportunity of testing it himself. He will leave it for hienead
experiment upon for themselves.

BIRD LIME.



This substance so called to which we have above alluded, and which is sold in our bird marts
under that name, is a viscid, sticky preparation, closely resembling a very thick and gummy
varnish. It is astashingly ‘"sticky,” and the slightest quantity between

*Jn the fingers will hold them together
with remarkable énacity. What its effect must be on the feathers of a bird can easily be
imagined.

This preparation is put up in boxes of different sizes, and may be had from any of the
taxidermists or birdanciers in any ofage 9sour large towns or cities. Shouldhame made
article be required, an excellent substitute may be prepared from the inner bark of the "slippery
elm." This should be gathered in the spring or early summer, cut into very small pieces or
scraped into threads, and boiled in water sufficient teecthem until the pieces are soft and
easily mashed. By this time the water will be pretty much boiled down, and the whole mass
should then be poured into a mortar and beaten up, adding at the same time a few grains of
wheat. When done, the paste thus enadhy be put into an earthen vessel and kept. When
required to be used, it should be melted or softened over the fire, adding goose grease or linseed
oil, instead of water. When of the proper consistency it may be spread upon sticks or twigs
prepared forti and which should afterwards be placed in the locality selected for the capture of
the birds.

An excellent birdime may be made also from plain linseat] by boiling it down until it
becomes thick and gummy. Thick varnish either plain or mixed wiittbat always free from
alcohol, also answers the purpose very well. The limed twigs may be either set in trees or placed
on poles and stuck in the ground.

If any of our readers chance to become possessed of an owl, they may look forward to grand
successwith their limed twigs. It is a well known fact in natural history that tivd is the
universal enemy of nearly all our smaller birds. And when, as often happens, a swarm of various
birds are seen flying frantically from limb to limb, seeming to centrea garticular tree, and
filling the air with their loud chirping, it may be safely concluded that some sleepy owl has been
surprised in his dagozing, and is being severely pecked and punished for his nightly
depredations.



Profiting from this fact, théird catcher often utilizes the owl with great success. Fastening the
bird in the crotch of some tree, he adjusts the limed twigs on an sides, even covering the
neighboring branches with the gummy substance. No sooner is the owl spee lbyd than
thecry is set up, and scoreof foes are soon at hand, ready for battle. One by one they alight on
the beguiling twigs, and one by one find themselves held fast. The more they flutter the more
powerless they become, and the more securely are they held Wwaghmany valuable and rare
birds are often captured.

page 99THE HUMMING BIRD TRAP.

One of the most ingenious uses to which bird lime is said to have been applied with success, is
in the capture of hummingirds. The lime in this instance is made dynpy chewing a few
grains of wheat in the mouth until a gum is formed. It is said that by spreading this on the inside
opening of the long white lily or trumpeteeper blossom, the capture of a humnbing is
almost certain, and he will never be abldeg@ave the flower after once fairly having entered the
opening. There can be no doubt but that this is perfectly practicable, and we recommend it to our
readers.

The object in making the biiime from wheat consists in the fact that this is more easily
removed from the feathers than the other kinds.

We would not wish our readers to infer from this that a humshindy might be captured or
kept alive, for of all birds, they are the most fragile and delicate, and would fighof if from
nothing else. ey are chiefly used for ornamental purposes, and may be caught in a variety of
ways. A few silk nooses hung about the flowers where the birds are seen to frequent, will
sometimes succeed in ensnaring their tiny forms.

The blowgun is often used with good success, and the concussion from a gun loaded simply
with powder, and aimed in the direction of the bird, will often stun it so that it will fall to the
ground. If a strong stream of water be forced upon the littletumeaas it is fluttering from
flower to flower, the result is the same, as the feathers become so wet that it cannot fly.




G

Page 101 J'i

Page 1OSBOOK IV




MISCELLANEOUS TRAPS.

THE COMMON BOX TRAP.

he following chapter includes a variety of traps which have not been
covered by any of the previous titles. Several novelties are contained in the list, and also a
number of well known inventions.

There is probably no more familiar example of the trap kind than that of the common wooden
box-trap, better known, perhaps, by our country boys as the +a@pit A glance at our
illustration, will readily bring it to mind, and easily explain its workiiogthose not particularly
acquainted with it. These traps may be made of any size, but, being usually employed in catching
rabbits, require to be made quite large. They should be made of hard seasoné@dalood
chestnut is the bestand of slabs about anch in thickness. The pieces may be of the following
dimensions: let the bottom board be 20+7 in.; side board, 20+9 in.; lid board 19+7 in., and the
end piece of lid 7 in. square.

The tall end piece should be about 16 inches high by 7 broad. Let telsalgened on the
upper end, as seen in the engraving, and furnished with a slight groove on the summit, for the
reception of the cord. Now to put the pieces together.

Nail the two sides to the edge of the bottom board, and fit in between them the hjghend
securing that also, with nails through the bottom and side boards. Next nail the lid board on to
the small, square end piece, and fit the lid thus made neatly into its place.

To make the hinge for the lid, two small holes should be bored thrtvegbides of the trap,
about four inches from the tall end, and half an inch from the upper edge of each boaxg: Let
104small nails now be driven through these holes into the edge of the lid, and it will be found to
work freely upon them.

The princip&part of the trap is now made, but what remains to be done is of great importance.
The "spindle" is a necessary feature in nearly all traps, and thedmis useless without it. In
this case it should consist merely of a round stick of about the #sslaof a lead pencil, and we
will say, 7 or 8 in. in length. One end should be pointed and the other should have a small notch
cut in it, as seen in the separate drawing of the stick. The spindle being ready, we must have
some place to put it. Another hole should



be bored through

the middle of the high end piece, and about 4 in. from the bottom. This holal sleldrge
enough to allow the spindle to pass easily through it. If our directions have been carefully
followed, the result will now show a complete, closefitting trap.

In setting the trap there are two methods commonly employed, as shawndii. Thestring,
in either case, must be fastened to the end of the lid.

In the first instanced) the lid is raised and made fast by the brace, holding itself beneath the
tip of the projecting spindle, and a nail or plug driven into the wood by the side dlthehe
105 Of course, when the spindle is drawn or moved from the inside the brace will be let loose and
the lid will drop.

In the other methodb the spindle is longer, and projects several inches on the outside of the
hole. The brace is also longemd catches itself in the notch on the end of the spindle, and
another slight notch in the board, a few inches above the hole.

When the bait is touched from the inside, the brace easily flies out and the lid falls, securing its
victim. Either way is suré succeed, but if there is any preference it is for the fora)elt(s a
wise plan to have a few holes through the trap in different places, to allow for ventilation, and it
may be found necessary to line the cracks with tin, as sometimes the enclosed



- creature might otherwise gnaw through and
make its escape. If there is danger of the lid not closinglyigihen sprung, a stone may be
fastened upon it to insure that result.

This trap is usually set for rabbits, and these dimensions are especially calculated with that
idea. Rabbits abound in all our woods and thickets, and may be attracted by varmudrbait
apple is most generally used. The {icap may be made of smaller dimensions, and set in trees
for squirrels with very good success.

There is still another well known form of this trap represented in the tail piece at the end of this
section. The bois first constructed of the shape already given, only having the lid pieceos
nailed firmly in the top of the box. The tall end piece is also done away with. The whole thing
thus representing a simple oblong box with one end open. Two slendsrstleatd be nailed on
each side of this opening, on the interior of the box, to form a groove into which a square end
board may easily slide up and down, the top board being slightly sawn away to receive it. An
upright stick should then be erected on thye ¢entre of the box, in the tip of which a straight
stick should be pivoted, working easily therein, like the arms of a balance. To one end of this
balance, the end board should be adjusted by two screw eyes, and to the other the string with
spindle attalsed. By now lowering the spindle to its place, the further end of the balance will be
raised and with it the end board, and on the release of the spindle the board will fall. This plan is
quite commonly adopted but we rather prefer the former. But asleechts advantages we
present them both.

ANOTHER BOX TRAP.
This works after the manner of the ordinary wiretrap; our illustration explains itself.

The box should be of the shape there shown, with one of its end pieces arranged on hinges so
as to fal freely. An elastic should



be fastened from the inside

of this end to the inner surface of the top of the box, to insure its closing. If desiedasan

may be adjusted at the side as shown in the cut and a catch piece of stout tin should be attached
to the bottom of the trap to secure the lid when it falls. A small hole should then be bored in the
top, near the further end of the trap, anade 10 the spindle, having a notch on its upper end,
passed through the hole thus made. The top of the spindle is shayntasl{ould be held in its

place by a small plug or pin through it, below the surface of the box. A slender stick, long
enough to reachnd catch beneath the notch in the spindle should now be fastened to the lid and
the trap is complete. It may be baited with cheese, bread, and the like, and if set for squirrels, an
apple answers every purpose.

When constructed on a larger and heaveaesit may be used for the capture of rabbits and
animals of a similar size, but for this purpose the previous variety is preferable.

THE FIGURE FOUR TRAP.

One of the most useful as well as the most ancient inventions in the way of traps is the
common Figure Four Trap which forms the subject of our next illustration. It is a very
ingenious contrivance, and the mechanism, consists merely of three sticks. It possesses great
advantages in the fact that it may be used in



a variety of ways,

and a number of the machines may be carried by the young trapper with very little
inconvenience. Our illustration shows tinap already set, only awaiting for a slight touch at the

bait to bring the heavy stone to the ground. A box may be substituted for the stone, and the
animal may thus beage 10scaptured alive. The three sticks are represented sepagate. @nd

c. Of course, there is no regular size for them, as this would greatly depend upon the purpose for
which they are designed to be used. If for rabbits, the following proportions will answer very
well. The sticks should all be square, and about half an inch ckntss. The badtick, @)

should be about nine or ten inches in length, one end being pointed and the other furnished with
a notch, as indicated. The upright stid®, ghould be a little shorter, one end being whittled to a
rather sharp edge. At abotirée or four inches from the other end, and on the side next to that
whittled, a square notch should be cut. This should be about a third of an inch in depth and half
an inch in width, being so cut as exactly to receive thedbiak without holding it fat. The
remaining stick €) should have a length of about seven or eight inches, one end being whittled,
as in the last, to an edge, and the other end furnished with a notch on the same side of the stick.

When these are finisbethe trap may be set in the following manner: Place the upright stick,
(b) with its pointed end uppermost. Rest the notch of the slanting sfjabn the summit of the
upright stick, placing the stone upon its end, and holding the stick in positionh&ithand. By
now hooking the notch in the batick on the sharpened edge of the slanting stick and fitting it
into the square notch in the upright, it may easily be made to catch and hold itself in position.
The bait should always project beneath ttume. In case a box is used instead of a stone, the



trap may be set either inside of it or beneath its edge. Where the ground is very soft, it would be
well to rest the upright stick on a chip or small flat stone, as otherwise it is apt to sink into the
eath by degrees and spring by itself.

When properly made, it is a very sure and sensitive trap, and the bait, generally an apple, or
"nub” of corn is seldom more than touched when the stone falls.

page 109THE "DOUBLE ENDER."

This is what we used to call it in New England and it was a great favorite among the boys who
were fond of rabbit catching. It was constructed of four boards two feet in length by nine inches
in breath secured with nails at their edges, so as to formgadguare box. Each end was
supplied with a heavy lid working on two hinges. To each of these lids a light strip of wood was
fastened, the length of each being sufficient to reach nearly to the middle of the top of the box, as
seen in the illustration. Ahts point a small auger hole was then made downward through the
board. A couple of inches of string was next tied to the tip of each stick and supplied with a large
knot at the end. The trap was then set on the simple principle of which there are so many
examples throughout the pages of this work. The knots were lowered through the auger

, hole and the
insertionof the bait stick inside the box held them in place. The edge of the bottom board on
each end of the trap should be supplied with a tin catch such as is descrgzege @8n order
to hold the lid in place after it has falleNo matter from which end the bait is approached it is
no sooner touched than both ends fall abdnty is prisoner. Like many other of our feur
footed game, the rabbit manifests a peculiar liking for salt and may be regularly attracted to a
given spoty its aid. A salted cotton string is sometimes extended several yards from the trap for
the purpose of leading them to it, but this seems a needless precaution, as the rabbit is seldom
behind hand in discerning a tempting bait when it is within his reach.

page 110THE SELF SETTING TRAP.



One of the oldest known principles ever embodied in the form of a trap is that which forms the
subject of the accompanying illustration. It is very simple in construction, sure in its action; and
as itsname implies, resets itself after each intruder has been captured.

It is well adapted for Rabbits and Gmoand when made on a small scale, may be successfully
employed in taking rats and mice. It is also extensively used in the capture of the Mink and
Muskrat, being set beneath the water, near the haunts of the animals and weighted by a large
stone. Of coums the size of the box will be governed by the dimensions of the game for which it
is to be set. Its general proportions should resemble those of the illustration, both ends being
open. A small gate, consisting of a square piece of wood supplied withsiflewires is then
pivoted inside each opening, so as to work freely and fall easily when raised. The bait is fastened
inside at the centre of the box. The animal, in quest of the bait, finds an easy entrance, as the
wires lift at a slight pressure, bute exit after the gate has closed is so difficult that escape is
almost beyond the question.

The wires should be so stiff as to preclude the possibility of them being bent by struggles of
the imprisoned creature in hisige 111efforts to escape, and tasure further strength it is
advisable to connect the lower ends of the wires by a cross piece of finer wire, twisted about
each.

The simultaneous capture of two rabbits in a trap of this kind is a common occurrence.

THE DEAD -FALL.

In strolling through e woods and on the banks of streams in the country, it is not an
uncommon thing to stumble against a contrivance resembling in general appearance our next
illustration. Throughout New England, the "deadl,” as this is called, has always been a most
popular favorite among trappers, young and old; and there is really no better rough and ready



trap for large game. To entrap a fox by any device is no easy matter; but the writer remembers
= L

<3

- one case where Reynard was
outwitted, and the heavy log of the "defatl" put a speedy end to his existence. The trap was set

in a locality where the fox had made himself asance by repeated nocturnal invasions among
the poultry, and the bait was cleverly calculated to decoy him. A live duck was tied within the
pen, and the morsel proved too tempting for him to resist. Thrusting his head beneath the
suspended log, in order teach his prey, he thus threw down the slender framework of support;
and the log, falling across his neck, put him to death.

Our illustration gives a very correct idea of the general construction of the-falead
although differing slightly in its maglof setting from that usually employed.

page 112A pen of rough sticks is first constructed, having an open front. A log about seven or
eight feet in length, and five or six inches in diameter, should then be procured. An ordinary
fence rail will answethe purpose very well, although the log is preferable. Its large end should
be laid across the front of the pen, and two stout sticks driven into the ground outside of it,
leaving room for it to rise and fall easily between them and the pen, a secomu klgphieing
placed on the ground beneath it, as described for thetdagampage (17) A look at our
illustration fully explains thesettingof the parts. A forked twig, aboutfaot in length, answers
for the baitstick. The lower end should be pointed, and the fork, with its bait, should incline
toward the ground, when set. The upper end should be supplied with a notch, square side down,
and directly above the branch which hollde bait. Another straight stick, about fourteen inches
in length, should then be cut. Make it quite flat on each end. A small thin stone, chip of wood, or
the like, is the only remaining article required. Now proceed to raise the log, as shown in the
drawing, place one end of the straight stick beneath it, resting its tip on the flat top of the upright
stick on the outside of the log. The baitstick should now be placed in position inside the
inclosure, resting the pointed end on the chip, and securingadiith above, as seen in the
illustration, beneath the tip of the flat stick. When this is done, the trap is set, but, there are a few
little hints in regard to setting it finely,that is, surel\d which will be necessary. It is very
important to avoid briging too much of the weight of the log on the flat stick, as this would of
course bear heavily on the battck, and render considerable force necessary to spring the trap.
The leverage at the point where the log rests on the flat stick should be ghtyasiid the log
should be so placed that the upright shall sustain nearly all the weight. By this method, very little



pressure is brought to bear on the 4sitk, and a very slight twitch will throw it out of poise.

The fork of the baistick should pait to the side of the inclosure, as, in this case, when the bait
is seized by the unlucky intruder, the very turning of the fork forces the notch from beneath the
horizontal stick, and throws the parts asunder.

If the trap is set for muskrats, minks, skanor animals of similar size, the weight of the log
will generally be found sufficient to effect their death; but, if desired, a heavy steneiimay
be rested against it, or the raised end weighted with other logp.(4&g to make sure. When
set for a coon or fox, this precaution is necessary. To guard against the cunning which some
animals possess, it is frequently necessary to cover the top of the pen witkticksssas there
are numerous cases on record whéee ihtended victims have climbed over the side of the
inclosure, and taken the bait from the inside, thus keeping clear of the suspended log, and
springing the trap without harm to themselves. A few sticks or branches laid across the top of the
inclosure vill prevent any such capers; and the crafty animals will either have to take the bait at
the risk of their lives, or leave it alone.

For trapping the muskrat, the bait may consist of carrots, turnips, apples, and the like. For the
mink, a bird's head, dhe head of a fowl, is the customary bait; and the skunk may usually be
taken with sweet apples, meats, or some portion of a dead fowl.

In the case of the fox, which we have mentioned, the setting of the trap was somewhat varied;
and in case our readersgit desire to try a similar experiment, we will devote a few lines to a
description of it. In this instance, the flat stick which supported the log was not more than eight
inches in length; and instead of the ksitk, a slight framework of slender brcies was
substituted. This frame or lattizeork was just large enough to fill the opening of the pen, and
its upper end supported the flat stick. The duck was fastened to the back part of the pen, which
was also closed over the top. The quacking of thwd &dtracted the fox; and as he thrust his
head through the lattice to reach his prey, the frame was thrown out of balance and Reynard paid
the price of his greed and folly.

There is another mode of adjusting the pieces of the-@dlaccommonly employedby
professional trappers, whereby the trap is sprung by the foot of the animal in quest of the bait.
This construction is shown correctly in the accompanying cut, which gives the front view, the
pen being made as before. The stout crotch represent@dsatésted on the summit of a strong
peg, driven into the ground beneath thetside edgef the suspended logh)(is the treacherous
stick which seals the doom of any animal that dares rest his foot upon it. This piece should be
long enough to stretcltceoss and overlap the guapdgs at each side of the opening. To set the
trap, rest the short crotch af)(on the top of the peg, and lower the log upon it, keeping the
leverage slight, as directed in our last example, letting much of the weight cotreetop bf the
Page 114eg. The long arm of the crotch should be pressed inward from the front, and one end of
the stick b) should then be caught between its extreme tip, and the upright peg about ten inches
above the ground. By now fastening the bait #€ peg at the back part of



the pen, the affair is in working order,
and will be found perfectly reliable. €hground log ) being rested in place as seen in the
illustration. To make assurance doubly sure, it is well to cut a slight notch in the upright stick at
(c) for the reception of the fogtiece p). By this precaution the stick, when lowered, is bound to
sink at the right end, thus ensuring success.

The FigureFour Trap, already described in another part of this book, is also well adapted to
the deadall, and is much used. It should be made of stout pieces and erected at the opening of
the pen, with thdait pointing toward the interior, the heavy log being poised on its summit.

THE GARROTE.

There is another variety of trap, somewhat resembling thefd#atut which seizes its prey
in a little different mannerrage 115This trap, which we will calthe Garrote, is truly represented
by our illustration. A pen is first constructed, similar to that of the dathdAt the opening of
the pen, two arches are fastened in the ground. They should be about an inch apart. A stout
forked stick should then beut; and firmly fixed in the earth at the side of the arches, and about
three feet distant.

Our main illustration gives the general appearance of the trap, but we also subjoin an
additional cut, showing the "setting" or arrangement of the pieces. Théyeean number, and
consist: First, of a notched peg, which is driven into the ground at the back part of the pen, and a
little to one side. Second, of a forked twig, the branch of which should point downward with the



bait attached t its end.

The third stick being the little hooked piece catching bentbattarches. The first of these is too
simple to need description. The second should be about eight inches long; a notch should be cut
in each end. The upper one being on the side from which the branch projects, and the other on
the oppositeside of the stk, and at the other end, as is made plain by our illustration. The third
stick may consist merely of a hooked crotch of some twig, as this is always to be found. Indeed,
nearlyall the parts of this trap may be found in any woods; and, with the exceptejack

knife, bait, and string, the trapper need not trouble himself to carry any materials whatever.
When the three pieces are thus made the trap only awaits the "Garrote." This should be made
from a stiff pole, about six feet in length, having a hestoye tied to its large end, and a loop of

the shape of the letter U, or a slipping noose, made of stout cord or wire, fastenedat the

smaller end. To arrange the pieces for their destructive work, the pole should be bent down so
that the loop shll fall between the arches. The "crotch stick” should then be hooked beneath the
front of the arch, letting its arm point inward. After this the bait stick should be placed in its
position, with the bait pointing downward, letting one end catch beneatiothh in the ground

peg, and the other over the tip of the crotch stick. This done, and the trap is set.

Like the deadfall, the bait stick should point toward the side of the pen, as the turning
involved in pulling it toward the front is positivelsure to slip it loose from its catches. Be
careful to see that the loop is nicely arranged between the arches, and that the top of the pen is

covered with a few twigs. If thes directions are
carefully followed, and if the young trapper has selected a good trapping ground, it will not be a



matter of many days before he will discover the upper portion of the avchapied by some

rabbit, muskrat, or other unlucky creature, either standing on its hind legs, or lifted clean off the
ground. Coons are frequently secured by this trap, although, as a general thing, they don't show
much enthusiasm over traps of any kindd seem to prefer to get their food elsewhere, rather
than take it off the end of a bait stick.

THE BOW TRAP.

This most excellent and unique machine is an invention of the author's, and possesses great
advantages, both on account of its durability anith@ speedy death which it inflicts.

Procure a board about two feet in length, by five or six in width, and commencing at about
nine inches from one end, cut a hole four or more inches square. This may readily be done with a
narrow saw, by first boring series of gimlet holes in which to insert it. There will now be nine
inches of board on one side of the hole and eleven on the other. The shorter end constituting the
top of the trap. On the upper edge of the lwale 117a row of stout tin teeth shoulze firmly
tacked, as seen in the illustration. On the other side of the cavity, and three inches from it a small
auger hole (the size of a lead pencil), should be bored. After which it should beagendd and
polished on the interior, by rubbing withrse smooth, hard tool, inserted inside. A round plug
of wood should next be prepared. Let it be about half an inch in length, being afterwards
bevelled nearly the whole length of one side, as shown k@t (eaving a

little over an eighth of an inch of the wood



unwhittled. This little piece of wood is the most important part, of the trap, and should be made
very carefully. The remaining end of the board below the auger hole should now be whittled off
to a point, in order that it may be driven into the ground. The next requisites consist of two
pieces of wood, which are seen at the sides of the square holejllnstration, and also seen at

(c), side view. Theseage 118pieces should be about six inches in length and about an inch
square. A thin piece being cut off from one side of each, to the distdrfoer inches, and

ending in a square notch. The other end should be rounded off, as is also there plainly indicated.
Before adjusting the pieces in place, two tin catches should be fastened to the board, one on each
side of the hole. This catch is shoan(d), and consists merely of a piece of tin, half an inch in
width, and threejuarters of an inch in length, tacked to the wood, and having its end raised, as
indicated. Its object is to hold the bestring from being pulled down after once passing lite T

upper edge of these catpleces should be about an inch and a half from the top of the hole, and,

if desired, two or three of them may be arranged one above the other, so that wherever the string
may stop against the neck of the inmate it will be sardold. The catches being in place,
proceed to adjust the pieces of wood, letting the notch be on a line with the top of the pole, or a
little above it. Each piece should be fastened with two screws to make secure.

We will now give our attention to thealt stick. This should be about six inches in length, and
square, as our illustration shows. There are two ways of attaching thstitlaito the board,
both shown atd) and ). The former consists merely of a screw eye inserted into the end of the
stick, afterwards hinged to the board by a wire staple. The point for the hinge, in this case,
should be about an inch below the auger hole. In the other mdjhtte(bait stick should be a
half inch longer, and the spot for the hinge a quarter inch lo&tesbout a quarter of an inch
from the square end of the bait stick a small hole should be made by the use of a hot wire. An
oblong mortice should next be cut in the board, so as to receive this end of the stick easily. A
stout bit of wire should then bagerted in the little hole in the stick, and laying this across the
centre of the mortice, it should be thus secured by two staples, as the drawing shows. This forms
a very neat and simple hinge. To determine the place for the catch, insert the flathenlkite
plug fairly into the augehole above the hinge. Draw up the bait stick, and at the point where it
comes in contact with the point of the plug, cut a square notch, as shawnknerything now
awaits the bow. This should be of hickory orestlstout wood; it is well to have it seasoned,
although a stout sapling will answer the purpose very well. It should be fastened to the top of the
board by two heavy staples, or nails driven on each side of it. The string shdwddvyéndian
twine. Ourrage 11dllustration shows the trap, as it appears when ready for business. The plug is
inserted, as already described, with the bevelled face downward, and square end in the hole.
Draw down the bowstring and pass it beneath the plug, at the same titokireg the tip of the
latter in the notch of the bait stick. If properly constructed the string will thus rest on the slight
uncut portion of the under side of the peg, and the trap is thus set. If the bait is pushed when
approached, the notch is forced fstbm the plug, and the string flies up withvaang! securing
the neck of its victim, and producing almost instant death. If the baulesd the bait stick thus
forces the plug into the hole in the board, and thus slides the cord on to the beubl, whi
immediately releases it, and the bow is sprung. So that no matter whether the bait is pushed or
drawn towards the front, the trap is equally sure to spring.

In setting this curious machine, it is only necessary to insert it into the ground, and durroun
the bait with a slight pen, in order that it may not be approached from behind. By now laying a



stone or a pile of sticks in front of the affair, so that the bait may be more readily reached, the
thing is ready. Care is required in setting to arrangepitbees delicately. The plug should be
very slightlyinserted into the auger hole, and the notch in the bait stick should be as small as
possible, and hold. All this is made clear in our illustratign (

By observing these little niceties the trap becomes very sure and sensitive.

Bait with small apple, nub of corn, or the like.

THE MOLE TRAP.

If there is anyone subject upon which the ingenuity of the farmers has been taxed, it is on the
invention of a mte trap which would effectually clear their premises of these blind burrowing
vermin. Many patented devices of this character are on the market, and many odd pictured ideas
on the subject have gone the rounds of the illustrated press, but they all simsigmificance
when tested beside the trap we here present. It has no equal among mole traps, and it can be
made with the utmost ease and without cost. The principle on which it works is the same as the
Fish Trap orpage 1P.

Construct a hollow wooden tube about five inches in diameter, and eight inches in length. A
section of a small tree, neatly excavated with a large auger is just the thing. Thxoughthe
centre of one of the sides a small hole the size of adendil should be bored, this being the
upper side. About half an inch distant from each end a smaller hole should be made for the
passage of the noose. The spring should consist either of a stout steel rod, whalebone or stiff
sapling, a foot or more in lgth, inserted downward through holes in the side of the tube after
the manner of the Fish Trap already alluded to. No bait is required. A simple stick the size of the
central hole at one end, and an inch in width at the other being sufficient. The $etpais
described in the other instances, and as the introduction of the sglickllés sometimes
attended with difficulty owing to its position inside the trap, the bottom of the latter is sometimes
cut away for two or three inches to facilitate the afien. The trap is then to be imbedded
within the burrow of the mole. Find a fresh tunnel and carefully remove the sod above it. Insert
the trap and replace the turf. The first mole that starts on his rounds through that burrow is a sure
prisoner, no mattefrom which side he may approach.

Immense numbers of these troublesome vermin have been taken in a single season by a dozen

such traps, and they possess great advantages over all other mole traps on account of their
simplicity and unfailing success.

A FISH TRAP.



Our list of traps would be incomplete without a Fish Trap, and although we have mentioned

some contrivances in this line undc. our article on

"Fishing" we here present one which is both new and novel.

Its mode of construction is exactly similar to the Double Box Snge (57) A section of
stovepipe one foot in lerttp should first be obtained. Through the iron at a point equidistant
from the ends, a hole should be made with some smooth, sharp pointed instrument, the latter
being forcedoutward from theinside of the pipe, thus causing the ragged edge of the hole to
appear on the outside, as seen in our illustration. The diameter of the apestureshould be
about that of a lead pencil. Considering this asughyger sideof the pipe, proceed to pierce two
more hole'sdownwardthrough the side of the circumferender the admission of a stout stick
or steel rod. This is fully explained in our illustration. The further arrangement of bait stick and
nooses is exactly identical with that describecpbage (57) It may be set for suckers, pickerel,
and fish of like size, the bait stick being inserted with sufficient firmness to withstand the attacks
of smaller fish. The bait should be firmly tied to the stick, or the latter supplied with two hooks
at the end onvhich it should be firmly impaled. To set the trap, select a locality abounding in
fish. Place a stone inside the bottom of the pipe, insert the bait stick and arrange the nooses.

By now quietly grasping the curve of the switch the trap may be easilyddwe the bottom.
The bait soon attracts a multitude of small fishes; these in turn attract the pickerel to the spot,
and before many minutes the trap is sprung and may be raised from the water with its prisoner.
This odd device is an invention of the laarts, and it is as successful as it is unique.
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HOUSEHOLD TRAPS.

or the most effectual domestic trap on record see our page title to this
section. There are several others also which have done good service in many households, and for
the sake opestered housekeepers generally, we devote a corner of our volume for their especial
benefit.

Foremost in the list of domestic pests the rat standemieent, and his proverbial shrewdness
and cunning render his capture often a very difficult, if noirapossible task. We subjoin,
however, a few hints and suggestions of practical value, together with some perfected ideas in
the shape of traps, by which the average rat may be easily outwitted and led to his destruction.

First on the list is

THE BARREL TRAP.

This most ingenious device possesses great advantages in its capabilities of securing an almost
unlimited number of the vermin in quick succession. It also takes care of itself, requires no re
baiting or setting after once put in working order, andure death to its prisoners.

A watertight barrel is the first thing required. Into this pour water to the depth of a foot. Next
dampen a piece of very thick paper, and stretch it over the top of the barrel, tying it securely
below the upper hoops. Whéine paper dries it will become thoroughly flat and tightened. Its
surface should then be strewn with bits of cheese, etc., and the barrel so-placedhat the
rats may jump upon it from some neighboring surface. As soon as the bait is gonesafdp#gh
should be spread on the paper and the same operation repeated for several days, until the rats get
accustomed to visit the place for their regular rations, fearlessly and without suspicion. This is
"half the battle,” and the capture of the greettyims of misplaced confidence is now an easy
matter. The bait should again be spread as before and a few pieces of the cheese should be
attached to the paper with gum. It is a good plan to smear parts of the paper with gum arabic,
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sprinkling the bait upon
it. When dry, cut a cross in the middle of the paper, as seen in the illustration, and leave the
barrel totake care of itself and the rats. The first one comes along, spies the tempting morsels,
and with his accustomed confidence, jumps upon the paper. He suddenly finds himself in the
water at the bottom of the barrel, and the paper above has closed aadyigorgractice its
deception on the next comer. There is not long to wait. A second victim soon tumbles in to keep
company with the first. A third and a fourth soon follow, and a dozen or moreagre 27
sometimes thus entrapped in a very short spadenef It is a most excellent and simple trap,
and if properly managed, will most effectually curtail the number of rats in any pestered
neighborhood.

By some, it is considered an improvement to place in the bottom of the barrel a large stone,
which shallproject above the water sufficiently to offer a foothold for one rat. The first victim,
of course, takes possession of this retreat and on the precipitate arrival of the second a contest
ensues for its occupancy. The hubbub which follows is said to tatiththe rats in the
neighborhood to the spot, and many are thus captured.

We can hardly recommend the addition of the stone as being an improvement. The rat is a
most notoriously shrewd and cunning animal, and the despairing cries of his comrades must
rather tend to excite his caution and suspicion. By the first method the drowning is soon
accomplished and the rat utters no sound whereby to attract and warn his fellows. This
contrivance has been thoroughly tested and has proved its efficacy in manhdhdsidsy
completely ridding the premises of the vermin.

Another excellent form of Barrel Trap is that embodying the principle descrilmha (131)
A circular platform should be first constructed and hinged in the ope@itige barrel This may



be done by driving a couple of small nails through the sides of the barrel into a couple of staples
inserted near the opposite edges of the platform. The latter should be delicately weighted, as
described on the above mentioned paged previously to setting, should be baited in a
stationary position for several days to gain the confidence of the rats. The bait should at last be
secured to the platform with gum, and the bottom of the barrel of course filled with water, as
already dscribed. This trap possesses the same advantages as the foregoisglf#eising

and unfailing in its action.

Another method consists in hdifling the barrel with oats, and allowing the rats to enjoy their
repast there for several days. When thitisacted to the spot, remove the oats, and pour the same
bulk of water into the barrel, sprinkling the surface thickly with the grain. The delusion is almost
perfect, as will be effectually proven when the first rat visits the spot for his accustomed fre
lunch. Down he goes with a splash, is soon drowned, and sinks to the bottom. The next shares
the same fate, and several more are likely to be added to the list of misguided victims.

page 128Many of the devices described throughout this work may betedldpr domestic use
to good purpose. The bdrap page 103 boxsnare,page 55 figurefour, page 107 are all
suitable for the capture of that; also, the examples given on pa$e§ 109 110 and129

The steetrap is often used, but should always be concealed frem. Vit is a good plan to set
it in a pan covered with meal, and placed in the haunts of the rats. The trap may also be set at the
mouth of the rats' hole, and covered with a piece of-daldred cloth or paper. The runways
between boxes, boards, and tiies loffer excellent situations for the trap, which should be
covered, as before directed.

Without one precaution, however, the trap may be set in vain. Much of teballsd
shrewdness of the rat is nothing more tharnirstinctive caution, through the acute sense of
smell which the animal possesses; and a trap which has secured one victim will seldom extend
its list, unless all traces of its first occupant are thoroughly eradicated. This may be accomplished
by smoking tle trap over burning paper, hens' feathers or chips, taking care to avoid a heat so
extreme as to affect the temper of the steel springs. Altaps should be treated the same way,
in order to insure success, and the position and localities of settinigl $ie frequently changed.

THE BOX DEAD -FALL.

This trap is an old invention, simplified by the author, and for the capture of rats and mice will
prove very effectual. It consists of a box, constructed of four slabs4oin8h boarding, and
open at botlends. The two side boards should be 10 x 18 inches; top and bottom boards, 6 x 18
inches. For the centre of the latter, a square piece should be removed by the aid of the saw. The
width of this piece should be four inches, and the length eight incheseB#filing the boards
together, the holes thus left in the bottom board should be supplied with a treadle platform,
working on central side pivots. The board for this treadle should be much thinner and lighter
than the rest of the trap, and should fit llgsn place, its surface being slightly below the level
of the bottom board. This is shown in the interior of the trap. The pivots should be inserted in the
exact centre of the sides, through holes made in the edge of the bottom board. These holes may
be bored with a gimlet or burned with a radt wire. The pivots mayage 129consist of stout



brass or iron wire; and the end of one should be flattened with the hammer, as s¢ehhis (

pivot should project an inch from the wood, and shouldirbdy inserted in the treadigiece.

The platform being thus arranged, proceed to fasten the boards together, as shown in the
illustration, the top and bottom boards overlapping the others. We will now give our attention to
the stick shown at bj. This should be
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whittled from a

piece of hard wood, its length being three inches, and its upper end pointed as seeweil he |
end should be pierced with a crevice, which should then be forced over the flattened extremity of
the point ) as shown atd), pointed end uppermost. The weigay is next in order. This should
consist of a heavy oak plank two inches in thicknasd, of such other dimensions as will allow

it to fit loosely in the box, and fall from top to bottom therein without catching between two
sides. A stout staple should be driven in the centre of its upper face, and from this a stout string
should be passedpward through a hole in the centre of the box. We are now ready for the
spindle €). This should be about three inches in length, and bleatky13gpointed at each end,

a notch being made to secure it at a point five inches above the@ivbb Getthe trap, raise the
weight, as seen in the illustration; draw down the string to the pgintuid attach it to the
spindle onehalf an inch from its upper end, which should then be inserted in the notch, the lower
end being caught against the extremityhe pivot stick. The parts are now adjusted, and even in
the present state the trap is almost sure to spring at the slightest touch on theieeadl&n
additional precaution is advisable, however. Two small wooden fegjo(ld be driven, one on

each side of the spindle, thus preventing any-sideement of the latter. It will now be readily
seen that the slightest weight on either end of the trgaelbe within the trap must tilt it to one

side, thus throwing the pivgtiece from its bearing on the spindle; and the latter being released,
lets fall the weight with crushing effect upon the back of its hapless victim.



The trap is very effective, and is easily constructed. The bait should be rested in the centre of
the treadle platform. Built on a larger scale, this device may be successfully adapted to the
capture of the mink, martien, and many other varieties of game.

THE BOARD -FLAP.

page 131For the capture of mice this is both a simple and effective contrivance, and it may be
enlarged so as to be of good service for larger animals. Procure two boards, one foot square and
one inch thick, and secure them together by two hinges, as in the illustration. Assuming one as
the upper board, proceed to bore a gimlet hole three inches from the hinges. This is for the
reception of the bait stick, and should be cut away on the ingdssem in the section)( thus
allowing a free play for the stick. Directly beneath this aperture, and in the lower board, a large
auger hole should be made. A stout bit of iron wire, ten inches in length, is now required. This
should be inserted perpendiarly in the further end of the lower slab, being bent into a curve
which shall slide easily through a gimlet hole in the edge of the upper board. This portion is very
important, and should be carefully constructed. The bait stick should be not moriargean
inches in length, supplied with a notch in its upper end, and secured in the aperture in the board
by the aid of a pivot and staples, as is clearly shown in our drawing. The spindle is next in order.
It should consist of a light piece of pine eiginid a half inches in length, and brought to an edge
at each end. A tack should now be driven at the further edge of the upper board on a line with the
aperture through which the wire passes. Our illustration represents the trap as it appears when
set. Theupper band is raised to the full limit of the wire. One end of the spindle is now adjusted
beneath the head of the tack, and the other in the notch in the bait stick. The wire thus supports
the suspended board by sustaining the spindle, which is heldiiilbegm. A slight touch on
the bait stick soon destroys this equilibrium: a flap ensues, and a dead mouse is the result. The
object of the auger hole in the lower board consists in affording a receptacle for the bait when



the boards come together, asesthise it would defeat its object, by offering an obstruction to
the fall of the board, and thus allow its little mouse to escape.

It is, therefore, an essential part of the trap, and should be carefully tested before being finally
set.

THE BOX PIT -FALL.

We now come to a variety of trap which differs in its construction from any previously
described. It secures its victims alive, and without harm, and, when well made, is very
successfulrage 134t may be set for squirrels, chipmunks, rats, mice, antdikbeand on a large
scale for muskrats and mink.

The trap is very easily made, and is represented in section in our illustration, showing the
height and interior of the box. For ordinary purposes the box should be about twelve or fourteen
inches squarewith a depth of about eighteen inches. A platform consisting of a piece of tin
should then be procured. This should be just large enough to fit nicely to the outline of the
interior of the box without catching. On two opposite sides of this piece of tin,

———

s and at the middle of
each of those sides, a small strip of the same material should be wired, or soldiecidim of

a loop, as shown in the separate diagranbatThese loops should be only large enough to
admit the end of a shingleail. A scratch should now be made across the tin from loop to loop,
and on the centre of this scratch another and latgerdaf tin should be fastened in a similar



manner as shown in our diagram, @t (his being for the balance weight. Tihge 13datter may

consist of a small stone, piece of lead, or the like, and should be suspended by means of a wire
bent around itand secured in a hole in the tin by a bend or knot in the other extremity. Further
explanations are almost superfluous, as our main illustration fully explains itself.

After the weight is attached, the platform should be secured in its place, abouotkies from
the top of the box. To accomplish this and form the hinges, two stnagieshould be driven
through the side of the box into the tin loops prepared for them. To do this nicely requires some
considerable accuracy and care, and it should bdose that the platform will swing with
perfect freedom and ease, the weight below bringing it to a horizontal poise after a few
vibrations. Care should be taken that the weight is not too heavy, as, in such a case, the platform
will not be sensitive on its

[ — S

balance, and,
consequetty, would not work so quickly and surely. The weight shoulgusé heavy enougto

restore the platform to its perfect poise, and no more. This can be easily regulated by experiment.
The bait should then be strewn on both sides of the platform, whemmaghés set, and the
luckless animal, jumping after the bait, feels his footing give way, and suddenly finds himself in
the bottom of a dark box, from which it is impossible for him to escape except by gnawing his
way out. To prevent this, the interiortbie box may be lined with tin.

By fasteningthe bai® a small lump or pie@ on each side of the tin, the trap will continually
reset itself, and, in this way, two or three individuals may be taken, one after the other. Muskrats
are frequently caught in thitrap, it being generally buried in the ground so that its top is on a
level with the surface. In this case it is necessary to arrange the platform lower down in the box,
and the latter should be of much larger dimensions than the one we have described.

page 134For ordinary purposes the box should either be set in the ground or placed near some

neighboring object which will afford easy access to it. No less than a dozen rats have been
caught in a trap of this kind in a single night.

CAGE TRAP.



The common cage trap is well known to most of our readers, and for the capture of rats and
mice, it is one of thenost efficacious devices in existence. The construction of one of these traps
is quite a difficult operation, and we would hesitate before advising our inventive reader to
exercise his patience and ingenuity in the manufacture of an article which camgh¢ floo such
a small price, and which, after all, is only a mouse trap. If it were a device for the capture of the
mink or otter, it might then be well worth the trouble, and would be likely to repay the time and
labor expended upon it. We imagine thaw ferould care to exercise their skill over a trap of
such complicated structure, while our pages are filled with other simpler and equally effective
examples.

For the benefit, however, of such as are of an inventive turn of mind, we subjoin an illustration
of the trap to serve as a guide. The principle upon which it works is very simple. Therbait is
135 strewn inside the cage, and the rats or mice find their only access to it through the hole at the
top. The wires here converge at the bottom, and@reqa at the ends. The passage downwards
is an easy matter, but &scapehrough the same opening is impossible, as the pointed ends of
the wires effectually prevent the ascent. It is a notable fact, however, that the efforts to escape
through this opemig are very seldom made. The mode of entering seems to be absolutely
forgotten by the captive animals, and they rush frantically about the cage, prying between all the
wires in their wild endeavors, never seeming to notice the central opening by whiemtéed.
This is easily explained by the fact that the open grating admits the light from all sides, and the
enclosed victims are thus attracted to no one spot in particular, and naturally rush to the extreme
edges of the trap, in the hope of finding ait.e

If a thick cloth be placed over the cage, leaving the opening at the top uncovered, the confined
creatures are soon attracted by the light, and lose no time in rushing towards it, where their
endeavors to ascend are effectually checked by the paintes. Profiting by this experiment,



the author once improvised a simple trap on the same principle, which proved very effectual. We
will call it

THE JAR TRAP.

In place of the wire cage, a glass presgavavas substituted. A few bits of cheese werea the
dropped inside, and the top of a funnel inserted into the opening above. This completed the trap,
and it was set on the floor near the flour barrel. On the following morning the jar was occupied
by a little mouse, and each successive night for a weeddaoite to the list of victims. A stiff
piece of tin, bent into the required shape, may be substituted for the funnel top, or even a very
heavy piece of pasteboard might answer.

BOWL TRAPS.

Very effective extempore traps may be set up in a few minutdhebyse of a few bowls.
There are two methods commonly employed. One consists of the bowl and -al&dde An
ordinary tableknife is used and a piece of cheese is firmly forced on to the end of the blade, the
bowl is then balanced on the edge, allowing bait to project about an inch and a half beneath
the bowl. The odor of cheese will attract a moeuse 13@lmost anywhere, and he soon finds his
way to the tempting morsel in this case. A very slight nibble is sufficient to tilt the blade and the
bowl falls over its prisoner.

In the second method a thimble is used in place of the knife. The cheese is forced into its
interior, and the open end of the thimble inserted far beneath the bowl, allowing about half its
length to project outward.

The mouse ishus obliged to pass under the bowl in order to reach the bait, and in his efforts to
grasp the morsel, the thimble is dislodged and the captive secured beneath the vessel. Where a
small thimble is used, it becomes necessary to place a bit of pastebflatatlip beneath it, in
order to raise it sufficiently to afford an easy passage for the mouse. Both of these devices are
said to work excellently.

FLY PAPER.
A sheet of common paper, smeared with a mixture composed of mateesesart, and bird
lime six parts (se@age 97, will be found to attract large numbers of flies and hold them
prisoners upon its surface.

Spruce gum, warmed on the fire, and mixed with a little linseed oll, is also excé&itena
genuine fly trap, the following stands unrivalled.

FLY TRAP.



Take a tumbler, and halfill it with strong soap suds. Cut a circle of stiff paper which will
exactly fit into the top of the glass. In the centre of the paper cut a hole half an oiemieter,
or, better still, a slice of bread may be placed on the glass. Smear one side of the disc with
molasses, and insert it in the tumbler with this side downward. Swarms of flies soon surround it,
and one by one find their way downward through lloée. Once below the paper, and their
doom is sealed. For a short time the molasses absorbs their attention, and they, in turn, absorb
the molasses.

In their efforts to escape, they one by one precipitate themselves in the soap suds below, where
they spedily perish. The tumbler is soon hdilied with the dead insects, and where a number
of the traps are set in a single room, the apartment is soon ridden of the pests.
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STEEL TRAPS AND THE ART OF TRAPPING.

- assing from our full and extended illustrated list of extempore, or "rough and
ready" examples of the trap kind, wél now turn our attention to the consideration of that
well-known implement, the tradsteeltrap. Although the foregoing varieties often serve to good
purpose, the Steel Trap is the principal device used by professional trappers, and possesses great
advantages over all other traps. It is portable, sets easily and quickly, either on land or beneath

the water; can be concealed with ease; secures its victims without injury to their fur, and by the
application of the spring or sliding pole (hereafter desdhjilwill most effectually prevent the

captive from making his escape by sathputation, besides placing him beyond the reach of
destruction by other animals.

The author has known trappers who have plied their vocation largely by the aid of the various
hand made traps, described in the earlier pages of this book, and with good success. But in the
regularbusinesf systematic trapping, their extensive use is not common. The experience of
modern trappers generally, warrants the assertion that for pradilig| from every point of
view, the steel trap stands unrivalled.

These traps are made of all sizes, from that suitable for the capture of the house rat, to the
immense and wieldy machine adapted to the grizzly, and known as the "bear tamer."

They ma be bought at almost any hardware shop, although a large portion of the traps
ordinarily sold are defective. They should be selected with care, and the springs always tested
Page 13cbefore purchase. Besides the temper of the spring, there are alsoeuissary qualities
in a steel trap, which we subjoin in order that the amateur may know how to judge and select his
weapons judiciously.

REQUISITES OF A GOOD STEEL TRAP.

1. The jaws should not be too thin nor sharp cornetadthe cheaper class of stéedps the
jaws approach to the thinness of shean, and the result is that the thin edges often sever the
leg of their wouldbe captive in a single stroke. At other times the leg is so deeply cut as to easily
enable the animal to gnaw or twist it offhis is the common mode of escape, with many
animals.



2. The pan should not be too larg€his is a very common fault with many steel traps and
often defeats its very object. Where the pan is small, the foot of the animal in pressing it, will be
directly in the centre of the snap of the jaw, and he is thus firmly secured far up on the leg. On
the other hand, a large pan nearly filling the space between the jaws as the trap is set, may be
sprung by a touch on its extreme edge, and the animal's toe isk#iydd get slightly pinched,
if indeed the paw is not thrown off altogether by the forcible snap of the jaw.

3. The springs should be strong, scientifically tempered, and proportidrez strength of a
perfectly tempered spring will always remain tlaame, whether in winter or summer, never
losing its elasticity. The best of tempering, however, is useless in a spring badly formed or
clumsily tapered.

4. The jaws should be so curved as to give the bow of the spring a proper sweep to work upon.
The jawsshould lieflat when open, and should always work easily on their hinges.

5. Every trap should be furnished with a strong chain with ring and swivel attached, and in
every case the swivel should turn easily.

The celebrated "Newhouse Trap" embodies @&lahove requisites, and has deservedly won a
reputation for excellence second to no other in this or any other country.

They are made in eight sizes, as follows:

No. o. This is the smallest size and is known as the RAT TRAP. It has a single
spring, and the jaws spreddde and a half inches when set.
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Page 141 This size is called the MUSKRAT TRAP, and the jaws spread
four inches. It is especially designed for the capture of the mink, marten, and animals of similar
size.

This is known in the trade as the MINK TRAP, and the
jaws spread nearly five inches. It is adapted for the fox, raccoon, or fisher.



This sizeis called the FOX TRAP. The spread of

the jaws is the same as in the foregoing, but the trap is provided with two springs, and
consequently has double the power. It is strong enough for the otter, and is generally used for the
capture of the fox and fishe

No.3 goes by the name of the OTTER TRAP.
The jaws spread five and a half inches, and the powerful double springs do excellent service in
the capture of the beaver, fox, badger, opossum, wild cat, and animals of like size.

N Commonly called the BEAVER TRAP.
Jaws spread six and a haithes. This size is especially adapted to the wolf, lynx or wolverine.

It may also be set for deer, and extra sets of jaws are made expressly for this purpose, being
easily inserted in the place of the ordinary jaws, when desired.

Page 142
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This is known as the "GREAT BEAR TAMER," and is a most formidable weapon. The jaws

spread sixteen inches, and the weigihthe machine is fortywo pounds. It is extensively used
in the capture of the moose and grizzly bear, and is the largest and most powerful steel trap made




in this or any other country. The springs possess most tremendous power, and require to be set
by a lever, as the weight of an ordinary man has not the slightest effect upon them. This lever
may be easily applied, as follows: Have at hand four stout straps, supplied with buckles. These
should always be carried by the trapper, where the larger deprlg traps are used. To adjust

the lever, cut four heavy sticks about three feet long. Take two of them and secure their ends
together, side by side, with one of the straps. Now insert the spring of the trap between them,
near the strap. Bear down heaviy the other extremity of the lever, and the spring will be
found to yield easily, after which the remaining ends of the levers should be secured by a second
strap. The other spring should now be treated in the same way, after which the jaws should be
spread and the pan adjusted. The removal of the strapsszandsdevers is now an easy matter,

after which the trap is set. The stoutest spring is easily made to yield by such treatment.

The SMALL BEAR TRAP. The jaws of this size spread nearly a foot, and the weight of the
trap is seventeen pounds. It is used incdugture of the black bear, puma, and animals of similar
size.

All of the foregoing are supplied with swivels and chains.

HINTS ON BAITING THE STEEL TRAP.

There is a very common and erroneous idea current among amateur sportsmen and others in
regard to tk baiting of the steel trap; viz., that the pan of the trap is intended fdyathe



This was the old cusin in the traps

of bygone times, but no modern trap is intended to be so misused, and would indeed often defeat
its object in such a case, wherein it will be easily: 144seen. The object of the professional
trapper is the acquisition of furs; and anpei fur skin should be without break or bruise, from
nose to tail. A trap set as above described, would of course catch its victim by the head or neck,
and the fur would he more or less injured at the very spot where it should be particularly free
from blemsh.

The true object of the steel trap is, that it shall take the animal bgghus injuring the skin
only in a part where it is totally valueless.

We give, then, this imperative rde\ever bait a steel trap on the pan

The pan is intended for tHeot of the game, and in order to insure capture by this means, the
bait should be so placed as that the attention of the animal vdtawen awayfrom the trap; the
latter being in such a position as will cause the victinstep in itwhen reaching fothe
tempting allurement.

There are several ways of doing this, one of which we here illustrate.

A pen of stakes, in the shape of the letter V, is first constructed. The trap is then set in the
angle, and the bait attached to the end stake directlyibwenother method is shown in the
picture on our titlgpage to this section, the bait being suspended on a stick above the trap. There
are various other methods on the same principle, which will be described hereafter, under the
titles of the various game

THE SPRING POLE.

This is nearly always used in connection with the steel trap, in the capture of the smaller land
animals. It not only lifts the creature into the air, and thus prevents its becoming a prey to other
animals, but it also guards against #tscape of the victim by the amputation of its own leg. This
is a very common mode of release with many kinds of ganwably the mink, marten, and



muskrat; and for the successful trapping of these, as well as many other animals, the spring and
sliding pde are absolute necessities. It is a simple contrivance, consisting merely of a pole
inserted in the ground near the trap. The pole is then bent down, and the trap chain secured to its
end. A small, notched peg is next driven into the ground and the tbp pble caught in it, and

thus held in a bent position. When the animal is caught, its struggles release the pole, and the
latter, flying up with a jerkpage 144ifts the trap and its occupant high in the air, out of the reach

of marauders, and beyotide power of escape by samputation. Even in the capture of large
game the spring pole often serves to good purpose. The struggles of a heavy animal are often so

violent e Rle i as to break a stout

trap or chain; and the force of the spring pole, although not sufficient to raise the animal from its
feet,often succeeds in easing the strain, and often thus saves a trap from being broken to pieces.
The power of the pole must of course be proportionate to the weight of the desired game.

THE SLIDING POLE.

The first impulse with almost every aquatic animal wh=ught in a trap, is to plunge
headlong into deep water. With the smaller animals, such as the mink and muskrat, this is all that
is desired by the trapper, as the weight of the trap with the chain is sufficient to drown its victim.
But with larger animis, the beaver and otter for instance, an additional precaution, in the shape
of the "sliding pole," is necessary. This consists of a pole about ten feet long, smoothly trimmed
of its branches, excepting at the tip, where a few stubs should be left.thisemd obliquely
into the bed of the stream, where the watenis 14edeep, and secure the large end to the bank
by means of a hooked stick, as seen in our illustration. The ring of the chain should be large
enough to slide easily down the entiregédnof the pole. When the trap is set, the ring should be
slipped on the large end



of the pole, and heldi

place by resting a stick against it. The animal, when caught, plunges off into deep water, and
guided by the pole, is led to the bottom of the river. The ring slides down to the bed of the
stream, and there holds its victim until drowned.

THE CLOG.

A trap which is set for heavy game should never be secured to a stake. Many of the larger and
more powerful animals when caught in a trap thus secured, are apt either to pull or twist their
legs off, or break both trap and chain to pieces. To guard agaisstthbi chain should be
weighted with a pole or small log, of a size proportionate to the dimensions of the game, its
weight being merely sufficient to offer a serious incumbrance to the animal, without positively
checking its movements. This impedimentadled the "clog," and is usually attached to the ring
of the trap chain by its larger end, the ring being slipped over the latter, and secured in place by a
wedge. A look at our frontispiece will give a clear idea of both clog and attachment.

page 147THE GRAPPLING IRON.



This answers the same purpose as the above, and is often used instead. It is manufactured in

connection with the larger steel traps, e Is attached to the chain by a
swivel joint. Its general shape is shown in an engraving, and it offers a serious resistance to the
victim, who endeavors to run away with it.

THE SEASON FOR TRAPPING.

The busness of trapping for profit must be confined to the season between the first of October
and the beginning of May, as furs of all kinds are worthless when taken during the other months
of the year. The reason of this is obvious.pfirhe fur' must be thick’ and 'full," and as all our
fur-bearing animals shed their heavy winter coats as warm weather approaches, it necessarily
follows that the capture at this season would be unprofitable. As the autumn approaches the new
growth appearsnd the fur becomes thick and glossy. By the middle of October most furs are in
their prime, but the heart of winter is the best time for general trapping. The fursrefdhes
mink, muskrat, fisher, marten and beaver are not in their perfect prirhéhisaseason. Andll
other furs aresureto be in good condition at this time.

THE ART OF TRAPPING.

From time immemorial, and in every nation of the world, the art of trapping has been more or
less practised. By some as a means of supplying their watite shape of daily food, and by
others for the purpose of merchandise or profit.

To be a clever and successful trapper, much more is required than is generally supposed. The
mere fact of a person's being able to set a trap cleverly and judiciously lfort a small part of
his proficiency; and unless he enters deeper into the subject and learns something of the nature
and habits of the animals he intends to catch, his traps will be set in vain, or at best meet with but



indifferent success. The study wétural history here becomes a matter of necessity as well as
pleasure and profit. And unless the trapper thoroughly acquaints himself with the habits of his
various game, the sagacity and cunning of his intended victim will often outwit his most shrewd
endeavors, much to his chagrin. The sense of smell, so largely developed in many animals,
becomes one of the trappers most serious obstacles, and seems at times to amount almost to
positive reason so perfectly do the creatures baffle the most ingenioampts of man in his

efforts to capture them. A little insight into the ways of these artful animals, however, and a little
experience with their odd tricks soon enables one to cope with them successfully and overcome
their whims. For the benefit of the atear who has not had the opportunity of studying for
himself, the peculiarities of the various game, the author appends a comprehensive chapter on
"Practical Natural History," in which will be found full accounts of the peculiar habits and
leading charactéstics of all the various animals commonly sought by the trapper, together with
detailed directions for trapping each variety, supplemented with a faithful portrait of the animal
in nearly every instance. A careful reading of the above mentioned chalptéy much towards
acquainting the novice with the ways of the sly creatures, which he hopes to victimize, and will
thus prepare him to contend with them successfully.

In the art of trapping the bait is often entirely dispensed with, the traps beiagdsearefully
concealed in theunwaysof the various animals. These-pgths are easily detected by rane
149 experienced trapper, and are indicated either by footprints or other evidences of the animal,
together with the matted leaves and broken taigs grasses.

Natural channels, such as hollow logs or crevices between rocks or fallen trees, offer excellent
situations for steel traps, and a good trapper is always omuhesive for such chance
advantages, thus often saving much of the time and labor which would otherwise be spent in the
building of artificial enclosures, etc.

The most effective baits used in the art of trapping are those which are used to attract the
animal through its sense sinell, as distinct from that of its mere appetite for food. These baits
are known in the profession as "medicine," or scent baits and possess the most remarkable power
of attracting the various animals from great distances, and leading them almosiblydsigany
desired spot. Such is the barks tone or castoreum, of such value in the capture of the beaver, and
the oil of anise, so commonly used for the trapping of animals in general. These various
substances will presently be considered under thegeproeading.

Many detailed and specific directions on the subject of trapping will be found in the long
chapter following; and, in closing our preliminary remarks, we would add just one more word of
general caution, which the young trapper should alwags in mind.

In all cases avoid handling the trap with the bare hand. Many an amateur hasresetns
traps in vain, and retired from the field of trapping in disgust, from the mere want of observing
this rule. Animals of keen scent are quick ined¢ihg the slightest odors, and that left by the
touch of a human hand often suffices to drive the creature away from a trap which, under other
circumstances, would have been its certain destruction. To be sure the various scent baits already
alluded to, wll in a measure overcome human traces, but not always effectually, and in order to
insure success no precautions so simple should be neglected. A pair of clean buckskin gloves are



valuable requisites to the trapper, and should always be "on hand" wtieg setransporting
traps.

"MEDICINES," OR SCENT BAITS.

These form one of the most important requisites of the trapper's art. A trap baited simply with
the food of therage 15arequired animal, may and often will be successful, but with the addition of
the trapper's "medicine" judicially applied, success is almost a certainty. These scent baits are of
various kinds, some being almost universal in their usefulness, while others are attractive only to
some particular species of animal. We give a few oféleges of the most valued preparations
used by trappers throughout the land. The application and use of each is fully described in its
proper place hereafter.

CASTOREUM.

This substance, commonly known &atkstong' by trappers and fur dealers, is obtd from
the beaver, and is a remarkable aid in the capture of that animal. It is an acrid secretion of a
powerful musky odor, found in two glands beneath the root of the tail of the beaver. These
glands are about two inches in length. They are cut outtendontents are squeezed into a
small bottle. When fresh the substance is of a yelloneshcolor, changing to a lighitrown
when dried. Both male and female animals yield the castoreum, but that of the male is generally
considered the best. Castoreusmaicommercial drug, and in many beaver countries it is quite an
article of trade. There are other sacs lying directly behind the castor glands which contain a
strong oil of rancid smell. This should not be confounded with the Castoreum.

CASTOREUM COMPQOSITION.

The Barkstone is used both pure and in combination with other substances, the following
prescription being much used: Into the contents of about ten of the castor bags, mix two ground
nutmegs, thirty or forty cloves, also powdered, one drop essémqappermint, and about two
thimblefuls of ground cinnamon. Into this stir as much whisky as will give the whole the
consistency of paste, after which the preparation should be bottled and kept carefully corked. At
the expiration of a few days the odorrneases teifiold in power and is ready for use. A bottle, if
thus prepared, will retain its strength for nearly a half year, provided it is kept closely corked. A
few drops of either the pure castoreum or the combination spread upon the bait or in the
neighborhood of the trap, as described under the chapter on the Beaver, will entice that animal
from a great distance.

page 15IMUSK.

This substance is a secretion obtained from several different animals, notably the otter and
muskrat. The glands which comat are located similarly to the castor glands of the beaver, and
the musk should be discharged into a vial, as previously described. The musk of the female



muskrat is said to be the most powerful, and is chiefly used by trappers in the capture of that
anmal, the otter being chiefly attracted by its own musk.

ASSAFi Tl DA.

This foul smelling production seems to have a specially attractive fragrance to many animals,
and for general use is much esteemed by trappers. It is a vegetable drug from Persigastd the
Indies, and is imported in the form of concrete juice, of a brown color.

OIL OF RHODIUM.

This is a vegetable oil obtained from a species of rose, and is quite costly. Its power of
attracting animals is surprising, and it is in very common use atnapgers.

FISH OIL.

This is especially useful in the capture of the majority of the fur tribe, and particularly the
water animals.

The oil may be bought ready for use, or prepared with little trouble. The common method
consists in cutting up fish of arlgnd, especially eels, into small bits, putting them in a bottle,
and setting the latter in the full exposure to the sun. It should thus be left for about two weeks, at
the end of which time a rancid oil will have formed. A few drops of this oil will enti@any
animals from surprising distances, often drawing their attention to a bait which otherwise they
might never have scented.

OIL OF SKUNK.

This, thene plus ultra or quintessence of diabolical stench, yields the tempting savor which
irresistibly attacts many animals to their final doom. It is contained in a pouch beneath the
insertion of the tail of the animal, and is spread abroad bydhe152creature with lavish
extravagance when circumstances demand, or we might say when occasion perraisbdt m
taken from the animal and bottled as already described in other instances, chloride of lime being
used to eradicate the stench from the hands.

OIL OF AMBER.

This substance is frequently referred to in the following pages, and is a vegetable pfoduct
the amber gum of commerce. The Oil of Ambergris is also sometimes used by trappers, and is
likewise known as Amber Oil. The two are thus often confounded, although the former is
supposed to be most generally used.



OIL OF ANISE.

This is strongly recommmeled by many trappers as a most excellent "universal medicine." It is
a vegetable product, and is obtainable at any drug store.

SWEET FENNEL.

This plant is commonly cultivated all over the United States, and the seeds are often powdered
and used as a sddpait. The Oil of Fennel is preferable, however, and may be had at almost any
drug store.

CUMMIN.

This is another plant, somewhat resembling the former, and, like it, cultivated for its seeds. It
has an aromatic taste, and its strong pungent odor remdagrgreat value to the trapper. The
seeds may be powdered and thus used, or the oil of the plant may be easily procured. The latter
is preferable.

FENUGREEK.

Like the two foregoing this plant is valuable for its seeds, wiidh used for medicinal
purposes. The oil or bruised seeds may be used.

LAVENDER.

This is another aromatic plant, the oil of which, either pure or diluted with alcohol, is much
used in the trapper's art.

Page 15COMPOUND.

For ordinary use, a mixture s saf 1t i da, Mu s k , Oi | of Ani se,
few drops of the Oil of Rhodium, is especially recommended by our most skilled trappers. This
preparation contains the various substances which are known to attract the different fur bearing
animals, and its use often insures success where anyone of the simple substances would be
ineffectual.

THE TRAIL.

The object of the "trail* consists in offering a leading scent which, when followed, will bring
the animal to the various traps, and when pigperade will be the means of drawing large
numbers of game from all quarters and from great distances, whereas without it the traps might
remain undiscovered.



Trails are sometimes made to connect a line of traps, as when set along the banks of streams
for mink, etc., at other times, as in trapping the fox, for instance, they should extend from the
trap on all sides, like the spokes of a wheel from the hub, thus covering considerable area, and
rendering success more certain than it would be without thisugtien.

The combination "medicine"” just described is excellent for the purposes of a trail for minks,
otter, muskrat, and many other animals.

Soak a piece of meat, or piece of wood in the preparation, and drag it along the ground
between the traps. A dd fish smeared with the fluid will also answer the same purpose. The
soles of the boots may also be smeared with the "medicine" and the trail thus accomplished.
Trails of various kinds are considered under their respective and appropriate heads in the
chapters on animals, all of which will be found useful and effective.

HOW TO TRAP.

In the following pages will be found full and ample directions for the trapping of all our
leading game, together with detailed descriptions of peculiar habits of each .spkeiearious
articles contain careful descriptions, whereby the species may be readily recognized, and, in
nearly every case, are accompanied by faithful illustrations. We add also valuable directions for
the best manner of removing the skin of each akhités being a matter of considerable
importance, as affecting their pecuniary value.

Page 154THE FOX.

Foremost in the list of animals noted for their sly craft, and the hero of a host of fables and
well-authenticated stories, in which artful cunnirajng the advantage over human intelligence,
Reynard, the fox, reigns supreme. There is scarcely a professional trapper in the land who has
not, in his day, been hoodwinked by the wily strategy of this sly creature, whose extreme
cunning renders him the ntadifficult of all animals to trap. The fox belongs to the Dog family,
and there are six varieties inhabiting the United States. The red species is the most common and
is too well known to need a description here. The Cross Fox considerably resembles/éhe a
only being much darker in color, the red hair being thickly speckled with black. This species
varies considerably in color in different individuals, often much resembling the red variety, and
again approaching nearer in color to the Black or Sihaet. Fhis variation, together with the
name of the animal, has given rise among trappers to thesprdad belief of the animal being
a cross between the two species which it so nearly resembles. It seems to be a permanent variety,
however, the term crodseing applied, we believe, on account of a dark marking on the back,
between the shoulders of the animal, suggestive of that title. The Silver or Black Fox is the most
beautiful and most rare of the genus, and yields the most valuable fur produceccoutitryg.

Its color is black, with the exception of the tip of the tail, which is white. The Prairie Fox is the
largest of the species. It inhabits the Western Prairies, and in color resembles the common red
variety, only being a trifle yellower.

The Kit, or Swift Fox, is smaller than the Red, and abounds in the Western States.



The Gray Fox is a Southern variety, and is very beautiful. It is less daring and cunning than the
Common Fox, and seldom approaches afgand, where it is in close proximity todavelling.

The general habits and characteristics of all the foxes are similar. For natural cunning they take
the lead of all other animals. They are all built for speed, and their senses of smell and hearing
are acutely developed. Their food consists tdl owl of all kinds, rabbits, squirrels, birds and
their eggs, together with many kinds of ripe fruits, "sour grapes" not included. They live in
burrows, often usurped, or crevicese 15detween rocks; and their young, from three to nine in
number, a@ brought forth in March.

We are strongly tempted to narrate a few remarkable instances of the animal's cunning, but we
forbear for want of space. Our reader must take it for granted that when he attempts to trap a fox,
he will be likely to find more thahis match in the superior craftiness of that animal. If the trap
is overturned and the bait gone, or if repeatedly sprung and found empty, he must not he
surprised or discouraged, for he is experiencing only what all other trappers have experienced
beforehim. There are instances on record where this knowing creature has sprung the trap by
dropping a stick upon the pan, afterwards removing the suspended bait to enjoy it at his leisure.
His movements are as lithe and subtile as those of a snake, and whesred" there is no
telling what caper that cunning instinct and subtlety of body will not lead him to perform. When
pursued by hounds he has been known to lead them a long chase at full speed up to the crest of a
hill: here he leaps a shrub, swiftly as arrow, and landing on the ground on the opposite
declivity quickly returns beneath the brushwood and crouches down closely upon the ground.
Presently the hounds come along in full cry, and blazing scent they dart over the shrub in full
pursuit, dash dowthe hillside, never stopping until at the bottom of the hill they find they are
off the trail. As soon as the hounds are passed, sly Reynard cautiously takes to his legs: creeping
adroitly back over the brow of the hill, he runs for a considerable destamdis back trail, and
at last, after taking a series of long jumps therefrom returns to his covert at leisure. Page after
page might be filled to the glory of this creature's cunning, but enough has been said to give the
young trapper an insight intogtcharacter of the animal he hopes to victimize, and prepare him
for a trial of skill which, without this knowledge, would be a most-sided affair.

We would not advise our young amateur to calculate very confidently on securing a fox at the
first attenpt, but we can truthfully vouch that if the creature carcdogght at al] it can be done
by following the directions we now give.

One of the most essential things in the trapping of this, as well as nearly all animals, is that the
trap should beperfectly clean and free from rusfhe steel trap No.Qage 141is the best for
animals of the size of the Fox. The trap should be washed in weak lye, being afterwards well
greased and finally smoked over burning hen's feathers.

Page 156All this and even more precaution is necessary. No matter how strongly scented the trap
may be, with the smoke, or other substances, a mere touch of the bare hand willheaana
scentwhich thefox perceives as soon as the other, and this is enough to deaden his enthusiasm
over the most tempting bait.



On this account, it is necessary always to handle the trap with buckskin gloves, never allowing
the bare hand to come in contact with it, on atgoant, after once prepared for setting.

Before arranging the trap for its work, it is necessary to construct what is called a "bed." There
are several methods of doing this; but from all we can learn from the most experienced trappers,
the following is he most successful. The bed should be made on flat ground, using any of the
following substances: Buckwheat chaff, which is the best, oat, wheat, or hay chaff, or in lieu of
these, moss or wood ashes. Let the bed be three feet in diameter, and an anbalamddepth.

To insure success it is the best plan to bait the bed itself for several days with scraps of beef or
cheese strewn upon, and near it. If the fox once visits the place, discovers the tempting morsels
and enjoys a good meal unmolested, helve sure to revisit the spot so long as he finds a "free
lunch" awaiting him. When he is found to come regularly and take the bait, he is as good as
caught, provided our instructions are carefully followed. Take the trap, previously prepared as
already @scribed, chain it securely to a small log of wood about two feet long. Dig a hole in the
earth in the centre of the bed, large enough to receive the trap, with its log, and chain. Set the
traps, supporting the pan by pushing some of the chaff beneldthwitlay a piece of paper over

the pan and sprinkle the chaff over it evenly and smoothly, until every trace of the trap and its
appendages is obliterated. Endeavor to make the bed look as it has previously done, and bait it
with the same materials. Avoiceading much about the bed and step in the same tracks as far as
possible. Touch nothing with the naked hands. Cover up all the footprints as much as possible,
and leave the trap to take care of itself and any intruder. If our directions have been [siccurate
followed, and due care has been exercised on the part of the young trapper, there is every
probability that the next morning will reward him with his fox. But if a day or two elapse
without success, it is well to resort to the "scent baits" describ@doan 149 Take the trap out

of the bed, and with a feather smear it with melted beeswax, or rub it with a little Oil of
Rhodi um, Assafitida, or MuskKk. Oi | of Amber,
Page 157purpse by many professional trappers. These are not always necessary but are often
used as a last resort, and will most always insure success.

Another method of baiting is shown in our page illustration opposite, and consists in
suspending the bait by a sticksuch a position that the fox will be obliged to step upon the trap
in order to reach it. The bed should be baited in this way several times before the trap is set. This
method is very commonly employed.

Another still, is to bury the dead body of abébor bird in loose earth, covering the whole
with chaff. Sprinkle a few drops of Musk, or Oil of Amber over the bed. After the fox has taken
the bait, the place should be rebaited and the trap inserted in the mound and covered with the
chaff, being sceet as before.

Some trappers employ the following method with good results: The trap is set, in a spring or at
the edge of a small shallow brook and attached by a chain to a stake in the bank, the chain being
under water. There should be only about an iand a half of water over the trap, and its
distance from the shore should be about a foot and a half, or even less. In order to induce the fox
to place his foot in the trap it is necessary to cut a sod of grass, just the size of the inside of the
jaws ofthe trap, and place it over the pan, so that it will project above the water and offer a
tempting foot rest for the animal while he reaches for the bait which rests in the water just

ot}



beyond. To accomplish this device without springing the trap by the tvefgthe sod, it is
necessary to brace up the pan from beneath with a small perpendicular stick, sufficiently to
neutralize the pressure from above. The bait may be a dead rabbit or bird thrown on the water
outside of the trap and about a foot from itngesecured by a string and peg. If the fox spies the
bait he will be almost sure to step upon the sod to reach it, and thus get caught.

If none of these methods are successful, the young trapper may at least content himself with
the idea that the partiad fox he is after is aald fellowand is "not to be caught with chaff" or
any thing els@ for if these devices will not secure hinothing will. If he is a young and
comparatively unsophisticated specimen, he will fall an easy victim to any of the ifgego
stratagems.

Although steel traps are generally used in the capture of foxes, a cleverly constructed and
baited deadall such as is described @age 113will often do capital service in that direction.
By rage 15aarrarging and baiting the trap as therein described, even a fikelg to becométs

prey.

To skin the fox the pelt should be first ripped down each hind leg to the vent. The skin being
cut loose around this point, til®ne of the tail should next be removed. This may be done by
holding a split stick tightly over the bone after which the latter may be easily pulled out of the
skin.

The hide should then be drawn back, and carefully removed, working with caution areund th
legs, and particularly so about the eyes, ears, and lips when these points are reached. The skin
should be stretched as describegage 273

THE WOLF.

The United States are blessed with several species of this aniraakréi Wolf, which is the
largest, and the smaller, Prairie Wolf or Coyote, being the most commonly known. There are
also the White Wolf, Black Wolf and the Texan or Red Wolf. In outward form they all bear a
considerable resemblance to each other, and Kiadiits are generally similar in the different
varieties.

Wolves are fierce and dangerous animals, and are very powerful of limb and fleet of foot. They
are extremely cowardly in character, and will seldom attack man or animal except when by their
greate numbers they would be sure of victory. Wolves are found in almost every quarter of the
globe. Mountain and plain, field, jungle and prairie are alike infested with them, and they hunt in
united bands, feeding upon almost any animal which by their cothlattacks they can
overpower.

Their inroads upon herds and sheep folds are sometimes horrifying, and a single wolf has been
known to kill as many as forty sheep in a single night, seemingly from mere thiosty desire.

In the early colonization of Ammea, wolves ran wild over the country in immense numbers,
and were a source of great danger; but now, owing to-spdead civilization, they have



disappeared from the more settled localities and are chiefly found in Western wilds and prairie
lands.

The Grey Wolf is the largest and most formidable representative of the Dog tribe on this
continent. Its general appearance is truthfully given in our drawing. Its length, exclusive of the
tail, is about four feet, the length of the tail being about a footaanalf. Its color varies from
yellowish grey to almostage 15awhite in the northern countries, in which latitude the animal is
sometimes found of an enormous size, measuring nearly seven feet in length. The fur is coarse
and shaggy about the neck andrzhes, and the tail is bushy. They abound in the region east of
the Rocky Mountains and northward, and travel in packs of hundreds in search of prey. Bisons,
wild horses, deer and even bears fall victims to their united fierceness, and human beings, too,
often fall a prey to their ferocious attacks.

The Coyote, or Common Prairie Wolf, also known as the Burrowing Wolf, as its name implies
inhabits the Western plains and prairies. They are much smaller than the Grey Wolf, and not so
dangerous. They travel irbands and unitedly attack whatever animal they desire

I\ L J

Lt & 1V

Q/F’ \:§«' N
Y s

/ to kill. Their homes
are made in burrows which thexcavate in the ground. The Texan Wolf inhabits the latitude of
Texas and southward. It is of a tawny red color and nearly as large as the grey species,
possessing the same savage nature.

In April or May the female wolf retires to her burrow or den, badyoung, from six to ten in
number, are brought forth.

The wolf is almost as sly and cunning as the fox, and the same caution is required in trapping
the animal. They are extremely keen scented, and the mere touch of a human hand on the trap is
often emugh to preclude the possibility of capture. A mere footprint, or the scent of tobacco
juice, they look uporrage 160with great suspicion, and the presence of either will often prevent
success.



The same directions given in regard to trapping the foequally adapted for the wolf. The
trap (size No, 4page 14) should be smoked or smeared with beeswax or blood, and set in a bed
of ashes or other material as therein described, covering with moss, chaff, leaves or some othe
light substance. The clog should be fully twice as heavy as that used for the fox. Some trappers
rub the traps with "brake leaves," sweet fern, or even skunk's cabbage. Gloves should always be
worn in handling the traps, and all tracks should be obigdras much as if a fox were the
object sought to be secured.

A common way of securing the wolf consists in setting the trap in a spring or puddle of water,
throwing the dead body of some large animal in the water beyond the trap in such a position that
the wolf will be obliged to tread upon the trap, in order to reach the bait. This method is
described both under the head of the Fox and the Bear.

Another plan is to fasten the bait between two trees which are very close together, setting a
trap on each de and carefully concealing them as already directed, and securing each to a clog
of about twenty pounds in weight. The enclosure describg@dga 144s also successful.

There are various scent or trail baits used infrappg t he wol f . Oi | of As ¢
trappers considered the best, but Oil of Rhodium, powdered fennel, fenugreek and Cummin QOil
are also much used. It is well to smear a little of the first mentioned oil near the traps, using any
one of the other fistances, or indeed a mixture of them all, for the trail. This may be made by
smearing the preparation on the sole of the boots and walking in the direction of the traps, or by
dragging from one trap to another a piece of meat scented with the substattesgrdbed under
the head of Mink.

The wolf is an adept at feigning death, playing "
that veritable animal itself.

possum™ with a skill which would do credit to

A large deadsall, constructed of loggpage 17 when skilfuly scented and baited, will often
allure a wolf into its clutches, and a very strong twitgh with a noose formed of heavy wire, or
a strip of stout calf hide, will successfully capture the crafty creature.

In skinning the wolf the hide may be removether by, first ripping up the belly, or in a
circular piece, as described connection with the fox, both methods being much used.The
board and hoop stretchers used in preparing the skin are describages27and275.

THE PUMA.

The puma, commonly known also as the panther or cougar, is the largest American
representative of the Cat tribe, and for this reason is often dignified by the name of the
"American Lion." It is found more dess abundantly throughout the United States; and although
not generally considered a dangerous foe to mankind, it has often been known in the wild
districts to steal upon the traveller unawares, and in many instances human beings have fallen a
prey to thepowerful claws and teeth of this powerful animal.



The life of the puma is mostly in the trees. Crouching upon the branches it watches for, or
steals, catike, upon its prey. Should a solitary animal pass within reach, the puma will not
hesitate in pounng upon the unfortunate creature; but if a herd of animals, or party of men,
should be travelling together, the caution of the brute asserts itself, and he will often dog their
footsteps for a great distance, in hopes of securing a straggler. Birdsiakedstwn by a single
blow of the puma'’s ready paw, and so quick are his movements that even though a bird has risen
on the wing, he can often make one of his wonderful bounds, and with a light, quick stroke,
arrest the winged prey before it has time tarsbeyond reach. The puma is a good angler.
Sitting by the water's edge he watches for his victims, and no sooner does an unfortunate fish
swim within reach, than the nimble paw is outstretched, and it is swept out of the water on dry
land, and eagerly deured.

A puma has been known to follow the track of travellers for days together, only daring to show
itself at rare intervals, and never endeavoring to make an attack except through stealth. The
animal will often approach cautiously upon a traveller|wnifficiently near to make its fatal
spring; but if the pursued party suddenly turn round and face the crawling creature, the beast
becomes discomfited at once, and will retreat from the gaze which seems to it a positive terror.
So long as a puma can bepk in sight, no danger need be feared from the animal but it will
improve every opportunity of springing unobservedly upon a heedless passer by. The total length
of the puma is six feet and a half, of which the tail occupies a little over two feetloltsscof a
uniform light tawny tint, fading into light grey amge 162he under parts, and the tip of the tail is
black. The puma is one of the few members of the Cat tribe, which are without the usual spots or
stripes so observable in the tiger ancgplal. The lion has the same uniformity of color, and it is
perhaps partly on that account that the panther is so often known as the American lion. In
infancy the young pumas possess decided-tigemrmarkings, and leopaiiike spots, but these
disappear lbogether as the animal increases in size. The cougar has learned by experience a

wholesome fear of man,



ard as civilization has extended throughout our country, the animals have been forced to retire
from the neighborhood of human habitations and hide themselves in thick, uncultivated forest
lands.

Sometimes, however, the animal, urged by fierce hunger, weilture on a marauding
expedition for several miles, and although not an object of personal dread to the inhabitants, he
often becomes a pestilent neighbor to the farmer, committing great ravages among his flocks and
herds, and making sad havoc in his pguyard. It is not the fortune of every puma, however, to
reside in the neighborhood of such easy prey as pigs, sheep and poultry, and the greater number
of these animals areage 163forced to depend for their subsistence on their own success in
chasingor surprising the various animals on which they feed.

When a puma is treed by hunters, it is said to show great skill in selecting a spot wherein it
shall be best concealed from the gazers below, and will even draw the neighboring branches
about its bodyo hide itself from the aim of the hunter's rifle. While thus lying upon the branches
the beast is almost invisible from below, as its fur, when seen, harmonizes so well with the the
bark which covers the boughs, that the one can scarcely be distingushete other.

The puma loves to hide in the branches of trees, and from this eminence to launch itself upon
the doomed animal that may pass within its reach. It may, therefore, be easily imagined how
treacherous a foe the creature may be when ranginij among the countless trees and jungles
of our American forests.

Although so stealthy and sly a creature the cougar possesses very little cunning and is easily
trapped. The Gun trapage 20is commonly and successfumployed in South America in
the capture of the jaguar, as our title illustratipage 15 represents, and it may also be used
with the same success in trapping the puma. The Bowgeag 23 and the deadall described
in the early part of the book, will all be found to work admirably in the destruction of this
treacherous beast.

The animal may be entrapped alive, should any of our young trappers dare to try the
experiment.

There are two waysef accomplishing this. The first is by the aid of a huge coop of logs, as
described orpage 30or 33, and the other by the Hull, as exemplified orpage 31 Huge
twitch-ups may also be constructed, using very strong wire. The bait may consist of a fowl,
sheep's head, or the heart of any animal. Fresh meat of any kind will answer the purpose, and in
the case of the Rfall a live fowl is preferable to a dead oneitwill attract the puma by its
motions, or by its cackling, and thus induce hinspoing upon his prey, which will precipitate
him to the bottom of the pit and thus effect his capture.

They are commonly taken with the steel trap. The puma seldom ldavescinity of the
carcass of an animal it has killed until it is all devoured. When such a carcass can be found the
capture of the beast is easily effected. Set the trap, size l[dagé,143near the remains, and
cover he carcass with leaves. The next visit of the animal will find imare attachedo the
place than eved, so much so that he will be unable tedr himself away



page 164The skin of the puma is properly removed by first cutting upbiley as described
under the Beaver, using great care about the head and face. Use the hoop siage2ai5

THE CANADIAN LYNX.

The lynx represents another of the Cat tribe, and as its name implies is a native abtige reg
north of the United States, although sometimes found in upper Maine and on the lower borders
of the great lakes. It is commonly known throughout Canada as the Peshoo, or "Le Chat."

Our illustration is a truthful representation of the animal. Itd tetagth exceeds three feet, and
its tail is a mere stub. The fur is thick, and the hairs are long, the general color being grey,
sprinkled with black. The legs are generally darker than the body, and the ears are often edged
with white. The limbs and mukss are very powerful, the paws are very large for the size of the
animal, and are furnished with strong white claws, which are imbedded in the fur of the feet
when not in use, they are shown in our illustration. The ears of the lynx form a distincg,featur
by which the animal could be easily identified; they are long and tipped with stiff projecting
hairs, giving the creature a very odd appearance.

The peshoo can not be said to be a very dangerous animal, unless it is attacked, when it
becomes a most fecious antagonist. The writer knew of a gentleman who was pounced upon
and very nearly killed by one of these infuriated creatures, and there are many like instances on
record.

The principal food of the lynx consists of the smaller quadrupeds, the Améaca being its
favorite article of diet. It is a good swimmer, and a most agile climber, chasing its prey among
the branches with great stealth and dexterity. Like the wolf, fox, and many other flesh eating
animals, the lynx does not content itself wille creatures which fall by the stroke of its own
talons, or the grip of its own teeth, but will follow the trail of the puma, in its nocturnal quest
after prey, and thankfully partake of the feast which remains after its predecessor has satisfied its
appdite.

While running at full speed, the lynx presents a most ludicrous appearance, owing to its
peculiar manner of leaping. It progresses in successive bounds, with its back slightly arched, and
all the feet striking the ground nearly at the same insRowerful as the animal is, it is easily
killed by a blow on therage 165back, a slight stick being a sufficient weapon wherewith to
destroy the creature. For this reason the "Efalidis particularly adapted for its capture, and is
very successful, ahi¢ animal possesses very little cunning, and will enter an enclosure of any
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kind without the slightest
compunction, when a tempting bait is in view. The déatishould of course be constructed on

a large scale, and it is a good plan to have the enclosure deep, and the bait as far back as will
necessitate the animal being well under the suspended log intordesch it. The bait may
consist of a dead quadruped or of fresh meat of any kind.

The Gun trappage 20 and the Bow trappage 23 will also be found efficient, and a very
powerful twitchup, constructed from a stout pole and extra strong wire will also serve to good
purpose. The lynx is not so prolific as many of the feline tribe, the number of its young seldom
exceeding two, and this only once a year. The fur of the animal is valuable fpuroses to
which the feline skin is generally adapted, and commands a fair price in the market. Those who
hunt or trap the lynx will do well to choose the winter months for the time of their operations, as
during the cold season the animal possessdscket and warmer fur than it offers in the
summer months.

When the steel trap is used, it should be of size Npade 141rage 166s€et at the opening of a
pen of stakes, the bait being placed at the back of the enclaossueh a position, as that the
animal will be obliged to step upon the pan of the trap in order to reach it. Any of the devices
described under "Hints on Baiting" will be found successful.

The skin of the animal may be removed as directed in the cdlse fufx, being drawn off the
body whole, or it may be removed after the manner of the beaver, and similarly stretched.

THE WILD CAT.

This animal is one of the most widpread species of the Cat tribe, being found not only in
America, but throughout ndgirthe whole of Europe as well as in Northern Asia. In many parts



of the United States, where the wild cat was wont to flourish, it has become exterminated, owing
to civilization and the destruction of forest lands.

Many naturalists are of the opinion thiihe wild cat is the original progenitor of our domestic
cat, but there is much difference of opinion in regard to the subject. Although they bear great
resemblance to each other, there are several points of distinction between the two; one of the
most deided differences being in the comparative length of the tails. The tail of the wild cat is
little more than half the length of that of the domestic cat, and much more bushy.

The color of the wild animal is much more uniform than in the great raft of édbeh
mongrel specimens which make night hideous with their discordant yowls, although we
sometimes see a high bred individual which, if his tail was cut off at half its length, might easily
pass as an example of the wild variety.

The ground tint of théur in the wild cat is yellowish grey, diversified with dark streaks over
the body and limbs, much after the appearance of toalksd "tiger cat.” A row of dark streaks
and spots extends along the spine, and the tail is thick, short and bushy, tifipethek and
encircled with a number of rings of a dark hue. In some individuals the markings are less
distinct, and they are sometimes altogether wanting, but in the typical wild cat they are quite
prominent. The fur is rather long and thick, particulayduring the winter season, and always
in the colder northern regions.

The amount of havoc which these creatures often occasion is surprising, and their nocturnal
inroads, in poultry yards andge 167sheep folds, render them most hated pests to farimé¢he
countries where these animals abound. They seem to have a special appetitddéadtiod
fowls, and will often decapitate a half dozen in a single night, leaving the bodies in otherwise
good condition to tell the story of their midnight murderee home of the wild cat is made in
some cleft of rock, or in the hollow of some aged tree, from which the creature issues in the dark
hours and starts upon its marauding excursions. Its family numbers from three to six, and the
female parent is smalléinan the male, the total length of the latter being three feet.



Inhabiting the most lonely and inaccessible ranges of rock and mountain, the wild cat is
seldom seen during the daytime. At night, like its domestic relategyrowls far and wide,
walking with the same stealthy step and hunting his game in the samkkegeanner. He is by
no means a difficult animal to trap, being easily deceived and taking a bait without any
hesitation. The wild cat haunts the shoretakés and rivers, and it is here that the traps may be
set for them. Having caught and killed one of the colony, the rest of them can be easily taken if
the body of the dead victim be left near their hunting ground and surrounded with the traps
carefully set and concealed beneath leaves moss or the like. Every wilghcatdhat is in the
neighborhood will be certain to visit the body, and if the traps are rightly arranged many will be
caught. The trap No. ®age 141s generally used. We would caution the young trapper in his
approach to an entrapped wild cat, as the strength and ferocity of this animal under such
circumstances, or when otherwise "hard pressed," is perfectly amazing. When caught in a trap
they spring wih terrible fury at any one who approaches them, not waiting to be assailed, and
when cornered or hemmed in by a hunter they will often turn upon their pursuer, and springing
at his face will attack him with most consummate fury, often inflicting seriodssametimes
fatal wounds. When hunted and attacked by dogs, the wild cat is a most desperate and untiring
fighter, and extremely difficult to kill, for which reason it has been truthfully said that "if a tame
cat has nine lives,wild catmust have a dore'

The twitchup, erected on a large scale, is utilized to a considerable extent in England in the
capture of these animals; and these, together with steel traps anfhlteaate about the only
machines used for their capture. We would suggest thietgabow and gun trap also as being
very effective. The bait may consist of the head of a fowl or a piece of rabbit or fowl flesh: or,
indeed, flesh of almost any kind will answer, particularly of the bird kind.

In skinning the wild cat the same directfogiven under the head of the Fox may be followed,
or the pelt may be ripped up the belly and spread on a hoop stre@mhe275



THE BEAR.

There are several species of the Bear tribe which inhabit our continent, thpramstent of
which are the Grizzly, and the Musquaw or common Black Bear. There is no other animal of this
country which is more widely and deservedly dreaded than the grizzly bear. There are other
creatures, the puma and wild cat, for instance, whicldangerous when cornered or wounded,
but they are not given to open and deliberate attack upon human beings. The grizzly, however, or
"Ephraim,” as he is commonly termed by trappers, often displays a most unpleasant readiness to
attack and pursue a man,eevin the face of fire arms. In many localities, however, where
hunting has been pursued to considerable extent, these animals have learned from experience a
wholesome fear of man, and are not so ready to assume the offensivewbundéd grizzly is
one of therage 16émost horrible antagonists of which it is possible to conceive, rushing upon its
victim with terrible fury, and dealing most tearing and heavy blows with its huge claws.

In length this formidable animal often exceeds eight feet, andlits caries from yellowish to
brownish black, and some specimens are found of a dirty grey color.

The legs are usually darker than the rest of the body, and the face is generally of a lighter tint.
The fore limbs of the animal are immensely powerful; #redfoot of a fullgrown individual is
fully eighteen inches long, and armed with claws five inches in length. The grizzly inhabits the
Rocky Mountain regions and northward, being found in considerable numbers in the western
part of British America. Its hais thick and coarse, except in the young animal, which possesses
a beautiful fur.

All other creatures seem to stand in fear of this formidable beast. Even the huge bison, or
buffalo, of the Western Prairies sometimes falls a victim to the grizzly feaithe very imprint
of a bear's foot upon the soil is a warning which not even a hungry wolf will disregard.

Its food consists of whatever animal it can seize, whether human or otherwise. He also devours
green corn, nuts, and fruits of all kinds. In églier years he is a good climber, and will ascend
a tree with an agility which is surprisingly inconsistent with the unwieldy proportions of his
body.

The average weight of a fedirown grizzly is over eight hundrgbunds, and the girth around
the body is about eight feet.

The Black bear, or Musquaw, which we illustrate is common throughout nearly all the half
settleddistricts of North America. But as the fur and fat are articles of great commercial value,
the huneérs and trappers have exercised their craft with such skill and determination that the
animals are gradually decreasing in numbers. The total length of the black bear is seldom more
than six feet, and its fur is smooth and glossy in appearance. The tthleranimal is rightly
conveyed by its name, the cheeks only partaking of a reddish fawn color.

It possesses little of that fierceness which characterizes the grizzly, being naturally a very quiet
and retiring creature, keeping itself aloof from mankantj never venturing near his habitations
except when excited by the pangs of fierce hunger. When pursued or cornered it becomes a



dangerous antagonist; and its furious rage often results in fearful catastrophes to both man and
beast. Nothing but a rifledtl in the right spot willPage 17ccheck the creature, when wrought up

to this pitch of fury, and an additional wound only serves to increase its terrible ferocity. Bear
chasing is an extremely dangerous sport; and there are fevihlogars in the landhowever

skilful, but what can show scars from the claws or teeth of some exasperated bruin.

The food of the black bear is mostly of a vegetable character,

animal diet not being
indulged in unless pressed by hunger. At such times it seems to especially prefer a young pig as
the most desirable delicacy; and even-gubwn hogs, it is said, are sometimes liffemin their

pens and carried off in his deadly embrace.

Honey is his especial delight; and he will climb trees with great agility in order to reach a nest
of bees, there being few obstacles which his ready claws and teeth will not remove where that
daintyis in view. He is also very fond of acorns, berries, and fruits of all kinds.

The young of the bear are produced in January or February, and are from one to four in
number. They are very small and covered with grey hair, which coat they retain untir¢hey
one year of age. The flesh of the bear is held in high esteem among hunters, and when properly
prepared is greatly esteemed by epicures.

The fat of the animal is much used under the title of "Bear 171grease," and is believed to
be an infalliblehair rejuvenator, and therefore becomes a valuable article of commerce.

The bear generally hibernates during the winter, choosing some comfortable residence which it
has prepared in the course of the summer, or perhaps betaking itself to the hollove dfegsom
Sometimes, in case of early snow, the track of the bears may be distinguished, and if followed
will probably lead to their dens, in which they can be secured with logs until it is desired to Kkill
them.



The black bear has a habit of treading ireatbn track, which is easily detected by the eye of
an experienced hunter or trapper, and turned to good account in trapping the animal.

There are various modes of accomplishing this result. The bearfBlgatdkscribed orpage
17, is, perhaps, the most commonly used, and théaRitpage 31 and "Giant Coop" trap are
also excellent. The Gun trap and stone deadd page 20 we also confidentlrecommend.
When a steel trap is used it requires the largest size, especially made for the purpose. It should be
supplied with a short and very strong chain firmly secured to a very heavy clog or graggling
page 147If secured to a tree or other stationary object, the captured animal is likely to gnaw or
tear his foot away, if, indeed, he does not break the trap altogether by the quick tightening of the
chain. The clog should be only heavy enough to bengedimentandmay consist of a log or
heavy stone. The grapplingn, however, is more often used in connection with the bear trap. It
is a common method in trapping the bear to construct a pen of upright branches, laying the trap
at its opening, and covering it withdves. The bait is then placed at the back in such a position
that the animal, on reaching for it, will be sure to put his foot in the trap.

An experienced trapper soon discovers natural openings between rocks or trees, which may be
easily modified, andypthe addition of a few logs so improved upon as to answer his purpose as
well as a more elaborate enclosure, with much less trouble. Any arrangement whereby the bear
will be obliged to tread upon the trap in order to secure the bait, is, of courset &lrquired.

The bait may be hung on the edge of a rock five feet from the ground, and the trap set on a
smaller rock beneath it. He will thus be almost sure to rest his forefoot on the latter rock in order
to reach the bait, and will thus be captured.

Another way is to set the trap in a spring of water or swamgpy17:5pot. Lay a lump of moss
over the pan, suspending the bait beyond the trap. The moss will offer a naturastpand the
offending paw will be secured.

Bears possess but little rmuing, and will enter any nook or corner without the slightest
compunction when in quest of food. They are especially fond of sweets, and, as we have said,
are strongly attracted by honey, being able to scent it from a great distance. On this account it is
always used, when possible, by trappers in connection with other baits. These may consist of a
fowl, fruit, or flesh of any kind, and the honey should be smeared over it. Skunk cabbage is said
to be an excellent bait for the bear; and in all cases aufeef the Oil of Anisgage 152
sprinkling it about the traps, is also advisable. Should the device fail, it is well to make a trail
(seepage 153 in several directions from the trap, andesxding for several rods. A piece of
wood, wet with Oil of Anise, will answer for the purpose.

The general method of skinning the bear consists in first cutting from the front of the lower jaw

down the belly to the vent, after which the hide may be eemitypved. The hooeptretchempage
275 will then come into good use in the drying and preparing of the skin for market.

THE RACCOON.

Although allied to the Bear family, this animal possesses much in common with the fox, as
regards its general disposition and character. It has the same slyness and cunning, the same



stealthy tread, besides an additional mischievousness and greed. It is too common to need any
description here, being found plentifully throughout nearly the wholéed States. The bushy

tail, with its dark rings, will be sufficient to identify the animal in any community. Raccoon
hunts form the subject of many very exciting and laughable stories, and a "coon chase," to this
day is a favorite sport all over the cdiyn The raccoon, or "coon,” as he is popularly styled, is
generally hunted by moonlight. An experienced dog is usually set on the trail and the fugitive
soon seeks refuge in a tree, when its destruction is almost certain. Hence the term "treed coon,"
as plied to an individual when in a dangerous predicament. Besides possessing many of the
peculiarities of the fox, the "coon" has the additional accomplishment of being a most agile and
expert climber, holding so firmly to the limb by its sharp claws atefg all attempts to shake it

off.

page 173The home of the raccoon is generally in a hollow tree; the young are brought forth in
May, and are from four to six in number.

In captivity this animal makes a very cunning and interesting pet, being easgg tarfollow
its master, and when dainties are in view becomes a most adroit pickpocket. Its food is extensive
in variety, thus making it quite an easy matter to keep the creature in confinement. Nuts and
fruits of all kinds it eagerly devours, as well beead, cake and potatoes. It manifests no
hesitation at a meal of rabbit, rat, squirrel, or bird, and rather likes it for a change, and when he
can partake of a dessert of honey or molasses his enjoyment knows no bounds. Frogs, fresh
water clams, green aorand a host of other delicacies come within the range of his diet, and he
may sometimes be seen digging from the sand the eggs of thehslddd turtle, which he
greedily sucks. We cordially recommend the coon as a pet. He becomes very docileuynd is f
of cunning ways, and if the young ones can be traced to their pting in some hollow tree,
and secured, if notoo young, we could warrant our readers a great deal of real sport and
pleasure in rearing the little animals and watching their ways.

In cold climates the raccoon lies dormant in the winter, only venturing out on occasional mild
days; but in the Southern States he is active throughout the year, prowling about by day and by
night in search of his food, inserting his little sharp noseewntry corner, and feeling with his
slender paws between stones for spiders and bugs of all kinds. He spies the innocent frog with
his head just out of the water, and pouncing upon him, he despatches him without a moment's
warning. There seems to be noitsnto his rapacity, for he is always eating and always hungry.
The print of the raccoon's paw in the mud or snow is easily recognized, much resembling the
impression made by the foot of a babe.

The best season for trapping the coon is late in the faltery and early spring, or from and
between the months of October and April. During this time the pelts are in excellent condition.
Early in the spring when the snow is disappearing, the coons come out of their hiding places to
start on their foraging tos; and at this time are particularly susceptible to a tempting bait, and
they may be successfully trapped in the following madner:

Take a steel trap and set it on the edge of some pool, or stream where the coons are known to
frequent: let it be an inchege 1720r so under the water, and carefully chained to a clog. The bait
may consist of a fish, frog, or head of a fowl, scented with Oil of Anise, and suspended over the



traps about two feet higher, by the aid of a sapling secured in the ground. [€Spage at the
head of this section.) The object of this is to induce the animal to jump for it, when he will land
with his foot in the trap. Another method is to construct a V shaped pen set the trap near

%
7

-\
”> 5
et e — —
o W B
\ e B

the entrance, and,
fastening the bait in the angle, cover the trap loosely with leaves, and scent the bait as before
with the anise. The trap should be atts@a distance from the bait that the animal, in order to
reach it, will be obliged to tread upon the pan, which he will be sure to do, his greed overcoming
his discretion. Any arrangement whereby the animal will be obliged to tread upon the trap in
order b reach the bait will be successful.

The beaten track of the coons may often be discovered in soft ground, and a trap carefully
concealed therein will soon secure its victim. Another method is to set the trap near the coon
tracks, spreading a few dropsanfise on the pan and covering the whole with leaves. The coon,
attracted by the scent, withge 174eel around in the leaves for the bait, and thus "put his foot in
it."

In the South they construct a coon trap from a hollow log, either having thewgged with
lids, which fall just like the Rat trapage 10Gas the animal passes through, or else constructed
with nooses, similar to the Beshare page 56 Box traps of a style similar toahdescribed on
page 103are also excellent, and a strong twitglh of any of the various kinds we have
described, will be found to work admirably.

Many of the suggestions in trapping the mipkge 190will be found equally, serviceable in
regard to the coon.



The skin of this animal should be removed as recommended for the fox, and similarly
stretched. It may also be skinned by first ripping up the belly, and spread on a hoop stretcher.

page 275

THE BADGER.

The American Badger is mostly confined to the Northwestern parts of the United States, and it
is a curious little animal. In size its body is slightly smaller than the fox. Its general color is grey,
appro&hing to black on the head and legs. There is a white streak extending from the tip of the
animal's long nose over the top of the head and fading off near the shoulders. The cheeks are
also white, and a broad and definitely marked black line extends fi@isnbut back around the
eyes ending at the neck. The grey of this animal is produced from the mixture of the varied tints
of its fur, each hair presenting a succession of shades. At the root it is of a deep grey; this fades
into a tawny yellow, and is fawed by a black, the hair being finally tipped with white. The fur
is much used in the manufacture of fine paint brushes, a good "Badger blender" being a most
useful accessory in the painter's art. The badger is slow and clumsy in its actions, except when
engaged in digging, his capacities in this direction being so great as to enable him to sink himself
into the ground with marvellous rapidity. The nest of the animal is made in the burrow, and the
young are three or four in number. His diet is as variabtkextensive as that of the coon, and
consists of anything in any way eatable. Snails, worms, rats, mice and moles, seem to have a
particular attraction for him; and he seems to take especial delight in unearthing the stores of the
wild bees, devouringdney, wax and grubs together, ande 17ecaring as little for the stings of
the angry bees as he would of the bills of so many mosquitoes, the thick coating of fur forming a
perfect protection against his winged antagonists. The badger is very suscépthiman
influence, and can be effectually tamed with but little trouble. Although his general appearance
would not indicate it, he is a sly and cunning animal, and not easily captured in a trap of any
kind. He has been known to set at defiance all thestthat were set for him, and to devour

the baits without
suffering for his audacity. He will sometimesgesturn a trap and spring it from the under side,
before attempting to remove the bait. Although not quite as crafty as the fox, it is necessary to



use much of the same caution in trapping the badger, as a bare trap seldom wins more than a
look of contempfrom the wary animal.

The usual mode of catching the creature is to set the trap size No. 3 at the mouth of its burrow,
carefully covering it with loose earth and securing it by a chain to a stake. Any of the methods
used in trapping the fox will also eund to work admirably. The dedadll or garrote will also
do good service. Bait with a rat, mouse, or with whatever else the animal is especially fond, and
scent with Oil of Anise or Musk. In early spring, while the ground is still hard, badgers dye eas
captured by flooding their burrows. After being satisfied that the animal is in its hole, proceed to
pour in pailful after pailful of water at the entrance. He will not long be rable17to stand this
sort of thing, and he may be secured as he shiseexit at the opening of the burrow.

The skin should be removed whole, as in the case of the fox, or as described for the beaver,
and stretched as therein indicated.

THE BEAVER.

The Beaver of North America has now a wentitle reputation forts wonderful instinct and
sagacity. The general appearance of this animal is that of a very large muskrat with a broad
flattened tail, and the habits of both these animals are in many respects alike. The beaver is an
amphibious creature and social in figbits of living, large numbers congregating together and
forming little villages, and erecting their doftike huts like little Esquimaux. The muskrat has
this same propensity, but the habitation of the beaver is on a much more extensive scale. These
hutsor "Beaver lodges," are generally made in rivers and brooks; although sometimes in lakes or
large ponds. They are chiefly composed of branches, moss, grass and mud, and are large enough
to accommodate a family of five or six. The form of the "lodges"omalike, and it varies
considerably in size. The foundation is made on the bottom of the river, and the hut is built up
like a mound, often twenty feet in diameter and projecting several feet above the surface of the
water. The walls of this structure as&en five or six feet thick, and the roofs are all finished off
with a thick layer of mud laid on with marvellous smoothness. These huts form the winter
habitations of the beavers, and as this compost of mud, grass and branches becomes congealed
into a ®lid mass by the severe frosts of our northern winter, it can easily be seen that they afford
a safe shelter against any intruder and particularly the wolverine, which is a most deadly enemy
to the beaver. So hard does this frozen mass become as to elefthevedges of iron tools, and
the breaking open of the "Beaver houses" is at no time an easy task. Beavers work almost
entirely in the dark; and a pond which is calm and placid in the day time will be found in the
night to be full of life and motion, anthe squealing and splashing in the water will bear
evidence of their industry. Lest the beavers should not have a sufficient depth of water at all
seasons, they are in the habit of constructing veritable dams to ensure that result. These dams
display a waderful amount of reason and skill, and, together with the huts, have won for the
beaver a reputatiorrage 178 for engineering skill which the creature truly deserves. In
constructing these ingenious dams the beavers, by the aid of their powerful tegthjaymn
trees sometimes of large size, and after cutting them into smaller pieces float them on the water
to the spot selected for the embankment. In swift streams this embankment is built so as



to arch against the current,

thus securing additional strength, and evincing an instinct on the part of the animal which
amounts almost to reason. In cutting downttees the beaver gnaws a circular cut around the
trunk, cutting deepest on the side toward the water, thus causing the trunk to fall into the stream.
The first step in constructing the embankment is to lay the logs down cautiously in the required
line of the dam, afterwards weighting them with heavy stones, which the beavers by their united
efforts roll upon them. The foundation of the embankment is often ten feet in width, and is built
up by continued heaping of branches, stones and mud, until it fornasriarof immense
strength and resisting power. In many cases, threughi7oa lapse of years, and through a
consequent accumulation of floating leaves, twigs, and seeds of plants, these embankments
become thickly covered with vegetation, and, in maases in the Hudson Bay country, have
even been known to nurture trees of considerable dimensions. The broad flat tail of the animal
serves a most excellent purpose, in carrying the mud to the dams or huts, and in matting and
smoothing it into a solidity.

The entrances to the various huts are all beneath the water, and they all open into one common
ditch, which is purposely dug in the bed of the river, and is too deep to be entirely frozen. In the
summer time the huts are vacated, and the beavers makalibéée in burrows on the banks of
the stream, which serve as a secure retreat at all times, and particularly in winter when their
houses are molested. The Indians of the Northwest are aware of this fact, and turn it to good
account in the capture of theienals.

When the beaver's village is in a small creek, or brook, it is first necessary to stake the water
across both above and below the huts. The next thing is to ascertain the exact spots of the
burrows in the banks, and when we consider the rivervsred with ice, this seems a rather



difficult problem. But this is where the Indian shows his skill. He starts upon the ice, provided
with an ice chisel secured to a long, stout handle. With this he strikes upon the ice, following the
edge of the streamh€ sound of the blow determines to his practiced ear the direct spot opposite
the opening of the burrows, and at this point a hole a foot in diameter is made through the ice.
Following the edge of the bank he continues his search, and in like mannehecutslés
through the ice until all the retreats are discovered. While the expert Indians are thus engaged,
the "squaws" are occupied in the more laborious work of breaking open the houses, and the
beavers, alarmed at the invasion of their sanctums, makkedanks, and the ready huntsmen
stationed at the various holes, watch for their victims beneath the openings, until a violent
motion or discoloration of the water betrays their passage beneath. The entrance to the holes in
the bank are then instantlyosed with stakes and the beaver is made prisoner in his burrow.
When the depth of the burrow will admit, the arm of the hunter is introduced, and the animal
pulled out, but otherwise a long hook lashed to a pole is employed for this purpose. Scores of
beavers are sometimes taken in this way in a few hours. Spearing is also often successfully
resorted to, and when the ice is thin and transparent the beavers may lzeclearly observed

as they come to the surface, beneath the ice, for air.

The generatolor of the animal is reddish brown, this tint being imparted principally by the
long hairs of the fur. There is an inner and softer down of a grey color, which lies next the skin,
and which is the valuable growth of the fur. The total length of the &mmaaout three feet and
a half, the flat, paddishaped, scaleovered tail being about a foot in length.

The young are brought forth in April or May, from three to seven at a litter, and take to the
water when a month old. The first four years in tie@auer's life is spent under the "maternal
roof,” after which period they shift for themselves. To trap the beaver successfully, requires the
utmost caution, as the senses of the animal are so keen, and he is so sagacious withal, that he will
detect the reent presence of the trapper from the slightest evidences. The traps should be
washed clean and soaked in ley, before using, and thereafter handled with gloves, as a mere
touch of the finger will leave a scent which the acute sense of the beaver wilpeasdive. All
footprints should be carefully obliterated by throwing water upon them, and some trappers say
that the mere act of spitting on the ground in the neighborhood of the traps has been known to
thwart success.

Almost the only bait used in trapig the beaver is the preparation called "barkstone" by the
trappers, or "castoreum” in commerce. This substance is fully descriqemberl5Qunder the
head of "Scent Baits."

To the barkstone the trapper is mostly indebted for his success, and the effect of its odor on the
beaver is something surprising. Our best trappers inform us that these animals will scent this
odor for a great distance, and will fairly "squeal with ddlighot being easy until the savory
bait is discovered, which almost invariably results in capture.

Taking advantage of this curious propensity, the trapper always carries a supply of castoreum
in a closed vessel.



There are various ways of trapping theaber, of which we shall present the best. An
examination of the river bank will easily disclose the feeding place of the beavers, as evinced by
the absence of the bark on the branches and trunks of trees. At this spot, in about four inches of
water, set gur trap, which should be a Newhouse No. 4. Weight the end of the chain with a
stone as large as your head, and, if possible, rest it on the edge of some rock projecting into deep
water, having a smaller rope or chain leading from the stone to the shese: Aismall twig,
the size of your little finger, should then be stripped of its bark, and after chewing or mashing
one end, it should be dipped in the castoreum. Insert this stick in the mud, between the jaws of
the trap, letting it project about simches above the water. The beaver is soon attracted by the
odor of the bait, and in reaching for it, his foot is caught in the trap. In his fright he will
immediately jump for deep water, thus dislodging the stone, which will sink him to the bottom,
and tus drown him. The smaller chain or rope will serve as a guide to the trap, and the victim
may be drawn to the surface. Another plan is to set the trap in about a foot of water, chaining it
fast to a stout pole securely driven in the mud further out isttkam, and near deep water. Bait
as before. The trap being thus fastened will prevent the efforts of the animal to drag it ashore,
where he would be certain to amputate his leg and walk off. There is another method, which is
said to work excellently. Thehain is secured to a very heavy stone, and sunk in deep water, and
the trap set and baited near shore, in about a foot of water. This accomplishes the same purpose
as the pole first described, and is even surer, as the animal will sometimes use his teeth
severing the wood, and thereby make his escape. In the case of the stone a duplicate rope or
chain will be required to lift it in case of capture.

The trap may be set at the entrance to the holes in the banks, two or three inches under water,
implanting the stick with the castoreum bait directly over the pan, a few inches above the water.
If the water should be deep near this spot, it is an excellent plan to weight the end of the chain
with a large stone with a "leader” from it also, as already destribsert two or three sticks in
the bank beneath the water, and rest the stone upon them.

When the beaver is caught he will turn a somersault into deep water, at the same time
dislodging the stone, which will sink him. No sooner is a break ascertairtte dam than all
the beavers unite in fixing it, and this peculiarity of habit may be turned to account in trapping
them. Make a slight break in the dam, five inches across, beneath the water. On the under side of
the break, and of course, on the insidé¢he dam, the trap should be set. The beavers will soon
discover the leak and the capture of at lesis certain. The trap may be also set where the
beavers are wont to crawl on shore, being placed several inches below the water in such a
position that they will step on it when in the act of ascending the banks. Where the weighted
stone is not used, the sliding pplage 14520 18:should always be employed, as it is necessary
to drown the animal, to prevent amputatan escape.

The food of the beaver consists chiefly of the bark of various trees, together with aquatic
plants. The fur is valuable only in the late fall, winter, and early spring.

In skinning the beaver, a slit is made from the under jaw to the gt vahich it is easily
removed. It should be tacked to a flat board, fur side in, or stretched by means of a hoop, as
described opage 275



THE MUSKRAT.

The muskrat, or musquash, is very much like a beaver on a smallawals so welknown
throughout the United States that a detailed description or illustration will hardly be necessary.
Reduce the size of the beaver to one foot in length, and add a long flattened tail, instead of the
spatulashaped appendage of thisraal, and we will have a pretty good specimen of a muskrat.

The body has that same thiskt appearance, and the gnawing teeth are very large and powerful.
Like the beaver, the muskrat builds its delke huts in ponds or swamps, which it frequents;

and dthough not as large as those of the beaver they are constructed in the same manner and of
the same materials. Muskrats are mostly nocturnal in their habits; they are tireless swimmers,
and in the winter travel great distances beneath the ice; all of \pkiohiarities are like the

beaver. Their food is quite variable, consisting of grass and roots, oats, corn and other grain,
apples and nuts, and even tomatoes, turnips, carrots, mussels and clams, whenever these can be
found.

The muskrat is a native ofl ®f the Eastern, Western, and Middle States and also the Southern
States, with the exception of Georgia, Alabama and Florida. They are also found in Canada and
the Arctic regions, and in the Northest. They are hunted and captured as a means of stpport
the native tribes of Indians who sell or trade the furs to Eastern dealers. The fur somewhat
resembles that of the mink in texture, although not as fine, and the color varies from dark brown
above to grey beneath. It is in its best condition duringwiimter, especially in March. The
animal possesses a musky smell, from which it takes its name. It is said by many that the flesh of
the animal, when carefully prepared, becomes quite palatable food.

Their houses are so nearly like those of the beaverathat 18:second description is scarcely
necessary. They are often five or six feet in height, and the entrances are all under water. Dozens
of these huts may often be seen in ponds and marshes, and sometimes they exist in such numbers
as to give the amgarance of a veritable Esquimaux village. These houses are used only in the
winter season. In general the muskrat lives in burrows, which it excavates in the banks of ponds
or streams, bringing forth its young, from three to nine in number, in the nesh ivforms at
the end of the tunnel. They are very prolific, producing three litters a year. Like the beaver, otter
and mink, the muskrat can travel long distances under the ice with only one supply of fresh air,
and its method is certainly very interiegt Before plunging beneath the ice the animal fills its
lungs with air, and when under the water it swims until it can no longer hold its breath. It then
rises up beneath the ice, empties its lungs, the air remaining in bubbles beneath the icet In a shor
time this air absorbs sufficient oxygen from the water and ice as to tsidtaining, when the
animal again inhales it and proceeds on its journey. It is by this means that the beaver, muskrat
and mink are enabled to travel such great distances beuelatoken ice, and it is certainly a
very novel and interesting method. Where the ice is thin and transparent these animals are
sometimes captured through the means of this habit. A heavy stroke on the frozen hut will drive
its occupants to the water, atiteir course may easily be followed through the ice. If one of
them is tracked, he will presently be seen to stop at the surface of the water for fresh oxygen, as
already described. The bubbles will soon appear, and if the hunter immediately strikaa with
axe or heavy stick directly on the spot, the submerged animal will be literally driven away from
its breath, and will of course drown in a very few minutes. A short search will soon reveal the
dead creature, after which he may be taken out througheachbin the ice. Otter and mink are



sometimes taken in the same way. In many localities great numbers of muskrats are also
captured by spearing, either through the ice or through the walls of their houses. In the latter
case, two are often taken at onthis method is quite uncertain and unreliable, as the walls of

the hut are often so firmly frozen as to defy the thrust of the hardest steel, and a fruitless attempt
will drive the inmates from their house at once. The spear generally used consistaglé a si
shaft of steel about eighteen inches in length and half an inch in diameter, barbed at the point,
and is feruled to aage 18s0lid handle five feet long. In spearing through the hut the south side is
generally selected, as being more exposed thé¢lae of the sun. Great caution is necessary, as

the slightest noise will drive out the inmates. The spear should be thrust in a slanting direction, a
few inches above the surface of the ice. Where many houses exist it is well to destroy all but one.
Into this the whole tribe will centre, and by successive spearing they may all be captured. When
the spear has been thrust into the house, it must be thus left until a hole is cut with a hatchet,
through which to remove the game. Spearing through the ice igea imethod, but for general
service there is no means of capture more desirable than by trapping. The steel trap No. 1 or 2 is
the size particularly adapted for the muskrat, and may be set in various ways. The most common
method is to set the trap undesotinches of water on the projecting logs or stones on the border

of the streams where the "signs" of the animal indicate its recent presence. The trap should of
course be secured by a chain, ringed to a sliding palge 18, which will lead the animal into

deep water when captured, and thus effect its speedy death by drowning. In this case bait is not
necessary. If their feeding grounds can be discovered, or if their tracks indicate any particular
spot where they crawl asteat the water's edge, at this point a trap may be set with good
success. In this instance it is well also to set it under water, baiting with a piece of turnip,
parsnip, apple, or the like, suspended a few inches above the pan of the trap. Latelin the fa
when collecting their building material, they often form large beds of dried grasses and sticks,
and a trap set in these beds and covered with some loose substance, such as grass, chaff, or the
like, will often secure the animal. The trap, in this csissuld be attached to a sprpgle,page

145as the muskrat is a wonderful adept at-aatputation, when its escape depends upon it.

The trap is sometimes set in the interior of the house, and may be accomplished by first
breaking an opening in the wall, near the ice, the trap being inserted and set, afterwards covering
it with the loose grass and moss, which is generally abundant in the interior of these huts. When
this is done, the chain should be secured to a stichemutside, and the hole repaired. No
spring or slidingpole is necessary in this method, as the animal when caught will immediately
run for the water, and the weight of the trap will sink and drown its prisoner.

Scent baits are sometimes used in trapgiegnuskrat, theage 18amusk taken from the female
animal being particularly valued. The Oils of Rhodium and Amlpage 151are also
successfully employed by many trappers; a few drops of either in the neighborhoodrapthe
or directly upon it, being sufficient.

Although steel traps are most generally used, there are several other devices which are equally
if not evenmore desirable. Chief among these is the barrel trap, commonly and successfully
employed in many pastof New England, where these animals often exist in such numbers as to
render their destruction a matter of necessity.



The above trap consists merely of an old barrel, sunk to its upper edge in the river bank, and
about half filled with water. On the dace of the water a few light pieces of wood are floated,
over which the bait, consisting of carrot, sweet apple, or turnip, is placed. A trail is then made by
dragging a piece of scented meat from the barrel in various directions, and a few pieces of the
bait are also strewn along these trails. The muskrats will thus be led to the barrel, and will be
certain to jump in after the tempting morsels, and their escape is impossible. No less than a
dozen muskrats have been thus caught in a single barrer inghneamd a few of these traps
have been known almost to exterminate the musquashes in localities where they had previously
existed in such numbers as to become a pestilence to the neighborhood.

A barrel trap constructed on the principle describedpbage 131lis also equally effective,
although rather more complicated in construction. The Twifchs often used, and possesses
the advantage of a trap and sprpmle combined. Box trapgage 103 are also to be
recommended.

The skin of the muskrat may be removed in the same manner as hereinafter described for the
otter, with the exception of the tail. This is considered the best method. It may also be taken off
flat by ripping from the under jato the vent, and peeling around the eyes and mouth, letting the
skin of the legs come off whole, without cutting.

Another common method consists in cutting off the feet, and then ripping with a knife from the
front of the lower jaw down the neck and eib a point a little beyond the forelegs. The lips,
eyes, and ears are then carefully skinned, and the hide is stripped backwards from the body. In
the latter method the bestretcherpage 274is used.

page 186THE OTTER.

The fur of this animal is of such exquisite softness and beauty as to be in great demand for
commercial purposes, bringing a very high price in the fur market.

The otter cannot be said to be a common animal, althougHatmsl throughout the United
States and Canada, being rather more plentiful in the cold northern localities than in the southern
latitudes. It is an amphibious animal, and can remain for a long time beneath the water. In size it
is larger than a cat, andgbssesses a tapering tail some eighteen inches in length. Its fur is of a
rich brown color, and the hair is of two kinds, the one a close, fine, and exquisitely soft down,
which lies next the skin,



and which serves to
protect the animal from the extremes of heat and cold, and the other composed of long shining
coarser hairs, which permit the animal todglieasily through the water. In producing the
beautiful otter furs of fashion these long hairs are plucked out, leaving only the softer down next
the hide. The food of the otter mostly consists of fish, for the pursuit of which he has been
admirably endowe by nature. His body is lithe and supple, and his feet are furnished with a
broad web, which connects the toes, and is of infinite servigeis7in propelling the animal
through the water when in search of his finny prey. His long, broad and fla¢tegls as a most
effectual rudder, and the joints of his powerful legs are so flexible as to permit of their being
turned in almost any direction.

The habitation of the otter is made in the banks of the river which it frequents, or sometimes in
a hollow bg or crevice beneath rocks. The animal generally prefers to adopt and occupy a
natural hollow or deserted excavation, rather than to dig a burrow for itself. The nest is
composed of dry rushes, grasses and sticks, and the young, three or four in nenivedueed
in early spring.

The track which the otter makes in the mud or snow is easily distinguished from that of any
other animal, on account of the "seal" or impression which is made by a certain ball on the sole
of the foot. Otter hunting is a favte sport in England, and indeed in the northern parts of our
own country. Hounds are used to pursue the animal, and on account of the powerfully scented
secretion with which the creature is furnished by nature, its track is readily followed. When
attacked the otter is a fierce and terrible fighter, biting and snapping with most deadly energy
and never yielding as long as life remains in the body. The bite of an angry otter is extremely
severe, and for this reason we would caution the amateur trappendimbgahe animal should
one be taken alive.



Although so fierce and savage when attacked, the otter is easily tamed when taken young, and
can be taught to catch fish for the service of its master, rather than for the gratification of its own
palate.

In the winter when the snow is on the ground, the otter navigates by sliding, and when on the
ice he may often be seen to run a few steps and then throw himself on his belly and slide the
distance of several feet. They are very fond of playing in the snowmake most glorious use
of any steep snowovered bank, sloping toward the river. Ascending to the top of such an
incline they throw themselves on the slippery surface and thus slide swiftly into the water. This
pastime is often continued for hours, antaisen advantage of in trapping the playful creatures.

A short search will reveal the place where they crawl from the water on to the bank, and at this
spot, which will generally be shallow, a steel trap should be set on the bed of the river, about
four inches under water. The trap should be secured by a stout chain, the latter being ringed to a
sliding pole,page 145which will lead the animal when caught into deep- 1sawater. If deep

water is not near at hand, the sprpole,page 144may be used, the object of either being to
prevent the animal from gnawing off its leg and thus making its escape.

The trap may also be placed at the top or the slide, two or three feet back of the glape, a
being hollowed out to receive it and the whole covered with snow. To make success more certain
a log may be laid on each side of the trap, thus forming an avenue in which the animal will be
sure to run before throwing itself on the slope. Care shbeltaken to handle nothing with the
bare hands, as the otter is very keen scented and shy. Anoint the trap with a few drops of fish oil
or otter musk, sepage 151If none of these are handy, ordinary musk will answer wety,

The trap may also be set and weighted with a heavy stone and chain, as described for trapping
the beaver. Another method still is to find some log in the stream having one end projecting
above water. Sprinkle some musk on this projecting end drtiesé¢rap on the log in three or
four inches of water, securing it firmly by a chain, also beneath the water.

A rock which projects over the stream may also be utilized in the same way as seen in the page
title at the opening of this section. Smear thesknon the edge which juts into the water, and
secure the trap by the chain as before. When the animal is caught he will fall or jump into the
water, and the weight of the trap and chain will sink him. In every case it is necessary to
obliterate every sigrof human presence by throwing water over every foot print, and over
everything with which the naked hands have come in contact. Where the traps are thus set in the
water it should be done while wading or in a boat. In the winter when the ponds anémévers
frozen over the otters make holes through the ice at which they come up to devour their prey.
Where the water is a foot deep beneath any of these holes the trap may be set in the bottom, the
chain being secured to a heavy stone. When the otter endeawanerge from the hole he will
press his foot on the trap and will thus be caught. If the water is deep beneath the hole the trap
may be baited with a small fish attached to the pan, and then carefully lowered with its chain and
stone to the bottom. Fainis purpose the Newhouse, No. 3, is best adapted, as the otter is in this
case caught by the head.

The beaten track of the animal may often be discovered in the snow in the winter time, and a
trap carefully sunk in such a furrow and covered so as tmige its surroundings, will be



likely to secure the first otter that endeavors to pass over it. A trap set at the mouth of the otter's
burrow and carefully coverethge 184s also often successful, using the sliding ppége 145to
lead him into deep water.

Every trapper has his pet theories and methods of trapping all the different animals, and the
otter has its full share. We have given several ofbist methods; and anyone of them will
secure the desired result @fpture, and all of them have stood the test of time and experience.

The skin of the otter should be removed whole, and the operation may be performed in the
following manner: Slit down the hind legs to the vent; cut the skin loose around the ventt and sli
up the entire length of the tail, freeing it from the bone. With the aid of the knife the skin should
now be peeled off, drawing it backward and carefully cutting around the mouth and eyes before
taking it from the head.

With the fur thus inside, the skis ready for the stretcher as describedbage 273and the
tail should be spread out and tacked around the edges.

THE MINK.

This animal, as will be seen by our illustration, has a long, slender body, something like the
weasel, to which scientific family it belongs. It inhabits the greater part of North America, and is
also found abundantly in Northern Europe. The color of its fur varies considerably in different
individuals, the general tint being a rich, dark brown. Than and throat are light colored,
sometimes white, and this spot varies considerably in size in different individuals, sometimes
extending down on the throat to a considerable distance. The total length of the animal is from
thirteen to sixteen inchegsisize being variable.

The fur of the mink is excellent in quality, and has for many years been one of the "fancy furs"
of fashion, a good prime skin often bringing from ten to twelve dollars. The introduction of the
fur seal, however, and the univerg@mand for this as well as otter fur, has somewhat thrown
the mink into comparative shade, although extra fine skins will still command high prices.

The mink is an aquatic animal, inhabiting small rivers and streams, and living somewhat after
the manner fothe otter. It has a most wide range of diet, and will eat almost anything which is at
all eatable. Fishes, frogs, and muskrats are his especial delight, and he will occasionally succeed
in pouncing upon a snipe or wild duck, which he will greedily devBuawrage 19dish, snails,
and water insects of all kinds also come within the range of his diet, and he sometimes makes a
stray visit to some neighboring poultry yard to satisfy the craving of his abnormal hunger. A
meal off from his own offspring ofteanswers the same purpose; and a young chicken in the egg
he considers the ne plus ultra of delicacies. The voracity of this animal is its leading
characteristic, and is so largely in excess of its cunning or sagacity that it will often run headlong
into a naked trap. Its sense of
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exceedingly well developed, and through this facultig ibften enabled to track its prey with
ease and certainty. The mink lives in burrows, in steep banks, or between rocks or the roots of
trees, and the young, five or six in number, are brought forth in May.

The chief occupation of the mink consists ingegual search for something to eat, and, when
so engaged, he may be seen running along the bank of the stream, peering into every nook and
corner, and literally "leaving no stone unturned" in its eager search. Taking advantage of this
habit, it becomes aeasy matter to trap the greedy animal. Set your trap, a Newhouse No. 2, in
an inch of water near the edge of the stream, and directly in front of a steep bank or rock, on
which you can place your bait. The bait may be a frog, fish, or head=0f abird, suspended
about eighteen inches above the water, and should be so situated that in order to reach it, the
mink will be obliged to tread upon the trap. The trap may also be set in the water and the bait
suspended eighteen inches above it, by the adswifitch planted in the mud near the trap. Itis a
good plan to scent the bait with an equal mixture of sweet oil and peppermint, with a little honey
added. If there is deep water near, the sliding poge 145 should be sed, and if not, the
"spring pole" in every case, in order to prevent the captured mink from becoming a prey to larger
animals, and also to guard against his escape by amputation, which he would otherwise most
certainly accomplish.

The trap may be set dhe land, near the water's edge, baiting as just described, and lightly
covered with leaves or dirt. Any arrangement of the trap whereby the animal is obliged to tread
upon it in order to secure the bait, will be found effectual.

The trap may be set ateHoot of a tree, and the bait fastened to the trunk, eighteen inches
above it. A pen, such as is describedpawge 144 may be constructed, and the trap and bait
arranged as there directed. Minks have their regular beaties, pad often visit certain hollow
logs in their runways. In these logs they leave unmistakable signs of their presence, and a trap set
in such a place is sure of success.



Some trappers set a number of traps along the stream at intervals of seve@moesting
them by a trail, sepage 153 the mink being thus led directly and almost certainly to his
destruction. This trail is made by smearing a piece of wood with the "medicine" described at
page 153and dragging it on the line of the traps. Any mink which crosses this trail will follow it
to the first trap, when he will, in all probability, be captured. A dead muskrat, crow, fish, or a
piece of fresh meat dragged along the line answersdame purpose. The beaten tracks of the
mink may often be discovered, and a trap set in such a track and covered with leaves, dirt or the
like, will often be successful.

Minks may also be easily caught in the déaltl Garrote trap or a twitchp, baitng with fish,
muskrat, flesh, or the head of a bird, of which the animal is especially fond. A liberal use of the
"medicine” is also desirable.

The fur of the mink is in its best condition in the late autumn, winter, and early spring, and the
animal shoud be skinned as described for the fox.

page 192THE PINE MARTEN.

This animal belongs to the tribe of "weasels," and is closely allied to the celebrated sable,
which it greatly resembles. The pine marten is so called because it inhabits the northées clima
where pine forests abound, and spends much of its life in the trees in search of its prey. Its
general appearance is truly represented in our illustration, its fur being of a rich brown color,
with a lighter or white patch on the throat. Its total Eangncluding the tail, is about twenty
eight or thirty inches, of which the tail represents ten inches. It is mostly confined to the forests

in the far north, and

is comparatively rare further south than the latitude of Maine and the lakes. The fur of the pine
marten is of considerable value, particularly if the animal be killed in the winter. A really fine
skin is but little inferior to the celebrated sable, and is hardly distinguishable from it. The hair is
long and glossy, and the under fur is beautifully soft and very thick. The dark colored skins are






































































































































































































